
• Owned by a Sustainable Food & Agriculture Perpetual 
Purpose Trust

• Distributed 125+ million pounds of produce in 2022

• Mission: to promote and inspire the growth of the 
organic agriculture movement

NW’s largest distributor of organic produce
-since 1978-



Oregon: Early Leader in Organic

 First state law for organic foods; 1974

 Updated state law to include allowed inputs; 1989 

 Organic Foods Production Act of 1990; Introduced by 
Congressman Peter DeFazio



Organic in Oregon

Oregon: 491 farms in 2021, 612 in 2023



Organic in Oregon
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Organic Growth



The Organic Guarantee



The Organic Guarantee

From sequestering carbon and 
regenerating soil to protecting 
human & animal health and 
driving rural develop, organic 
covers it all!



The Organic Guarantee



The Organic Guarantee



The Organic Certification Process



Expenses 

 Annual organic certification ($2,813 - 2020 avg.)
 Annual inspection ($400 - $1,500+)
 Plant residue & soil testing
 Planting & maintaining cover crops (often having no market value)
Maintain buffers from conventional neighbors
 Special medications & treatment practices for livestock
 Specific cleaners & sanitizers permitted for use
 Dedicated processing lines for manufacturing
 Segregated storage for organic goods
 Every input and production practice documented/verified

Eligible for cost share 
reimbursement



Certification & Transition Cost Share 
Reimbursement 

National Usage 
Rate: 38.5%

Oregon Usage 
Rate: 35%*

# of certified 
operations: 893

Estimated cost 
(35% usage): 

$234,500

# of Transitional 
operations: <100 

(estimate)

Estimated cost: 
$75,000

Federal cost share per operation/scope: will return to 75% 
of eligible expenses up to $750.

*A state match is expected to increase Oregon’s usage rate.



Pass SB 1058-2

 Support an entire sector of agriculture
 Organic: nursery stock, grass seed, fruits/vegetables, livestock, eggs, dairy, 

animal feed, baby food, consumer packaged goods, wine/beer/spirits, and 
more.

 Support organic agriculture as a solution for climate change mitigation

 Set an example for other states to follow

 Be a leader once again in organic food production
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