March 9, 2023

Senator Elizabeth Steiner and Representative Tawna Sanchez
Joint Chairs of Ways and Means

Oregon State Legislature

900 Court 5t. N.E.

Salem, Oregon 97301

Dear Chair Steiner and Chair Sanchez:

The Union/Wallowa Chapter of the Oregon Hunters Association (OHA) would like to express our explicit
support for the Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife (ODFW) 23-25 Governor’'s Recommended Budget
(GRB) bill (SB-5509). Statewide OHA represents 10,000 members with 200+/- members located in Union
and Wallowa Counties. The GRB represents an increase of $53.3 million from the 2021-2023 biennium.
The increase reflects additions made by the legislator that are being recommended to be carried forward
into the proposed 2023-2025 biennium.

Proposed in the 2023-2025 GRB is a Policy Option Package (POP 121) requesting Federal Limitation to
pursue the purchase of Phase Il of the Minam Wildlife Area. Phase Il will add 10,964 acres to the existing
Phase | 4,609 acres that was previously purchased November of 2022. The Union/Wallowa County
Chapter of OHA contributed $20,000 to Phase | and has an additional $14,000 earmarked for Phase Ii.
OHA has provided $100,000 in aggregate to the Phase | acquisition.

A coalition of 50+ partners led by ODFW, Manulife, and Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation have agreed to
support Phase | and Il. Completion of Phase |l will link public access to the Eagle Cap Wilderness along the
six miles of the Minam Wild and Scenic River Corridor. The entire project will protect critical big game
winter range and prevent the parcel from being broken up into several smaller ownerships. This property
will remain a working landscape which is supported by both the Union and Wallowa County
Commissioners.

The Union/Wallowa County Chapter of OHA strongly supports the adoption of GRB $B-5509 and POP 121,
Your consideration in this matter is appreciated.

Best Regards,

organ QOlson
President — Union/Wallowa County Chapter OHA

CC: Amy Patrick
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