
Madras Schoolyard Construction Costs: 
$1.4 million
Secured Funding: $715,000
Funding Needed: $685,000
Legislative Request for Funds: $500,000
Timeline: With final community-generated design 
concepts approved by the school and district, 
construction is proposed to begin in the summer of 
2024 – funding dependent.

Trust for Public Land has launched the Oregon 
Rural Community Schoolyards program, an 
expanded pilot program, transforming three 
outdated schoolyards into vibrant green spaces 
that are open to everyone outside of school 
hours. We’re prioritizing rural communities 
experiencing the largest health, environmental, 
and socioeconomic Inequities in the state. 

Through our participatory design process, TPL is 
working with both schools in two phases to 
ensure extensive and inclusive community 
engagement in creating a vision for each new 
community schoolyard. Over the past year, more 
than 1700 students and community members 
have come together to help create exciting and 
culturally relevant designs for both the Madras 
and Alameda Elementary Schoolyards. 

Madras & Alameda Community Schoolyard Projects

Alameda Schoolyard Construction Costs: 
$1.5 million 
Secured Funding: $100,000
Funding Needed: $1.4 million
Legislative Request for Funds: $500,000
Timeline: With final community-generated design 
concepts approved by the school and district, 
construction is proposed to begin in the spring of 
2025.

Please support including 1 million dollars of general funds directly to the Trust for Public Land to 
support both the Madras and Alameda Rural Community Schoolyard Projects for funding through 
HB 5201.



• Central Oregon Health Council
• City of Madras
• Confederated Tribes of Warm Spring 

Culture & Education Committee
• The Bean Foundation
• High Desert Education Service District
• Jefferson County Public Health

• Jefferson County Public Library
• Jefferson County School District
• OSU Extension, Jefferson County 

SNAP-ED
• Latino Community Association
• Madras Aquatic Center and 

Recreation District

• Madras Parents Club
• Madras Elementary School
• Madras Faith-Based Network
• Madras Highschool – Early Education 

Program & Key Club
• St. Charles Medical Hospital 
• Vamonos Outside

Kristin Kovalik
Oregon Program Director
541.668.4390
Kristin.Kovalik@tpl.org

Amanda Craig
Project Manager 
541.513.8799
Amanda.Craig@tpl.org

Contact Information

• Alameda Elementary School
• City of Ontario
• Eastern Oregon Border Board
• EUVALCREE
• Four Rivers Cultural Center
• Faith Based Network

• Future Farmers of America 
• Malheur Education Service District
• Malheur County Health Department
• Ontario Chamber of Commerce
• Ontario High School
• Ontario School District

• Ontario Recreation District
• OSU Extension – SNAP Ed. Program
• Treasure Valley Community College
• Treasure Valley Community Garden 

Collaborative

Alameda Elementary School 
Ontario School District

Ontario Oregon – Malheur County

Madras is home to 7,000 residents in the high desert of Central Oregon. Madras is the ancestral homeland of the 
Confederated Tribes of the Warm Springs, and Madras Elementary School serves members of the Tribes. The 
schoolyard is centrally located in the community, and 70% of Madras residents live within a 10-minute walk of the 
schoolyard. Today, the schoolyard’s play equipment is old, and expanses of unshaded asphalt reach high 
temperatures in the heat. The community-led design for the new schoolyard includes accessible play equipment, 
shade to protect students from the sun, and interactive elements like musical instruments.  

Madras Elementary School 
Jefferson County School District

Madras Oregon, Jefferson County

• 405 students from kindergarten to 5th grade 
• 58% of students identify as people of color or multi-racial 
• 100% of students qualify for free and reduced lunch 
• 5,300 people live within a 10-minute walk

• 351 students from kindergarten to 6th grade 
• 67% of students identify as people of color or multi-racial 
• 100% of students qualify for free and reduced lunch 
• 1,000+ people live within a 10-minute walk 

Ontario is a community of 11,000 people along the Snake River at the eastern border of Oregon. Alameda 
Elementary School is located next to Alameda Park, a major hub for youth sports. Residents throughout the 
county visit the schoolyard and park to participate in sports. While the current schoolyard has lots of space, it 
has limited and outdated play equipment and almost no shade. Renovating the schoolyard to include new play 
equipment and shade will complement existing sports fields and provide families with recreational 
opportunities and gathering spaces during youth sporting events. The community has identified a shaded 
basketball court, new play structures, and a pollinator garden as priorities for the new schoolyard. 



