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Oregon Commission on Asian and Pacific Islander Affairs

Advocating for Equity and Diversity throughout Oregon

Oregon Commission on

Chair Prozanski, Vice Chair Thatcher, and Members of the Senate Asian and Pacific Islander Affairs

Committee on Judiciary:

Chairs:
Jacqueline Leung
Sang Tzun “Sam” Phan

For the record, my name is Sang Tzun Phan, or you can call me
Sam. | am a Co-Chair of the Oregon Commission on Asian and
Pacific Islander Affairs (OCAPIA). | am writing to you in support of

SB 320. Vice-Chair:
John Iglesias

OCAPIA works for the implementation and establishment of

economic, social, legal, and political equity for Asian and Pacific Commissioners:

Islander Americans in Oregon and to maintain a continuing Marilyn McClellan

assessment of issues and needs confronting Asian and Pacific Hiral Pandya

Islander Americans within the state.
Legislative Members:

Over the last four years and prior to my role in OCAPIA, | was a Senator Michael Dembrow
supervisor at Trillium Family Services in their secure in-patient
program and then moved on to be a Legal Resource Facilitator
for Multnomah County. During that time, | had the opportunity Albert Lee, Executive Director
to work with many individuals who were in Oregon Youth lyesha Rosser, Policy & Research
Authority custody as well as individuals who were just released Saba Saleem, Public Affairs
seeking to reconnect with their families. With that experience, |
learned that regardless of age or background, people have the
beautiful, innate behavior to change. That is why | am asking for
your support for SB 320.

Oregon Advocacy Commissions
Office Staff

Ava Stevens, Executive Support
Gustavo Guerrero, Legislative Lead

In 1994, Oregon passed Measure 11, which established a mandatory minimum sentence for violent
crimes and serious sex offenses. If convicted, criminals must serve their sentences in full regardless of
the situation. In this measure, juveniles aged 15 to 17 standing trial for Measure 11 crimes must be tried
in adult court as well. While many argue that measure 11 has helped reduce crime in Oregon, a 2018
report done by The Oregon Council on Civil Rights (in collaboration with the Oregon Justice Resource
Center) has found that Measure 11 has had “no clear benefit to public safety.” Instead, it has removed a
judge’s ability to exercise their discretionary power, which is especially problematic for youth as young
as 15, as they would be tried like adults. The same report also noted that the U.S. Supreme Court, with
support from cognitive science studies, has said that young people have a large capacity for “change and
positive growth, regardless of the severity of their crimes.”

SB 320 allows a person serving a mandatory minimum sentence to receive a reduced sentence for good
behavior and certain programming. Measure 11 has stripped away the opportunity for incarcerated
individuals, especially youth, to demonstrate this potential for change. This bill allows incarcerated
persons to show their improvement in front of a judge and presents a clear pathway to rehabilitation
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and incentive for good behavior. Through this bill, Oregon will be a leader in trauma-informed criminal
justice. It also recognizes that nearly all Measure 11 youth will eventually return to their communities.

Measure 11 disproportionately hurts youth of color and communities of color (Black youth account for
15.5% of Measure 11 indictments but only 1.8% of the general population in Oregon (resulting in an
overrepresentation of around 8.6 times). Because of this, we must provide a better way to reintroduce
our incarcerated folks back to the community. Although SB 320 may not fix all of the issues within our
system, the potential to reduce a mandatory sentence is a step in the right direction.

| strongly urge your support for SB 320.

Sincerely,

Sam Phan

Co-Chair, Oregon Commission on Asian and Pacific Islander Affairs

Sources:

1. Black youth account for 15.5% of Measure 11 indictments but only 1.8% of the general
population in Oregon (resulting in an overrepresentation of around 8.6 times
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https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmedia.oregonlive.com%2Fpacific-northwest-news%2Fother%2FYouth%2520and%2520Measure%252011%2520in%2520Oregon%2520Final%25202.pdf&data=05%7C01%7CGustavo.GUERRERO%40oac.oregon.gov%7Ccbe7c4e40e984ae4c55208db2fb39e1e%7Caa3f6932fa7c47b4a0cea598cad161cf%7C0%7C0%7C638156220902325401%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ti0caLu6aYAHFZ1Gdn99czgXfnIR3OrOUCyWkNvEog8%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmedia.oregonlive.com%2Fpacific-northwest-news%2Fother%2FYouth%2520and%2520Measure%252011%2520in%2520Oregon%2520Final%25202.pdf&data=05%7C01%7CGustavo.GUERRERO%40oac.oregon.gov%7Ccbe7c4e40e984ae4c55208db2fb39e1e%7Caa3f6932fa7c47b4a0cea598cad161cf%7C0%7C0%7C638156220902325401%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ti0caLu6aYAHFZ1Gdn99czgXfnIR3OrOUCyWkNvEog8%3D&reserved=0

