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The world is likely to pass a dangerous temperature threshold within the next 10
years, pushing the planet past the point of catastrophic warming — unless nations
drastically transform their economies and immediately transition away from fossil
fuels, according to one of the most definitive reports ever published about climate
change.

The report released Monday by the U.N. Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change (IPCC) found that the world is likely to surpass its most ambitious climate
target — limiting warming to 1.5 degrees Celsius (2.7 degrees Fahrenheit) above
preindustrial temperatures — by the early 2030s.

Beyond that threshold, scientists have found, climate disasters will become so
extreme that people will not be able to adapt. Basic components of the Earth system
will be fundamentally, irrevocably altered. Heat waves, famines and infectious
diseases could claim millions of additional lives by century’s end. (Washington Post
3.20.23)

Aside from the possibility of lowering air quality in the areas around them, CAFOs
also emit greenhouse gases, and therefore contribute to climate change. Globally,
livestock operations are responsible for approximately 18% of greenhouse gas
production and over 7% of U.S. greenhouse gas emissions (Massey & Ulmer, 2008).
While carbon dioxide is often considered the primary greenhouse gas of concern,
manure emits methane and nitrous oxide which are 23 and 300 times more potent as
greenhouse gases than carbon dioxide, respectively. The EPA attributes manure
management as the fourth leading source of nitrous oxide emissions and the fifth
leading source of methane emissions (EPA, 2009)

Do you need any other reasons to place a moratorium on factory farms? If we don't
begin to limit our greenhouse gas emissions immediately, your children and mine will
not have a future on this planet as we know it.