We were founded in 1972 on the conviction that 

all people need access to nature and the 

outdoors, close to home, in the cities and 

communities where they live. We work with 

communities to create parks and protect public 

land where they’re needed most, as a matter of 

health, equity, and justice. Over the last 50 years 

the Trust for Public Land has created over 5,000 

outdoor spaces and protected 4 million acres. 

Connecting Everyone to the 
Outdoors

OUR MISSION
Our organization is a national nonprofit that works to 
connect everyone to the benefits and joys of the 
outdoors.

We believe everyone should have access to the 
outdoors.

We’re working to make sure that everyone has access 
to safe, quality outdoor spaces to connect with nature 
and each other. And we’re turning data into action and 
producing research that helps communities create real 
change. 

From community forests to local parks, quality outdoor 
spaces and places are a fundamental requirement for 
sustaining healthy, equitable communities that are 
resilient and prepared for change. They provide social, 
educational, and cultural gathering opportunities that 
strengthen community ties and foster community 
leadership.



OUR COMMITMENTS
The outdoors are essential to our happiness, health, and 
well-being. Quality parks and green spaces are 
fundamental for sustaining equitable, resilient 
communities. Access to nature and the outdoors—close 
to home, in the cities and communities where people 
live—is a matter of health, equity, and justice. That’s 
why we work alongside communities across the country 
to create, protect, and steward the nature-rich places 
that are vital to human well-being.

We’re driven by four commitments: equity, health, 
climate, and community.

Equity

Park access isn’t’ equal. The disparities fall along racial 
and economic lines, but we can close the gap.

Health

By building quality close-to-home parks, we can improve 
social, physical, mental, and environmental health.

Climate

Green spaces make communities more resilient against 
flooding, drought, heat, and other effects of climate 

change.

Community

Communities are stronger, more connected, and 
healthier when they have access to parks and open 

spaces.

OUR INITIATIVES
• Schoolyards
With help from our partners and supporters, we’ve 
created nearly 300 Community Schoolyards™ projects 
and continue to lead the movement to transform our 
nation’s asphalt playgrounds into vibrant green spaces 
that are improving student education outcomes and 
community health and climate resiliency

• Lands
Since 1972, we’ve completed thousands of land 
protection projects, including national and state parks, 
and community forests, and we’ve restored tribal and 
indigenous ancestral lands. 

• Trails
Since 1972, we’ve completed thousands of land 
protection projects, including national and state parks, 
and community forests, and we’ve restored tribal and 
indigenous ancestral lands. 

• Parks
One in three Americans doesn’t have access to a park 
within a 10-minute walk of home. We’re providing more 
people with places to play, exercise, unplug, and 
connect with their community members

For more information: 

Kristin Kovalik
Oregon Program Director
kristin.kovalik@tpl.org 
(541) 322-0133 

Madras Elementary School Students at Design Workshop for their 
Community Schoolyard Project. Madras OR. 2022



The Rural Schoolyards program partners with 

students, teachers, and community members to 

transform outdated schoolyards into vibrant green 

spaces providing daily access to nature, outdoor 

learning, and gathering places that advance the 

community’s goals and reflect local cultures.

The Trust for Public Land is working with the Madras 

and Ontario School Districts to improve two 

schoolyards. We are seeking general funds during the 

2023 -2025 budget cycle to be used toward capital 

funding for both projects.  

Oregon Rural Community Schoolyards
What community schoolyards can achieve: 

EDUCATION
• Teachers report that attendance, behavior, and test 

scores improve following TPL’s schoolyard renovations.
• Renovated schoolyards include outdoor classrooms to 

give students more time outside during the school day.

HEALTH
• Access to nature can relieve symptoms of depression 

and anxiety, lower blood pressure and stress hormones, 
and increase physical activity. 

EQUITY
• Across Oregon, we’re prioritizing rural communities 

experiencing the largest health, environmental, and 
socioeconomic inequities. 

COMMUNITY
• We work with local leaders, parents, and especially 

students to design schoolyards that address the 
community’s priorities and reflect local cultures. 

Chiloquin Elementary Schoolyard Project 2022 



Alameda Elementary – Ontario, Oregon
Malheur County
Alameda Elementary School students are excited to design a new schoolyard that will include interactive play 
equipment, landscape, artwork, and recreation amenities that will provide a safe, healthy, and fun space the entire 
community can enjoy. Including; outdoor education space, shade structures, and community gathering space. 

Residents from all over Malheur County visit the schoolyard and the adjacent Alameda Park for youth sports and 
recreation. New play features at the schoolyard will meet a growing demand for a safe community gathering place. 

