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Esteemed Chair Lively, Vice-Chair Ruiz, Vice-Chair Mcintire, and members of the
committee:

My name is Troy Henri and | am a college and career advisor for pre-college TRIO
programs at Warrenton Middle School and Warrenton High School, through Clatsop
Community College. Thank you for allowing me to submit written testimony on the
proposed legislation being considered today, to give my earnest input.

| wish to provide testimony supporting HB3120-2, that The Higher Education
Coordinating Commission shall establish a grant program for the purpose of
supporting organizations that expand the scope and community reach of college
access and success programs for the purpose of increasing college enroliment and
post-secondary completion rates for Oregon’s historically underrepresented. This bill
also aligns with the recommendations of the Joint Task Force On Student Success
for Underrepresented Students in Higher Education (JTUSHE).

In the last biennium budget, HB 2412-2 invested $5 Million to five College Access
and Success organizations in the state. The intended purpose of those funds was to
increase support services for Oregon’s historically underrepresented students and
expand the number of students served across the state.

TRIO programs are designed to serve low-income and first-generation students
looking to improve their lives through post-secondary education and training.
Currently, Oregon has 54 Grants serving over 11,000 students from middle school
through adult and college-aged students. The programs are federally funded through
the department of education. The previous state investment in the Oregon TRIO
Association substantially expanded these services to new communities and worked
with institutions and community organizations to increase the number of grants
statewide and to serve additional students. As a result, we have added nine (9) new
TRIO grants in Oregon! This outcome generated over $2 million in additional annual
funding from the federal budget, over 1,000 new students served annually, and over
20 new jobs across the state. Additionally, funds were utilized to support current
program operations, create state-wide student events and staff professional
development opportunities, provide scholarships to those no longer eligible for Pell
Grant funding, and support study abroad educational opportunities and the high
school and college level.

A continued investment in community-based organizations through HB3120-2 will



uniquely address the needs of underrepresented students in higher education
throughout Oregon. | acknowledge that TRIO programs are limited in the impact we
can have statewide, despite running effective programming in our service areas. |
believe that an investment in the Oregon TRIO Association is a remarkable return on
investment that can help maintain the effective management and constant expansion
of TRIO programs throughout the state. TRIO is impactful at serving
underrepresented students in Oregon; let's work together to increase the number of
students who benefit from these services!

| urge you to approve HB 3120-2, please. Moreover, please do not hesitate to reach
out to me for further information on my enthusiastic support of HB3120-2 and,
specifically, on the positive impact the Oregon TRIO Association has had with the
supportive funding offered through the HECC of the past two years.

Sincerely,
Troy Henri

Troy Henri

College & Career Advisor, Pre-College TRIO
(Talent Search & Upward Bound)

(503) 349-9668 — Cell

(503) 338-5740 — Office at CCC

1651 Lexington Ave

Astoria OR 97103

thenri@clatsopcc.edu



