
Su p port  the A griStr ess H elpl i ne,  whic h has pro ven effe ctivenes s wit h  less t han 2 % of
l i f el ine cal ls  resul t ing in  hos pital izat ion
L ev erage th e stren gth o f  the statewide OSU Extension Service to  conduct  e ffect ive
edu c ation an d outr each activ it ies,  so that  people  are aw are th e resou rce e xi sts  an d
c al l  the num ber w hen t hey,  o r  a  lo ved one,  needs it .

In  the  United States ,  sui cide rates a mong farmers ,  rancher s,  and ot her  agri cultural
man ag ers a re almo st  58%  highe r  tha n any othe r  occ upatio n.  K ey fac to rs  contr ib uting to
thes e preven table  death s incl ude f inan cial  los ses,  c hronic  i l l ness,  wor k-l i fe  imbal ance,
soc ie tal  st ig mas a nd th e phy sical  & social  barr ier s  to  acc ess me ntal  h ealth  services.
Addi t i onal ly ,  suici de rat es in  Orego n are hig he r  than the national  average.  

SB 955 w ould a l locat e $3 00,000 from the Genera l  Fund to  supp ort  im plem entat ion  of  the
AgriS tress He lpl ine ,  a  f ree &  confidentia l  cr is is /support  l ine that  is  avai l able  24/7,  w ith
inte rp retation servi ces p rovid ed in  16 0 langu ages.  Dif fer ing fr om t he 9-8-8  hot l ine ,  the
AgriS tress Ho tl ine spec ial ists  have supplem ental  training  to  unders tand th e cu lture,
val ues,  stre ssors,  and l ived  experienc es of  agricul tu re wor kers.  In  addit i on ,  cr is i s
spec ial ists  h ave a cces s to  a  state specif ic  curated database  of  agri cu ltural  an d healt h
reso urces.

Farm ers an d ranch ers a l read y have a  trusted relat ionship with  OSU Ext ensi on Services .
This  partnersh ip  is  v ital ,  now  mor e than eve r,  as  the industry  faces  a dver se hardsh ips
rang ing from  extrem e w eathe r  to  incre ased reg ulat ions.

With  the help  of  S B 955 ,  wit hin  3 0 days the OSU  Extens io n prog ram can :

In  effort  to  stop preventable deaths of  our  local
agriculture workers,  we urge you to  vote YES on SB 955.

rocky.dallum@tonkon.com

SUPPORT SUICIDE PREVENTION
FOR AG WORKERS: SB 955
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