Demographics: 351 students in kindergarten through 6th grade attend Alameda Elementary School. 67% of students 
identify as students of color and/or multi-racial. 100% of Alameda Elementary students qualify for free and reduced 
lunch. 

Access: More than 1,000 residents live within a 10-minute walk of the schoolyard.

Ontario is the ancestral homeland of the Burns Paiute Tribes and 0.3% of Alameda Elementary students identify as 
Native American. 

Madras Elementary – Madras, Oregon
Jefferson County
With Madras Elementary School students as the designers, we will transform well-worn fields and outdated play 
equipment into a vibrant green space brimming with art by local artists, interactive play equipment chosen by students, 
and useful amenities for neighbors. Including; outdoor education space, community gathering space, and recreation 
equipment accessible to all types of abilities. 
Access: 70% of Madras residents live within a 10-minute walk of Madras Elementary School, meaning thousands 
(5,300) of people will enjoy this renovated schoolyard as a local park open after school hours. 

Demographics: 405 children in kindergarten through 5th grade attend Madras Elementary. 58% of students identify as 
people of color and/or multi-racial and 100% of Madras Elementary students qualify for free and reduced lunch. 

Madras is the ancestral homeland of the Confederated Tribes of the Warm Springs, and Madras Elementary School 
serves members of the Tribes. 5.7% of Students enrolled at Madras Elementary School Identify as Native American.

Photo credit: Spayne Martinez

Kristin Kovalik Amanda Craig
Oregon State Director Project Manager
541.668.4390 541.513.8799
Kristin.Kovaik@tpl.org Amanda.Craig@tpl.org

COMMUNITY PARTNERS
Latino Community Association Confederated Tribes of Warm Springs Parents Club
Family Access Network Jefferson County Public Health City of Madras
Jefferson County SNAP-ED Jefferson County School District Vamonos Outside
Madras Elementary School Madras Faith-Based Network St. Charles Hospital

COMMUNITY PARTNERS
Alameda Elementary School Four Rivers Community Health City of Ontario
Ontario School District 8c Ontario Faith Based Networks Ontario Recreation District
OSU Extension TV Boys & Girls Club Malheur ESD 
St. Alphonsus Medical EVALUCREE Malheur County Health Dept.

mailto:Kristin.Kovaik@tpl.org
mailto:Amanda.Craig@tpl.org


Madras, OR - Jefferson County

Trust for Public Land has launched the Oregon 
Rural Community Schoolyards program, an 
expanded pilot program, transforming three 
outdated schoolyards into vibrant green spaces 
that are open to everyone outside of school 
hours. We’re prioritizing rural communities 
experiencing the largest health, environmental, 
and socioeconomic Inequities in the state. 

Through our participatory design process, TPL is  
working with schools in two phases to ensure 
extensive and inclusive community engagement 
in creating a vision for each new community 
schoolyard. Over the past year, more than 700 
students and community members have come 
together to help create exciting and culturally 
relevant designs.

Madras Elementary Community Schoolyard

Help Students see their Designs in Action. Madras Elementary students designing their own 
schoolyard, during the Fall 2022 schoolyear. Their ideas became the foundation of the final design 
concepts for the future community schoolyard.

Total Capital Construction Costs: $1.4 million 

Secured Funding: $715,000
• Roundhouse Foundation $100,000
• EPA – Environmental Justice $480,000
• St. Charles Health $15,000
• Robert W. Chandler II Fund $20,000
• Central Oregon Health Council $100,000

Funding Needed: $685,000

Legislative Request for Funds: $500,000

Timeline: With final community-generated design 
concepts approved by the school and district, 
construction is proposed to begin in the summer of 
2024 – funding dependent.



Madras Elementary School 
Jefferson County School District

• 405 students from kindergarten to 5th grade 
• 58% students identify as people of color or 

multi-racial 
• 100% of students qualify for free and reduced 

lunch 
• 5,300 people live within a 10-minute walk

Madras is home to 7,000 residents in the high 
desert of Central Oregon. Madras is the ancestral 
homeland of the Confederated Tribes of the 
Warm Springs, and Madras Elementary School 
serves members of the Tribes. The schoolyard is 
centrally located in the community, and 70% of 
Madras residents live within a 10-minute walk of 
the schoolyard. Today, the schoolyard’s play 
equipment is old, and expanses of unshaded 
asphalt reach high temperatures in the heat. The 
community-led design for the new schoolyard 
includes accessible play equipment, shade to 
protect students from the sun, and interactive 
elements like musical instruments.  

