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Current Oregon Rules 

• Dentist and Hygienist are currently able to 
attest that dental assistants are proficient at 
taking radiographs. 

• Obtain verification of competence from a 
licensed dentist of having been employed for at 
least 1,000 hours (outside the state of Oregon) in 
the past two years as a dental assistant taking 
radiographs

• Those coming from another state with 1,000 
hours of radiologic experience can get a 
certificate. 

• 13 other States don’t require a Radiologic 
Proficiency Certificate (WA, Idaho, Alaska, New 
York…)



Dental X-rays

• Single chest x-ray: 0.02 millisieverts (mSv) (2 
mrem)

• Dental x-ray (four bitewings): 0.005 mSv (0.5 
mrem)

• Panoramic x-ray: 0.026 mSv (26mrem)

• Cone-Beam Computed Tomography (CBCT): 
0.011-1.073mSv (1.1mrem-107.3 mrem)

• Trans-Atlantic Flight (2.5 mrem)

• Mammogram (four images): 0.13 mSv (13 mrem)

• 620 mrem a year 

• 310 mrem from Cosmic and Terrestrial sources.



Oregon Health Authority 

• Lead aprons can be used as a precautionary 
measure if a facility chooses to use them for 
adult patients.

• Radiation Protection Services: Lead apron for 
pregnant patients.

• Individuals who want to remain in the room for 
during exposure

• Thyroid collars for Pediatric patients.



How common are head 
and neck cancers?

• Alcohol and tobacco are major risk factors for cancers 
of the head and neck.

• About 70% of cancers in the oropharynx (which 
includes the tonsils, soft palate, and base of the tongue) 
are linked to human papillomavirus (HPV), a common 
sexually transmitted virus.

• Thyroid cancer is linked with a number of inherited 
conditions, but the exact cause of most thyroid cancers 
is not yet known.

In 2022, 1,918,030 New Cancer Diagnosis Occurred

Thyroid Cancers accounted for 2.2 %

https://www.cdc.gov/cancer/alcohol/
https://www.cdc.gov/cancer/tobacco/
https://www.cdc.gov/cancer/hpv/basic_info/hpv_oropharyngeal.htm


Radiation Health and Safety 
Exam Test Results

2019-2020 69% pass rate

2020-2021 63% pass rate

ADA’s Council on Dental 
Education and Licensure (CDEL)

https://www.danb.org/exams/exam/rhs-exam


Barriers to the Workforce & Access to Care 

Sites that offer Courses 6 Testing Centers or Proctored Online


