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JOINT COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS SUBCOMMITTEE ON EDUCATION
OREGON STATE CAPITOL
900 COURT STREET NE

SALEM, OREGON 97301

MARCH 19, 2023

CO-CHAIRS SENATOR FREDERICK AND REPRESENTATIVE MCLAIN AND MEMBERS OF THE
COMMITTEE

I AM WRITING ON BEHALF OF FRY FAMILY FARM IN SUPPORT OF THE FARM TO SCHOOL
GRANT PROGRAM IN THE OREGON DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION’S BUDGET. THIS GRANT
PROGRAM PROVIDES CRITICAL FUNDING FOR SCHOOLS AND EARLY CHILDHOOD
EDUCATION PROGRAMS TO PURCHASE OREGON FOODS, HANDS-ON FARM AND GARDEN
EDUCATION PROGRAMS, EQUIPMENT AND INFRASTRUCTURE FOR FOOD PRODUCERS AND
TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE FOR THE FARM TO SCHOOL COMMUNITY. SUSTAINING THE
CURRENT LEVEL OF $10.2 MILLION DOLLARS WILL SUPPORT DEPENDABLE BUSINESS
RELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN SCHOOLS AND FOOD PRODUCERS AND MAINTAIN CONSISTENT
EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS THAT CONNECT STUDENTS TO AGRICULTURE AND NUTRITION.

FRY FAMILY FARM HAS BEEN SELLING TO SCHOOLS FOR ALMOST 10 YEARS, SINCE 2012.
DURING THAT TIME, WE HAVE GAINED A LOT OF EXPERIENCE WORKING WITH LOCAL AND
REGIONAL SCHOOLS. WE WERE ONE OF THE FIRST FARMS IN OREGON TO BE ACCEPTED
INTO THE DOD FRESH/UNPROCESSED FRUIT & VEGETABLE PILOT PROGRAM. TODAY WE
SELL TO OVER 20 SCHOOLS AND 5 SCHOOL DISTRICTS INCLUDING: MEDFORD SCHOOL
DISTRICT, PHOENIX/TALENT SCHOOL DISTRICT, CENTRAL POINT, EAGLE POINT AND
GRANTS PASS SCHOOL DISTRICT. IN ADDITION, WE HAVE WORKED WITH OTHER LOCAL
FARMS TO SOLVE SOME SHIPPING LOGISTICS FOR SCHOOL PROCUREMENT.

AS A PARENT, FARMER AND ROGUE VALLEY FARM TO SCHOOL BOARD MEMBER I
SUPPORT THIS GRANT PROGRAM BECAUSE IT BUILDS SKILLS FOR WELLNESS AND HEALTH
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IN KIDS AND COMMUNITIES. WE LOVE THE FARM TO SCHOOL PROGRAM AND FEEL LIKE
THIS IS SUCH AN IMPORTANT PROGRAM FOR FARMERS TO PARTICIPATE IN. WE HAVE BEEN
ADVOCATING FOR THIS PROGRAM TOO MANY LOCAL FARMS, SCHOOLS AND THE
COMMUNITY FOR A LONG TIME. TEACHING YOUNGER PEOPLE HOW TO MAKE HEALTHIER
FOOD CHOICES IS CRUCIAL TO BOTH THEIR HEALTH AND THE HEALTH OF THE FARMING
COMMUNITY. INCREASING THE AWARENESS OF LOCAL FOODS AND SEASONALITY
AVAILABLE FOODS AT A YOUNG AGE WILL HELP THEM MAKE BETTER CHOICES IN BUYING
FOOD AS THEY GET OLDER. THIS HAS BEEN A GREAT OPPORTUNITY FOR US AND WE ARE
EXCITED TO EXPAND, BECAUSE GETTING NUTRITIOUS LOCAL FOODS TO KIDS IS THE MOST
IMPORTANT THING WE DO. INCREASING OUR PRODUCTION SCHOOL MAKES US FEEL GOOD
ABOUT THE FUTURE.