Kristin Kovalik
Oregon Program Director
541.668.4390
Kristin.Kovalik@tpl.org

Amanda Craig
Project Manager 
541.513.8799
Amanda.Craig@tpl.org

Contact Information

New features requested by 
the students & community

• Outdoor Classrooms
• Calming Spaces 
• Accessible variety of play
• Musical/sensory play
• Community gathering spaces
• Multi-use fields
• Shelter structures from 

extreme weather
• Drought-tolerant plants
•  Art, language & signage that 

reflect local cultures
• Kindergarten Courtyard 

w/greenhouse
• New safe and accessible bus 

pick-up / drop-off
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Community Stakeholders & Partners

• Central Oregon Health Council
• City of Madras
• Confederated Tribes of Warm Spring Culture 

& Education Committee
• The Bean Foundation
• High Desert Education Service District
• Jefferson County Public Health
• Jefferson County Public Library
• Jefferson County School District
• OSU Extension, Jefferson County SNAP-ED
• Latino Community Association
• Madras Aquatic Center and Recreation District
• Madras Parents Club
• Madras Elementary School
• Madras Faith Based Network
• Madras Highschool – Early Education Program 

& Key Club
• St. Charles Medical Hospital 
• Vamonos Outside



Ontario, OR - Malheur County

Trust for Public Land has launched the Oregon Rural 
Community Schoolyards program, an expanded pilot 
program, transforming three outdated schoolyards 
into vibrant green spaces that are open to everyone 
outside of school hours. We’re prioritizing rural 
communities experiencing the largest health, 
environmental, and socioeconomic Inequities in the 
state. 

Through our participatory design process, TPL is  
working with schools in two phases to ensure 
extensive and inclusive community engagement in 
creating a vision for each new community schoolyard. 
Over the past year, more than 1000 students and 
community members have come together to help 
create exciting and culturally relevant designs.

Alameda Elementary Community Schoolyard

Help Students see their Designs in Action. Alameda Elementary students designing their own 
schoolyard, during the Fall 2022 schoolyear. Their ideas became the foundation of the final design 
concepts for the future community schoolyard.

Total Capital Construction Costs: 
$1.5 million 

Secured Funding: $100,000
• Roundhouse Foundation $100,000

Funding Needed: $1.4 million

Legislative Request for Funds: $500,000

Timeline: With final community-generated 
design concepts approved by the school and 
district, construction is proposed to begin in 
the spring of 2025.



Kristin Kovalik
Oregon Program Director
541.668.4390
Kristin.Kovalik@tpl.org

Amanda Craig
Project Manager 
541.513.8799
Amanda.Craig@tpl.org

Contact Information

New features requested 
by the community

• Outdoor Classrooms
• Calming Spaces 
• Accessible variety of 

play
• Musical/sensory play
• Community gathering 

spaces
• Multi-use fields
• Covered Basketball 

Court
• Drought-tolerant plants
•  Art, language & 

signage that reflect 
local cultures

• Student Orchard
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Community Stakeholders & Partners

• Alameda Elementary School
• City of Ontario
• Eastern Oregon Border Board
• EUVALCREE
• Four Rivers Cultural Center
• Faith Based Network
• Future Farmers of America – Ontario HS
• Malheur Education Service District
• Malheur County Health Department
• Ontario Chamber of Commerce
• Ontario High School
• Ontario School District
• Ontario Recreation District
• OSU Extension – SNAP Ed. Program
• Treasure Valley Community College
• Treasure Valley Community Garden 

Collaborative

Alameda Elementary School 
Ontario School District

• 351 students from kindergarten to 6th grade 
• 67% students identify as people of color or multi-

racial 
• 100% of students qualify for free and reduced lunch 
• 1,000+ people live within a 10-minute walk 

Ontario is a community of 11,000 people along the 
Snake River at the eastern border of Oregon. Alameda 
Elementary School is located next to Alameda Park, a 
major hub for youth sports. Residents throughout the 
county visit the schoolyard and park to participate in 
sports. While the current schoolyard has lots of 
space, it has limited and outdated play equipment 
and almost no shade. Renovating the schoolyard to 
include new play equipment and shade will 
complement existing sports fields and provide 
families with recreational opportunities and 
gathering spaces during youth sporting events. The 
community has identified a shaded basketball court, 
new play structures, and a pollinator garden as 
priorities for the new schoolyard. 





