
Microplastics in Oregon
Celeste Meiffren-Swango, State Director

Senate Committee on Energy & Environment January 22, 2025



There's no escape from plastic
Photo: Raed Mansour via Wikimedia Commons



WHERE PLASTIC ENDS UP

9%
recycled

12%
incinerated

79% landfilled 
and in the 
natural 
environment



Photo: Amelia Vaughan, Beverly Beach State Park

COASTAL IMPACTS
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FRESHWATER IMPACTS
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MICROPLASTICS
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RESULTS

● Of the 30 sites tested, 30 (100%) contained one or 
more types of microplastic. 

● 30 sites (100%) contained fibers; six sites (20%) 
contained fragments; 1 (3%) contained film. Microbeads 
were not found at any site. 














