March 27, 2023
House Committee on Behavioral Health and Health Care

Dear Chair Nosse, Members of the House Committee on Behavioral Health and Health
Care,

We are contacting you to ask for your support for HB 3596, a technical fix for HB 4106
(2022 Session), which passed unanimously in both the House and Senate Health
Committees, 54-1 on the House floor, and 27-2 on the Senate floor.

The Legislature, after much debate and discussion, overwhelmingly agreed that the current
process for training surgical technologists is creating a devastating workforce
crisis. HB4106 was intended to allow work based apprenticeships, and concurrent
educational opportunities.

The Oregon Ambulatory Surgery Center Association worked with stakeholders to develop
HB 4106 in 2022, which aimed to develop a workable apprenticeship program that would
streamline the process in a safe manner and enable experienced out of state surgical
technologists to enter the workforce in Oregon upon demonstrating competency.
Unfortunately, during the rule making process, the bill language was interpreted by the
Department of Justice as continuing to require a two year degree before an apprenticeship
could begin - - completely contradicting legislative intent. Both the Oregon Health
Authority and the Bureau of Labor and Industries indicated that a technical fix would
resolve the issue, and restore their ability to start the apprenticeship model.

HB3596 maintains the ability of the Oregon Health Authority and the Bureau of Labor and
Industries to set clear standards for education and experience to certify a highly trained and
skilled surgical technologist apprentice student, while also protecting patient
safety. The bill reiterates clear Legislative intent, and will help address the shortage of
available surgical technologists impacting patients, hospitals and ambulatory surgery
centers throughout the state.

If you have any questions, please feel free to reach out to Doug Riggs for more information
at doug@nwpolicy.com or at (503) 702 - 5120.

Sincerely,
oo tope S K. Coetior
Christopher D. Skagen Kelli Coelho

OASCA Executive Director OASCA President