Chiloquin, OR  —  Klamath County   

Chiloquin Community Schoolyard 

Chiloquin Elementary School — 2019                          Chiloquin Community Schoolyard — 2022  

 

Mural at the new Chiloquin Community Schoolyard      Chiloquin Community Schoolyard Ribbon Cutting Ceremony — 2022 

Artist: Len Wilder  
COMPLETED 2022  



Community Demographics  

MADRAS, OR Jefferson County  ONTARIO, OR Malheur County  

POPULATION   ECONOMY  

EDUCATION    RACE & LANGUAGE 

DIABETES    ADULT OBESITY  

POPULATION   ECONOMY  

EDUCATION    RACE & LANGUAGE 

DIABETES    ADULT OBESITY  

9.7% OF MALHEUR CO. HAS DIABETES       39.9% OF MALHEUR CO. ADULTS HAS OBESITY 

     Highest County in Oregon  

18.3 % OF JEFFERSON CO. HAS DIABETES 36.8% OF JEFFERSON CO. ADULTS HAS OBESITY  

  

Source: US Census Bureau 2021 



Madras, OR  —  Jefferson County   

Madras Community Schoolyard 

Final Concept Illustrative Plan, ABLE Studio     Final Concept Axion, ABLE Studio    

Design Workshop with Madras El. Students       Parents & Guardians Surveys at Winter Concert Community Partners & Stakeholders Dinner 

IN  PROGRESS  



Madras  Elementary School —  Sampling of 30 students Grade 5 

 What we’re most excited about! 



Madras  Elementary School —  Sampling of 30 students Grade 5 

 What we’re most excited about! 



Madras  Elementary School —  Sampling of 30 students Grade 5 

 What we’re most excited about! 



Madras  Elementary School —  Sampling of 30 students Grade 5 

 What we’re most excited about! 



Madras  Elementary School —  Sampling of 100 students 

 What we’re most excited about! 



Ontario, OR  —  Malheur County   

Alameda Community Schoolyard 

Design Concept   —  Option 1, ABLE Studio      Design Concept  —  Option 2, ABLE Studio  

Design Workshop with Alameda El. Students       Design Workshop with Ontario HS Students  Community Partners & Stakeholders Dinner 

IN  PROGRESS  



Alameda Elementary School —  Sampling of 100 students Grades 4-6TH   

 What we’re most excited about! 



Alameda Elementary School —  Sampling of 100 students Grades 4-6TH   

 What we’re most excited about! 



Alameda Elementary School —  Sampling of 100 students Grades 4-6TH   

 What we’re most excited about! 



Alameda Elementary School —  Sampling of 100 students Grades 4-6TH   

 What we’re most excited about! 



Alameda Elementary School —  Sampling of 100 students 

 What we’re most excited about! 



 

Reference: Letter of Support and Collaboration 

 

January 1st, 2024 

 

Dear Respective Member of the Oregon Legislature 

This letter is in support of the Trust for Public Land’s (TPL) Oregon Rural Community Schoolyards 
Program, and the Madras Elementary Schoolyard Project. TPL partners with students, teachers, and 
community members to transform outdated schoolyards into vibrant green spaces, providing safe and 
accessible access to nature, recreation, outdoor learning, and gathering places that advance the 
community’s goals.  

The Trust for Public Land is partnering with the following agencies, groups, and community-based 
organizations to renovate the Madras Elementary schoolyard in Central Oregon. Madras Elementary 
Schools educates primarily students of color and represents underserved and underrepresented 
communities here in rural Oregon. Through an extensive community-led design process, the following 
partners, along with over 600 students, and greater community members, have collaborated to create a 
finalized design for Madras’ future community schoolyard. Focusing on accessibility, outdoor education, 
cultural representation, multigenerational gathering spaces, and sustainability, the Madras Elementary 
Community Schoolyard project is scheduled for completion in the winter of 2024.  

We ask that you please support the Oregon Rural Community Schoolyard programs one-time ask for 1 
million in general funds during the 2023 -2025 budget cycle to be used toward capital funding for both 
the Madras and Alameda Community Schoolyard Projects.  

Thank you for your consideration.  

 

Sincerely,  

The Madras Elementary Community Schoolyard Team, Partners, and Supporters 

 

 

Madras Elem ent a ry 
Pa ren t s Club  



 

Reference: Letter of Support and Collaboration 

 

January 1st, 2024 

 

Dear Respective Member of the Oregon Legislature 

This letter is in support of the Trust for Public Land’s (TPL) Oregon Rural Community Schoolyards 
Program, and the Alameda Elementary Schoolyard Project. TPL partners with students, teachers, and 
community members to transform outdated schoolyards into vibrant green spaces, providing safe and 
accessible access to nature, recreation, outdoor learning, and gathering places that advance the 
community’s goals.  

