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| am writing to express my strong support for Senate Bill SB 1583, which aims to
prevent school boards and district personnel from banning textbooks or library books.
As a concerned citizen and advocate for education, | believe that this legislation is
crucial for upholding the principles of academic freedom and intellectual diversity in
our educational institutions.

Banning books not only undermines the fundamental right to access information but
also stifles critical thinking and deprives students of the opportunity to explore diverse
perspectives. By restricting access to certain materials, school boards and district
personnel limit the educational experiences of students and inhibit their ability to
engage with complex issues in an open and inclusive manner.

Furthermore, censorship of books can have far-reaching consequences, perpetuating
ignorance and hindering progress. It is essential that our schools foster an
environment where students are encouraged to question, analyze, and form their
own opinions based on a wide range of viewpoints and ideas. Senate Bill SB 1583 is
a necessary step towards safeguarding this principle.

Moreover, banning books can have a disproportionately negative impact on
marginalized communities, as it often targets literature that addresses issues of race,
gender, sexuality, and other forms of identity. By prohibiting such censorship, Senate
Bill SB 1583 promotes equity and inclusivity in education, ensuring that all students
have access to literature that reflects the diversity of human experiences.

In conclusion, | urge you to support Senate Bill SB 1583 and uphold the right to
intellectual freedom in our schools. By protecting students' access to a broad and
inclusive range of books and ideas, we can foster a more informed, tolerant, and
democratic society.

Thank you for your attention to this important issue.



