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Purpose of the Report

• Update to 2021 report and assessment of current conditions

• Traded sector employment is key to economic health

• Comparison of sector-wide trends, workforce, and regional dynamics

• Call to action through 2030 and beyond

https://oregonbusinessindustry.com/2024manufacturingreport/ 

https://oregonbusinessindustry.com/2024manufacturingreport/




Earnings premium in manufacturing amplified with 
educational attainment

Source: 2022 5-year ACS PUMS

Median Earnings 
by Educational 
Attainment for 
Oregon Full-
Time, Full-Year 
Workers, 2022



Manufacturing: The most productive sector in OR’s economy

Average GDP per job in Oregon, 2023

Source: BEA and BLS, 2022-2023

59% higher

Productivity gap has 
increased 
(was 41% in 2021)



Oregon’s manufacturing sectors are well balanced

High-Tech and 
Electronics

(22%)

Other
(10%)

Food and Beverage
(19%)

Wood Products
(19%)

Metals 
Advanced, and 
Transportation

(30%)

Source: OED QCEW, 2022



Since the pandemic, manufacturing jobs in Oregon 
haven’t kept pace with U.S. 

Source: BEA 1963-2023

Manufacturing employment compared to 1969 – Oregon vs. U.S.





Battery parts maker Entek breaks 
ground on $1.5B manufacturing 
campus in western Indiana



Ready to tap into Ohio’s growth and grow your business? Let’s 
do it together. Take the first step at JobsOhio.com.

https://www.jobsohio.com/why-ohio/doing-business-here


Key takeaways

• Manufacturing pays better than average, across educations levels

• Manufacturing is incredibly productive

• GDP in high-tech/electronics is higher in Oregon than any other state

• Oregon manufacturing is balanced; picking winners/losers is fraught

• Widespread industry and population decline contributes to 
manufacturing lag

• Oregon is at risk of losing its position as a leader in manufacturing – 
this has widespread consequences across the economy and public 
budgets



It is past time to be intentional about Oregon’s edge in 
manufacturing

Oregon policymakers need to re-examine our competitive position and 
consider steps to revitalize the sector. 

• Available, ready, certain land
• Predictable and reasonable tax and regulatory environment 
• Better, more competitive incentives (R&D tax credit)
• Educational and workforce pipeline that prepares Oregonians to 

succeed


	Slide 1: The Condition of Oregon’s Manufacturing Sector
	Slide 2: Purpose of the Report
	Slide 3
	Slide 4: Earnings premium in manufacturing amplified with educational attainment
	Slide 5: Manufacturing: The most productive sector in OR’s economy
	Slide 6: Oregon’s manufacturing sectors are well balanced
	Slide 7: Since the pandemic, manufacturing jobs in Oregon haven’t kept pace with U.S.  
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11: Key takeaways
	Slide 12: It is past time to be intentional about Oregon’s edge in manufacturing

