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Chair Golden, Vice Chair Girod and members of the Committee: 

 

WaterWatch of Oregon is a non-profit river conservation organization founded in 1985. 

WaterWatch works to ensure that enough water is protected in Oregon’s rivers, lakes and 

streams to sustain fish, wildlife, recreation and other public uses. We also advocate for balanced 

water laws and policies, including wise management of Oregon’s groundwater resources. 

 

WaterWatch continues to support Senate Bill 85 with the proposed -1 amendments. 

WaterWatch opposes the proposed -3 amendments. 

 

With the -1 amendments, SB 85 would put a moratorium on new and expanded confined animal 

feeding operations (CAFOs) above the size currently specified in Oregon Department of 

Agriculture (ODA) rules as “Large Tier II” CAFOs (e.g., 2,500 dairy cows, 3,500 beef cows, 

350,000 broiler chickens) until June 30, 2031. As explained in WaterWatch’s written testimony 

for the March 6 hearing, WaterWatch supports SB 85-1 because, in addition to other harmful 

impacts, large CAFOs put extreme, concentrated demands on Oregon’s rivers, streams, lakes, 

and groundwater aquifers. 

 

The proposed -3 amendments would limit the moratorium to just large poultry CAFOs and end it 

after just two years. That moratorium would be too short. It also would be too limited because 

there is no good reason to limit the moratorium to just large poultry CAFOs. Other large CAFOs 

are just as impactful, if not more so, to all of the interests threatened by large factory farms. 

 

On water demands alone, for example, a threshold-sized (350,000 birds) Large Tier II broiler 

chicken (dry waste) CAFO consumes about 19,000 gallons of water per day on average as 

drinking water for the birds.1 A threshold-sized (2,500 cows) Large Tier II dairy CAFO 

consumes about 50,000 gallons of water per day just for drinking water for the cows2 - more than 

twice as much as the chicken CAFO. A large dairy CAFO also requires significant water to 

 
1 Estimate based on data provided by ODA in poultry CAFO workgroup (Attachment 1) using 

average consumption in middle of age range. 
 
2 Estimate based on OSU data using average consumption. 
 

https://extension.oregonstate.edu/animals-livestock/beef/how-much-water-do-livestock-need


 

 
 

irrigate adjacent cropland to absorb nitrates in the animal waste, whereas a typical large chicken 

CAFO does not. 

 

The controversial J-S Ranch chicken CAFO near Scio involves water rights of less than 1 million 

gallons per day.3 The proposed Easterday Dairy CAFO near Boardman involves water rights of 

more than 20 million gallons per day.4 

 

Thus, for the sake of our water resources, among other reasons, Oregon needs a moratorium until 

2031 on all new and expanded large CAFOs, not just a two-year moratorium limited to large 

poultry CAFOs. 

 

Thank you for considering our comments. 

 

Brian Posewitz 

Staff Attorney 

 

Contacts:  Brian Posewitz, brian@waterwatch.org. 

      Jack Dempsey, jack@dempseypublicaffairs.com 

 
3 Attachment 2 (proposed determination on J-S Ranch water-right transfer). Go here to convert 

cubic feet per second (cfs) to million gallons per day. 
 
4 Attachment 1 is a water supply plan submitted by Easterday Dairy to the Oregon Water 
Resources Department and obtained pursuant to a public records request. The last row (estimated 
irrigation demand) is in “acre feet” per year. An acre foot is the amount of water necessary to 

cover one acre with water one foot deep. To convert acre feet per year to million gallons per day, 
divide by 1,121 (click here for a conversion calculator). 

 

https://www.convertunits.com/from/cfs/to/million+gallon/day+%5bUS%5d
https://www.convertunits.com/from/(acre+feet)+per+year/to/million+gallon/day+%5bUS%5d


WaterWatch Testimony, Attachment 1



WaterWatch Testimony, Attachment 2



WaterWatch Testimony, Attachment 2



WaterWatch Testimony, Attachment 2



WaterWatch Testimony, Attachment 2



WaterWatch Testimony, Attachment 2



WaterWatch Testimony, Attachment 2



Description 

Domestic Use for 
human consumotion 

and sanitation - both 

employees and 

owners/operators 

Watering Livestock 

/(_/ 

Water for the milding 

system, cleanup, and 

maintenance 

Water for air misting 

Other Water use for 

milk/dairy production 

Water used in flushing 

system for cleaning 

livestock holding areas 

Totals 

Water for dilution of 

wastewater for 
application at 

agronomic rates 

Crop Production 5333 

Acres 

Average Daily 

Water Description Use 
Easterday Farms Dairy 
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Annual Acre 

Gallons Average Daily CFS Feet 

4850 0.0075 5.43 

336,400 0.5205 376.64 

46,500 0.0719 52.06 

35,000 0.0541 39.19 

40,000 0.0618 44.79 

360,000 0.557 403.07 

822,750 1.2728 921.18 
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Approval/Contract 

Source Required 

1) Port of Morrow l)Current LOI & 
2)Ground future contract POM 

Water/Surface 2) ODWR Transfer 

Water use transfer Approval 

~11',A.#- ~ - ,.t_, J\.le~-
1) Port of Morrow l)Current LOI & 

2)Ground future contract POM 

Water /Surface 2) ODWR Transfer 

Water use transfer Approval 

1) Port of Morrow l)Current LOI & 
2)Ground future contract POM 

Water/Surface 2) ODWR Transfer 

Water use transfer Approval 

1) Port of Morrow l)Current LOI & 

2)Ground future contract POM 

Water/Surface 2) ODWR Transfer 

Water use transfer Approval 

1) Port of Morrow l)Current LOI & 

2)Ground future contract POM 

Water/Surface 2) ODWR Transfer 

Water use transfer Approval 

1) Port of Morrow l)Current LOI & 

2)Ground future contract POM 

Water/Surface 2) ODWR Transfer 

Water use transfer Approval 

Certificates 80062, 

CID 83517, 86856, 

86857,86992,86993 

,_ 
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