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OREGON JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT 

Office of the State Court Administrator 
 
 
 
 
 
February 5, 2025 
(SENT BY EMAIL) 
 
 
The Honorable Anthony Broadman, Co-Chair 
The Honorable Paul Evans, Co-Chair 
Joint Committee on Ways and Means 
Subcommittee on Public Safety 
900 Court Street NE 
H-178 State Capitol 
Salem, OR 97301-4048 
 
Re: Responses to Committee Questions on February 3, 2025 
 
Dear Co-Chair Broadman and Co-Chair Evans: 
 
Thank you for allowing us to present information on the current state of the 
unrepresented persons crisis Monday.  I am writing today to provide additional 
information to questions asked by committee members. 
 
1. Senator Broadman asked for a breakout of the average number of days a 

person is unrepresented in noncrisis counties as a trend over time. 
 
The data shows that for nearly a year, March 2023 to March 2024, the noncrisis 
counties averaged a higher number of days persons were unrepresented by counsel 
than the crisis counties.  Since April 2024, the crisis counties have steadily had a higher 
average number of days that defendants are unrepresented than the other counties. 
 
In the last 10 months the average number of days in custody were greater for 
defendants in crisis counties than in noncrisis counties, while in the previous 12 months 
noncrisis counties had a higher average. 
 
The chart below illustrates an average number of days defendants are unrepresented in 
the top six unrepresented counties (crisis counties) and in all other counties from 
September 2022 through January 2025, as a monthly average, to view the trends over 
time. 
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2. Representative Chotzen asked for information on the resolution method of 

cases in which defendants had attorneys appointed. 
 
Although the monthly numbers vary, since July 2023 the most common resolution 
method was by plea negotiations, followed by participation in a pre-disposition program 
or specialty court, then dismissal, then trial. 
 
Below, the chart illustrates the case outcomes, or disposition, of cases in which the 
defendant had been on the unrepresented list and subsequently received 
representation.  The graph captures monthly data from July 2023 through January 
2025.  The chart stacks each case resolution type together by month for a visual 
representation of the proportions of cases resolved by pleas, trial, through specialty 
court or some other resolution, and by dismissal.  It is important to note that this chart 
does not dig into the details to determine the number of dismissals generated through a 
“global resolution” where some cases are dismissed in exchange for a plea to charges 
in other cases. 
 
As you can see, most of these cases are disposed by plea negotiation (48–65%), 
followed by dismissals (28–48%).  A small number enter a specialty court or pre-
disposition diversion program (3–9%), while a smaller percent result in trials (0–4%). 
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3. Senator Broadman asked if the Oregon Judicial Department (OJD) could 

identify the number of deputy district attorneys and attorneys in public 
defense practice in 2019. 

 
OJD used a 2019 roster from the Oregon Criminal Defense Lawyers Association 
(OCDLA) and the Oregon Public Defense Commission (OPDC) contracts to identify 672 
attorneys practicing public defense.  We are not able to identify the corresponding 
number of prosecutors and would suggest the subcommittee ask the Oregon District 
Attorneys Association if it has helpful information. 
 
In 2019, there were 672 contract attorneys (see attached OCDLA document).  Attorneys 
are listed starting on page 90 of the document.  We also have attached a spreadsheet 
with the data copied from the OCDLA document showing the attorneys by county, 
contract, and provider. 
 
OPDC should be able to provide the current list of contract attorneys by county, 
contract, and provider, as well as the attorneys providing services under the Temporary 
Hourly Increase Program (THIP). 
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I hope this information is helpful.  Please let us know if you have additional questions, 
and thank you again for the opportunity to present to your committee. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Nancy J. Cozine 
State Court Administrator 
 
 
NC:jm/25eNC004jm 
Attachments 
ec: Aaron Knott 
 Phillip Lemman 
 Kimberly McCullough 
 Amy Miller 
 David Moon 
 Channa Newell 
 Jessica Roeser 
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