The Trust for Public Land is partnering with the following agencies, groups, and community-based 
organizations to renovate the Alameda Elementary schoolyard in Ontario, Oregon. Alameda Elementary 
Schools educate primarily students of color and represents underserved and underrepresented 
communities here in rural Oregon. Through an extensive community-led design process, the following 
partners, along with over 1000 students, and greater community members, have collaborated to create a 
finalized design for Alameda's future community schoolyard. Focusing on accessibility, outdoor education, 
cultural representation, multigenerational gathering spaces, and sustainability, the Alameda Elementary 
Community Schoolyard project is scheduled for completion in 2025. 

We ask that you please support the Oregon Rural Community Schoolyard programs one-time ask for 1 
million in general funds during the 2023 -2025 budget cycle to be used toward capital funding for both 
the Madras and Alameda Community Schoolyard Projects.  

Thank you for your consideration.  

 

Sincerely,  

The Alameda Elementary Community Schoolyard Team, Partners, and Supporters 

 

 



 
Alameda Elementary  
1252 Alameda Drive, Ontario, Oregon  Andrea Buchholz-Principal (abuchholz@ontario.k12.or.us) 
541-889-5497  Lucas Tackman- Vice Principal (ltackman@ontario.k12.or.us) 
  Karla Wilken-Secretary (kwilken@ontario.k12.or.us) 
 

 

 

Reference: Letter of Support 

January 4, 2024 

 

Dear Respective Member of the Oregon Legislature,  

Alameda Elementary School enthusiastically supports Trust for Public Land’s effort to seek funding for 
the Oregon Rural Community Schoolyards Program, Alameda Elementary Community Schoolyard 
Project.  

Alameda students, teachers, staff, and community members have designed a concept for our future 
schoolyard that will create equitable and engaging green space for education, recreation, and 
celebrations. This gathering space will be accessible to people of all abilities, something that our 
community doesn’t currently have access to, and will reflect the diverse cultures and histories, of the 
communities of Ontario, and the greater Malheur County through art, signage, and language. 

The Alameda Elementary Community Schoolyard a priority for the Oregon Rural Community Schoolyards 
Program, will benefit generations of students and community members by providing safe access to the 
outdoors for the students during school hours, and the surrounding community when school is not in 
session. Equitable access to nurturing green space supports the educational, emotional, and physical 
health of students and community members.  

Ontario is a high poverty area, ranking amongst the top in Oregon and nationwide.  A space like what 
has been described could be life changing for the children in our community.  Our students are beyond 
excited for what is to come with your assistance. 

Alameda Elementary is proud to be a core partner in this effort and we encourage your full support.  

Please consider the Trust for Public Lands' one-time ask request for general funds during the 2023-2025 
budget cycle to be used for capital costs related to the Alameda Elementary Community Schoolyard 
Project.  

 

Sincerely,  

Andrea Buchholz, Principal 

http://www.ontario.k12.or.us/index.php?id=5117






February 6, 2023

Reference: Letter of Support

Dear Respective Member of the Oregon Legislature

St. Charles Health System enthusiastically supports Trust for Public Land’s effort to seek funding for the

Oregon Rural Community Schoolyards Program, Madras Elementary Community Schoolyard Project in

Madras, Oregon.

The Madras Elementary Community Schoolyard Project, a priority for the Oregon Rural Community

Schoolyards Program will benefit the community of Madras and the greater Jefferson County by

providing safe and accessible access to outdoor recreation space for the Madras Elementary students

during school hours, and the surrounding community when school is not in session. Equitable access to

nurturing green space supports the educational, emotional, and physical health of students and

community members.

St. Charles Health System is proud to be a partner in this effort and we encourage your full support.

Please consider the Oregon Rural Community Schoolyard Program proposal/request for general funds

during the 2023-2025 budget cycle to be used for the Madras Elementary Community Schoolyard

Project.

Sincerely,

Todd Shields, MBA
VP Hospital Administrator, Madras & Prineville
St. Charles Health System





Miriam Pope, President 
Madras Elementary Parent Club 

215 SE 10th St 
Madras, OR 97741 

 

 

Reference: Letter of Support 

Dear Respective Member of the Oregon Legislature 

As a representative of the Madras Elementary Parent Club, an organization created to support our 
teachers and students by providing experiences and opportunities that go beyond typical every-day 
learning, we unequivocally support Trust for Public Land’s effort to seek funding for the Oregon 
Rural Community Schoolyards Program, Madras Elementary Community Schoolyard Project in Madras, 
Oregon. 
 
