
SUBJECT: Support SB 1065 

Chair Prozanski, and Members of the Senate Committee on Judiciary: 

Hello. I hope this letter finds you well. My name is Daniel Resnick and I am a third-year medical 

student pursuing psychiatry at Western University COMP-NW.  I just wanted to reach out to ask you to 

support SB 1065. As an aspiring addiction psychiatrist this issue plays a key role in my patient’s lives and 

drug convictions often create significant barriers to patient’s recovering and reintegrating into our 

communities. I previously worked in mental health and drug rehabilitation and have seen the struggles 

first hand of good people seeking to grow and establish healthier ways of living who saw their progress 

stymied by an inability to rent apartments, get jobs, or otherwise build new foundations for their lives.     

I have personally witnessed people with past drug convictions become impeccable nurses, 

technicians, and even physicians after their records were expunged. I’m proud to call some of them dear 

friends whose previous struggles actually enhance their compassion and give them unique skills and 

perspectives in helping engage others seeking to overcome similar struggles. For the few who managed 

to overcome the stigma of their past, countless others are forced to wear an albatross around their 

necks which traps them in a cycle of struggle and suffering. We have the power to start ending the 

stigma of past nonviolent drug use and empower more people to become thriving and contributing 

members of society. 

M110 ended the failed experiment of criminalizing drug use, but it did not restore rights to those 

Oregonians who were convicted of drug possession prior to its enactment into law. The Oregon 

Legislature has the opportunity and the duty to remove the obstacles faced by people in our state who 

want to live better lives. I hope that you will pass Senate Bill 1065 to set aside prior drug convictions. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Sincerely,  

Daniel Resnick, OMS III, MBA from Bend, OR 

 

 



References: 

1. Rosenberg, A., Groves, A. K., & Blankenship, K. M. (2017). Comparing Black and White Drug 

Offenders: Implications for Racial Disparities in Criminal Justice and Reentry Policy and 

Programming. Journal of Drug Issues, 47(1), 132–142. 

https://doi.org/10.1177/0022042616678614 

2. Floyd, L. J., Alexandre, P. K., Hedden, S. L., Lawson, A. L., Latimer, W. W., &amp; Giles, N. 

(2010). Adolescent Drug Dealing and Race/Ethnicity: A Population-Based Study of the Differential 

Impact of Substance Use on Involvement in Drug Trade. The American Journal of Drug and 

Alcohol Abuse, 36(2), 87–91. https://doi.org/10.3109/00952991003587469 

3. American Society of Addiction Medicine. (2021). Advancing Racial Justice in Addiction Medicine. 

Retrieved from https://www.asam.org/advocacy/find-a-policy-statement/view- 

policystatement/public-policy-statements/2021/02/26/public-policy-statement-on-advancing-racial- 

justice-inaddiction-medicine 

4. Jones, M., Coleman, S., & Leierer, S. (2017). Challenges Facing Released Prisoners and People 

with Criminal Records: A Focus Group Approach. Corrections, 2(2), 91–109. 

https://doi.org/10.1080/23774657.2016.1273079 

5. U.S. Government Accountability Office. (2017). Nonviolent Drug Convictions: Stakeholders' 

Views on Potential Actions to Address Collateral Consequences. U.S. GAO. 

https://www.gao.gov/products/gao-17-691 

6. Pew Charitable Trusts. Drug Arrests Stayed High Even as Imprisonment Fell From 2009 to 2019. 

(2022). https://pew.org/3GzjeVl 

7. Pew Charitable Trusts. More Imprisonment Does Not Reduce State Drug Problems. 

(2018). http://pew.org/2tszeZl 

8. Werb D. (2018). Post-war prevention: Emerging frameworks to prevent drug use after the War on 

Drugs. The International Journal on Drug Policy, 51, 160–164. 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.drugpo.2017.06.012 

9. Ahern, J., Stuber, J., & Galea, S. (2007). Stigma, discrimination and the health of Illicit Drug 

Users. Drug and Alcohol Dependence, 88(2-3), 188–196. 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.drugalcdep.2006.10.014 X Johnson, Amanda Johnson, Amanda. 



Challenging Criminal Records in Hiring Under the Americans with Disabilities Act. Columbia 

Human Rights Law Review, 2017. Available online: 

https://hrlr.law.columbia.edu/files/2018/01/AmandaJohnsonChallengingC.pdf 

10. Xi Cohen, A. How the war of drugs impacts social determinants of health beyond the criminal 

legal system. Annals of Medicine. 2022; 54(1):2024-2038. Available online: 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC9302017/ 


