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Co-Chair Frederick
Co-Chair McLain
Senator Dembrow
Senator Weber
Representative Cramer
Representative Mclntire
Representative Nguyen
Representative Ruiz

Joint Committee on Ways and Means Subcommittee on Education

Re: House Bill 5025 — Higher Education Coordinating Commission Oregon Youth
Works Program - SUPPORT

Co-Chair Frederick, Co-Chair McLain, and Members of the Committee,

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony on the Oregon Conservation Corps
Funding Opportunities. On behalf of the cities and counties in Central Oregon, the Central
Oregon Intergovernmental Council is in support of House Bill 5025 — Higher Education
Coordinating Commission — Workforce Investment Related Programs and Funding.

Senate Bill 762 established the Oregon Conservation Corps and the Oregon Conservation
Corps Funds. This funding allowed opportunities for the Central Oregon Intergovernmental
Council to partner with the Heart of Oregon Corps to create the Central Oregon Wildfire
Workforce Partnership. Youth crews, comprised of local at risk youth, conduct fuels
reduction work on private and public property within Jefferson, Deschutes, and Crook
Counties. This work is free of charge for property owners and is prioritized for underserved
and low-income communities and ranges from thinning, chipping, and ladder fuels reduction
in natural areas to create defensible spaces around homes, neighborhoods, and critical
infrastructure. Through this program youth gain essential mentoring and on the job training,
certifications, and knowledge in fire fuels reduction practices.

Since these funds were awarded, fuels reduction projects have created much needed
defensible space around and within fire prone areas throughout Oregon. In addition, the
funding has connected youth to their communities, while also gaining important life
changing skills.

The communities in Central Oregon are surrounded by fuels that create a catastrophic fire
risk. This funding is essential to protecting our residents. We ask for your support of House
Bill 5025.

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony.

Respectfully,
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Scott Aycock
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