The Madras Elementary Community Schoolyard Project, a priority for the Oregon Rural Community 
Schoolyards Program will benefit the community of Madras and the greater Jefferson County by 
providing safe and accessible access to outdoor recreation space for the Madras Elementary students 
during school hours, and the surrounding community when school is not in session. Equitable access to 
nurturing green space supports the educational, emotional, and physical health of students and 
community members. 
 
We believe that having a healthy body makes it easier to improve the mind. Having a safe place for the 
children in our community to gather with their peers during school hours and with their families after 
school hours to engage in a positive and healthy outdoor environment makes for a happier, healthier, 
and more resilient community.  
 
Madras Elementary Parent Club is proud to be a partner in this effort and we encourage your full 
support. 
 
Please consider the Oregon Rural Community Schoolyard Program proposal/request for general funds 
during the 2023-2025 budget cycle to be used for the Madras Elementary Community Schoolyard 
Project. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Miriam Pope, President 
Madras Elementary Parent Club 



  

 
 

 
 

 

 

March 8, 2023 

 

Dear Respective Member of the Oregon Legislature 
 
The Jefferson County Library District (JCLD) enthusiastically supports Trust for Public Land's effort 
to seek funding for the Oregon Rural Community Schoolyards Program, Madras Elementary 
Community Schoolyard Project in Madras, Oregon.  
 
The Madras Elementary Community Schoolyard Project, a priority for the Oregon Rural 
Community Schoolyards Program, will benefit the community of Madras and the greater Jefferson 
County. The project will provide safe and accessible access to outdoor recreation space for the 
Madras Elementary students during school hours and the surrounding community when school is 
not in session. Equitable access to nurturing green space supports students' and community 
members' educational, emotional, and physical health. 
  
The JCLD  is proud to partner in this effort, and we encourage your full support. Increasing safe 
outdoor space for our community is an important priority. While we may have public areas 
available for community use, the Madras Elementary Community Schoolyard plan will provide a 
strategically planned space for learning. The school will make excellent use of the schoolyard 
during the school day, and other community-based organizations (like the library) will also be able 
to use the area for some of our outdoor projects. The Community Schoolyard will be an ideal 
space for many of our summer reading program activities for children.  
 
The library welcomes this exciting project to enhance community learning and engagement 
significantly. Please consider the Oregon Rural Community Schoolyard Program proposal/request 
for general funds during the 2023-2025 budget cycle to be used for the Madras Elementary 
Community Schoolyard Project.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
Jane Ellen Innes 
Library Director 

 

 

241 SE 7th Street 
Madras, Oregon 97741 

541.475.3351 • www.jcld.org 
 



Vikki Breese-Iverson 
Oregon State Representative 
900 Court St. NE, H-395 
Salem, 97301 

February 2, 2023 
 

 
Reference: Letter of Support 
 
Dear Representative Vikki Breese-Iverson, 
 
The Bean Foundation Inc. enthusiastically supports Trust for Public Land’s effort to seek funding 
for the Oregon Rural Community Schoolyards Program, Madras Elementary Community 
Schoolyard Project in Madras, Oregon.  
 
The Madras Elementary Community Schoolyard Project, a priority for the Oregon Rural 
Community Schoolyards Program will benefit the community of Madras and the greater 
Jefferson County by providing safe and accessible access to outdoor recreation space for the 
Madras Elementary students during school hours, and the surrounding community when school 
is not in session. Equitable access to nurturing green space supports the educational, emotional, 
and physical health of students and community members.  
 
The Bean Foundation Inc. is proud to be a partner in this effort and recently pledged a $25,000 
match grant towards the project. We encourage your full support. Please consider the Oregon 
Rural Community Schoolyard Program proposal/request for general funds during the 2023-
2025 budget cycle to be used for the Madras Elementary Community Schoolyard Project.  
 
Warmly,  
 
 
 
Daleena Green 
Executive Director, Bean Foundation, Inc.  
 





 

 

 

 

Reference: Letter of Support 

 

Dear Respective Member of the Oregon Legislature 

 

The Ontario Recreation District enthusiastically supports Trust for Public Land’s effort to seek funding 
for the Oregon Rural Community Schoolyards Program, Alameda Elementary Community Schoolyard 
Project in Ontario, Oregon.  

