
LO O K I N G  A H EA D
Charting a sustainable future for Oregon’s 
hatchery system



HATCHERIES 
A t - a - g l a n c e

• 14 state-owned

• 18 federally-owned

• 1 Portland General Electric 
facility 

ODFW operates 33 hatcheries 
in Oregon

Umatilla

Oxbow
Bonneville

Gnat CreekBig Creek



HATCHERIES 
A t - a - g l a n c e

These hatcheries annually
produce ~35 million salmon 
and steelhead and ~5 million 
trout for release into Oregon 
rivers and lakes. 

Some of these releases rely on 
additional facilities operated by 
tribes, the Salmon and Trout 
Enhancement Program (STEP), 
and other local entities. 

Over 70 percent of salmon 
and steelhead harvested in 
Oregon come from a 
hatchery



ODFW is seeking to proactively meet these challenges by 
conducting an assessment of the hatchery system, and 
examining how we can adapt and invest for the future.

Climate change, aging hatchery 
infrastructure, and increasing 
costs are making it more 
difficult for Oregon’s hatchery 
system to meet fishery and 
conservation goals.



ODFW Budget Note 
The Department of Fish and Wildlife is directed to procure 
a third-party assessment of the operations, sustainability, 
and climate vulnerability of state-owned fish hatcheries. 

Economics
Funding models, financial 
sustainability, cost benefit

Wild Fish
How are impacts and benefits 
of hatchery programs on wild 

fish accounted for in 
planning/policies

Climate Vulnerability
What impact will climate 
change have on hatchery 

infrastructure and 
programs, the need for 

these programs, and how 
can impacts be mitigated



Budget Note 
P r o g r e s s

• OSU/NOAA-Assess 
biological viability of 
hatchery programs 

• Solarc-Assessment & 
recommendations for 
chilling solutions

Requests for 
Proposals 
Issued

Contracts 
Awarded

Finalizing 
Contract @ Pre-Bid Stage

• Facilitation of public 
process

• Assessment of system 
sustainability and 
alternative operating 
models

• Economic analysis

• Review of regulatory 
Processes

• Future need for 
hatchery programs 



Ant ic ipated  t imel ine
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