AS A FARMER I BELIEVE IT BUILDS A STRONG LOCAL FOOD SYSTEM AND SUPPORTS OUR
LOCAL ECONOMY. OVER THE YEARS, WE HAVE GROWN AND SOLD A LARGE VOLUME OF
PRODUCT TO OUR LOCAL SCHOOLS. WE ARE ONE OF THE ONLY PRODUCERS IN THIS
REGION TO BE GAP CERTIFIED AND REGISTERED WITH THE PILOT PROGRAM, AND HAVE
OVER 29 VEGETABLES ELIGIBLE TO SELL TO SCHOOLS. IN THE LAST YEAR, WE HAVE SOLD
OVER 60,000 POUNDS OF VEGETABLES; RANGING FROM TOMATOES, PEPPERS,
CUCUMBERS, SQUASH, PUMPKINS AND MORE. OUR SALES TO SCHOOLS HAS STEADILY
INCREASED OVER THE LAST FEW YEARS. IN 2014, WITH FOCUSED EFFORT, AND WE
MANAGED A TOTAL OF $13,134. IN THE LAST THREE YEARS WE HAVE BEEN SELLING AN
AVERAGE OF OVER $20,000 TO OVER 5 DISTRICTS. THIS VOLUME AMOUNTS TO
APPROXIMATELY 3% OF OUR TOTAL CROP SALES.

I ASK THAT YOU SUPPORT INCLUDING THIS GRANT PROGRAM IN THE OREGON
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION’S BUDGET AT THE CURRENT LEVEL OF $10.2 MILLION SO
THIS PROGRAM CAN CONTINUE TO SUPPORT HEALTHY KIDS, SCHOOLS AND COMMUNITIES.
THANK YOU FOR YOUR TIME.

AMBER FRY
FrRY FAMILY FARM
541-301-0842

AMBER@FRYFAMILYFARM.ORG
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	Joint Committee On Ways and Means Subcommittee On Education
	Oregon State Capitol
	900 Court Street NE
	Salem, Oregon 97301
	March 19, 2023
	Co-Chairs Senator Frederick and Representative McLain and members of the Committee
	I am writing on behalf of Fry Family Farm in support of the Farm to School Grant Program in the Oregon Department of Education’s budget. This Grant program provides critical funding for schools and early childhood education programs to purchase Oregon foods, hands-on farm and garden education programs, equipment and infrastructure for food producers and technical assistance for the farm to school community. Sustaining the current level of $10.2 million dollars will support dependable business relationships between schools and food producers and maintain consistent educational programs that connect students to agriculture and nutrition.
	Fry Family Farm has been selling to schools for almost 10 years, since 2012. During that time, we have gained a lot of experience working with local and regional schools. We were one of the first farms in Oregon to be accepted into the DoD Fresh/Unprocessed Fruit & Vegetable Pilot Program. Today we sell to over 20 schools and 5 school districts including: Medford School District, Phoenix/Talent School district, Central Point, Eagle Point and Grants Pass School District. In addition, we have worked with other local farms to solve some shipping logistics for school procurement.
	As a parent, farmer and Rogue Valley Farm to School Board Member I support this grant program because it builds skills for wellness and health in kids and communities. We love the Farm to School Program and feel like this is such an important program for farmers to participate in. We have been advocating for this program too many local farms, schools and the community for a long time. Teaching younger people how to make healthier food choices is crucial to both their health and the health of the farming community. Increasing the awareness of local foods and seasonality available foods at a young age will help them make better choices in buying food as they get older. This has been a great opportunity for us and we are excited to expand, because getting nutritious local foods to kids is the most important thing we do. Increasing our production school makes us feel good about the future.
	As a Farmer I believe It builds a strong local food system and supports our local economy. Over the years, we have grown and sold a large volume of product to our local schools. We are one of the only producers in this region to be GAP certified and registered with the Pilot Program, and have over 29 vegetables eligible to sell to schools. In the last year, we have sold over 60,000 pounds of vegetables; ranging from tomatoes, peppers, cucumbers, squash, pumpkins and more. Our sales to schools has steadily increased over the last few years. In 2014, with focused effort, and we managed a total of $13,134. In the last three years we have been selling an average of over $20,000 to over 5 districts. This volume amounts to approximately 3% of our total crop sales.
	I ask that you support including this grant program in the Oregon Department of Education’s budget at the current level of $10.2 million so this program can continue to support healthy kids, schools and communities. Thank you for your time.
	Amber Fry
	Fry Family Farm
	541-301-0842
	Amber@fryfamilyfarm.org