The Alameda Elementary Community Schoolyard Project, a priority for the Oregon Rural Community 
Schoolyards Program will benefit the community of Ontario and the greater Malheur County by 
providing safe and accessible access to outdoor recreation space for the Alameda Elementary students 
during school hours, and the surrounding community when school is not in session. Equitable access to 
nurturing green space supports the educational, emotional, and physical health of students and 
community members.  

The Ontario Recreation District is proud to be a partner in this effort and we encourage your full 
support.  

Please consider the Oregon Rural Community Schoolyard Program proposal/request for general funds 
during the 2023-2025 budget cycle to be used for the Alameda Elementary Community Schoolyard 
Project.  

 

Sincerely,  

 

Executive Director 

Ontario Recreation District 
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Alameda Elementary schoolyard presents design concepts to stakeholders / community partners
Griffin Hewitt Argus Observer

Mar 3, 2023

ONTARIO — Alameda Elementary’s schoolyard is undergoing some major upgrades and those designs were presented to the community at a
stakeholders and partners dinner at Mackey’s Public House in Ontario from 6 — 8 p.m.

Amanda Craig, Project Manager / Oregon Rural Community Schoolyards for the Trust for Public Land, said in an email received on Feb. 28 that her
organization’s Ontario group has conducted previous engagement activities and events to collect information from the community. These engagement
events were instrumental in forming the three design concepts presented at the dinner.

These design concepts were sent out “to students, teachers and community members” and surveys followed to sta� and parents of Alameda students.
Craig also noted that the group is “working with Ontario High School students to get their input on the design options” as an additional component to
the process.

Building stronger communities
In analyzing the potential amenities surrounding Alameda Elementary, the group found that there is “no programming” within a ten-minute walk of
the school apart from the soccer �eld, Craig con�rmed. The lack of options in the surrounding area is one of the driving forces for having a variety of
features detailed for each of the design concepts.

Detailing the designs
Landscape architect, Ashley Ludwig at ABLE Studio out of Seattle, went more into detail on these design concept options, capitalizing on the idea that
currently there is no programming around Alameda Elementary and o�ering insight into the design options and how each could work for this area.

She said that there is “immense nature around Ontario” and how this is considered a “crossroads community” making up a “network of 25 — 30,000”
residents.

Also factoring into the designs, said Ludwig, is how the “climate is changing” and these designs re�ect adapting to these changes.

Privacy  - Terms

Landscape architect, Ashley Ludwig at ABLE Studio out of Seattle, gives a detailed presentation showing each of the three designs and the
amenities which are built into each design. Further community was given on these designs at the stakeholder / community partner dinner on
Feb. 28.

Griffin Hewitt photos | Argus Observer
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Gri�n Hewitt

Aside from a “connection to nature” another one of the ideas that were integrated into the designs is having “intergenerational spaces” where children,
parents and grandparents can all interact together.

She also said how Alameda Elementary has “a lot of land to work with.”

Ideas from attendees
Some of those in attendance at the dinner had input on the designs following the main presentation. Concerns were raised about the idea of added
plants and trees to the site due to the need for additional water to maintain the new vegetation. Drought resistant plants is the option being explored by
the group to o�set this potential issue.

Security was the next concern to be addressed. Attendees were reminded that there is a fence that wraps around the school grounds with locking gates
and there is no access to the grounds around the clock. Security upgrades will also be part of the overall project, the group con�rmed.

Another suggestion from attendees was to have a pollinator garden where lady bugs and praying mantids are raised, allowing the children to learn
while seeing these bene�cial insects hatch and grow.

Others said that there need to be picnic tables with electrical hookups, in addition to showing support for a space set up for music, as described in the
“Porches” design.

Community components
All three of the design concept options include six common features that are a mainstay among the designs. These features are: shade structure,
exercise station, basketball, play area, swings and �eld. The arrangement of these structures / features vary from design to design.

The survey sheet notes that feedback on the design concepts presented will ultimately “shape a �nal conceptual plan.”

Concept 1: Loops — Features include: Event structure, lawn amphitheater, tree-shaded play and community garden.

Concept 2: Porches — Features include: Hangout seating, art wall, picnic pavilion, music and �exible �eld.

Concept 3: Plants & Play — Features include: Covered court, grass volleyball, native plants, climbing towers and nature-inspired play.

Important to note, this schoolyard upgrade is a community space which will be accessible to more than students at Alameda Elementary.

https://www.argusobserver.com/users/profile/guest3273
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