
My name is Gary Lietke, an elec�on integrity ac�vist in both the state and Multnomah County Democra�c Par�es. 
 
Thank you to Chair Fahey and the members of the Rules Commi�ee for this opportunity to tes�fy. I am grateful to Oregon’s 
ci�zen legislators who step up for this so important role and dedicated effort in making our state work. 
 
As a very hard-working Democrat, I am embarrassed that legisla�ve leaders in my own Party feel legi�mized to undermine 
elec�on integrity by how they are handling HB 4024. Of all bills this session, this one is the only one that addresses 
implementa�on of the Oregon Measure 107, a cons�tu�onal amendment passed by almost 4/5th of voters 3¼ years ago. 
Therefore, because of its profound effects and long-term impact, HB 4024-5 deserves much more respec�ul and serious public 
debate than afforded by its rushed first hearing with only 1 day public no�ce, and now this second hearing with only 5-
minutes in business day’s no�ce of lengthy, complex gut-and-stuff amendments. 
 
Even worse, legisla�ve leaders by this proposed amendment are a�emp�ng to sabotage the true elec�on integrity supported 
by IP 9 which has already gathered more than 100 thousand signatures for fall 2024 voter considera�on. 
 
It is cri�cally important that this HB 4024-5 legisla�ve implementa�on bill does not fudge or disempower the intent of Measure 
107 voters. Any language that provides excep�ons to any voice empowered by money, that does not provide for full 
transparency of contribu�ons and expenditures—undermines the intent of Measure 107. 
 
Most egregiously, HB 4024-5 inten�onally gives favor and special standing to 3 groups, when elec�on integrity demands favor 
to NO groups. It allows and encourages business interests, organized labor interests, and the two major poli�cal par�es, all 
who already hold dispropor�onate poli�cal power, to wield monetary power that distorts fairness in elec�ons. 
 
Personally, as a Democrat, I do believe my Party most o�en represents the best ideas, which I do want to triumph. I feel 
similarly about ideas represented by organized labor. 
 
But I also believe elec�on integrity demands that the contest of ideas should be based solely on the quality of the ideas 
themselves, not by the unfair extra advantage of campaign money. There is good reason that the ballots themselves are 
scrupulously required to treat the presenta�on of all compe�ng candidates and measures in benign objec�vity and equally, 
and in the iden�cal manner. Voters can then trust the elec�on process to offer exactly the same opportunity to all par�es, no 
ma�er their party registra�on size or wealth. 
 
When elec�on law enables campaign money an addi�onal role and ability to influence elec�on outcomes, such law destroys 
voter trust in elec�on fairness. When you authorize special advantage for business and labor and party interests to exert 
financial influence, you disadvantage the fair compe��on of ideas offered by those with less financial resources. And when 
campaign finance laws promote moneyed organiza�ons gi�ing less moneyed organiza�ons, the less moneyed may well be 
manipulated (consciously or unconsciously) to compromise their values to receive dona�ons. 
 
In contrast, IP 9, carefully developed over many years by this na�on’s and state’s acknowledged campaign finance reform best 
experts, far be�er emphasizes transparency and disclosure and denies loopholes to any special interest. 
 
I believe our electoral system must do everything possible to equalize the fairest, equal compe��on of ideas. I believe in 
true democracy, that the best ideas will earn voter choice based on their merit alone. The more money involved in campaigns, 
the worse its impact on distor�ng elec�ons from being determined fairly on the merit of only the compe�ng ideas. 
 
Please, do not create or authorize unnecessary and unfair campaign finance inequity in our electoral system, such as HB 4024-
5. Voters will recognize a poli�cally, deliberately rigged system. Elec�on integrity means a system that comprehensively avoids 
giving advantage to any interest, that mo�vates unques�onable voter confidence in equal access from all compe�ng voices 
and points of view, that affords truly equal opportunity for all compe�ng candidates and measures to earn the vote. 
 
Thank you for this opportunity to share my views on these ma�ers that are founda�onal to fairness in our elec�on system. 


