
Testimony in support of  SB551

Purpose: require every school district to distribute and publish information about the secure
storage of firearms and medications.

It should be a critical concern for all of us that there are millions of children in our
country at risk for firearm death or injury for one reason. That one reason is that there is
at least one unsecured gun in their own home. The number of these unsecured guns
has seen a recent and alarming surge. Firearms are the leading cause of death for
American children and teens.1 Research shows that these storage practices can play a
vital role in reducing the risk of gun violence for children due to unintentional shootings
and gun suicides.2 This gun violence should be common ground for all of us and should
be recognized as a public health emergency.  As with all public health crises,  we must
examine the causes and educate about these causes in order to protect our children
and ourselves in our schools and our homes.  We must learn from the statistics that tell
us that unintentional shootings, suicides, gun violence on school grounds and
homicides are all more likely to happen when there are unsecured guns in a home or
car or any other building on our property. We have taken an important step in Oregon to
enact a safe storage law that requires the owner or possessor of a firearm to secure
their firearm(s).  And we took another step with Senate Bill 554 to allow local school
authorities to create new "gun-free zones". These are commendable strategies but the
risks for our children are so high that it is time to take another step to assure that secure
storage of guns becomes actual practice to save lives.

I will quote many statistics in this testimony but please, take the time to read all of them
if you are not yet assured that we must recognize the overwhelming costs of unsecured
weapons in our homes. How do we compare to other countries as we care for our
children? Globally a study of 195 countries showed that the rate of unintentional firearm
deaths in the United States is the same as that  rate for the 195 countries combined.
This must be repeated: accidental gun death rate in the US is equal to the total rate of
195 other countries.3 The unintentional firearm death rate in the United States is four
times higher than that of the other high-income countries4 In comparison to many other
countries, we are clearly failing to protect our children from largely preventable death and injury.

There is also clear evidence of an unprecedented surge in firearm purchases in the last
three years.5,6 A survey study reported in Journal of the American Medical Association in
April 2021 shows us how children are increasingly at risk.7 In 2015, one-third of all
households with children contained firearms, 21% of which contained at least 1 firearm
that was both loaded and unlocked. This means that  approximately 4.6 million children
lived in a home with loaded and unlocked firearms.8 The situation is now worse. In



comparison, in April 2021, approximately 30 million children lived in households with
firearms, 7 million more than in 2015. Firearm owners with children were only slightly
less likely to have firearms that were both loaded and unlocked (15.0% vs 21%) in
2021.  The conclusion of the 2021 study of was to “underscore the ongoing need for
more effective efforts to reduce children’s exposure to unsafely stored firearms,
especially considering recent increases in new firearm owners, including those with
children”.5,6,7,8

Access to guns is reflected in the increasing rates of violence we see in schools.
Everytown for Gun Safety collects information on an ongoing basis on all incidents
where a gun was discharged in or onto a school’s campus or grounds, using news
reports from reputable media sources and verifying these incidents with an independent
research firm. From an average of 49 incidents in every school year since 2013, this
past school year saw 193 incidents of gunfire on the grounds of preschools and K–12
schools.

Unintentional shootings happen to children of all ages but have common risk factors. In
homes with guns, the likelihood of accidental death by shooting is four times higher.
More than a third of all unintentional shootings of children take place in the homes of
their friends, neighbors or relatives. Between 2015 and 2020, there were at least 2,070
unintentional shootings by children that resulted in 765 deaths and 1,366 nonfatal gun
injuries. Every year, nearly 350 children under the age of 18 unintentionally shoot
themselves or someone else.This equates to one unintentional shooting per day, and
nearly 77 percent of these incidents take place inside a home.9 Playing with the gun is
the most common scenario in an unintentional shooting especially for younger victims.
A majority of unintentional firearms deaths for children ages 0 to 9 occur when they or
someone else are playing with the gun. The groups at highest risk in unintentional
shootings however are older children and teens, ages 10 to 19. 10

Kids and adolescents are at an increased risk for suicide when there is a gun in the
home too. Suicide rates in this population are four times higher than for kids who live in
homes without guns. In the past decade, 40% of the suicides committed by kids and
teens involved guns. Nine out of 10 of these suicides were with guns that the victims
accessed at their own homes or from a relative's home.11

The report “Protecting America’s Schools A US. Secret Service Analysis of Targeted
School Violence” 12 tells us that active shooters on school grounds are often connected
to the school. Guns used in school-based violence generally come from the shooter’s
home or the homes of family or friends. When it comes to school shootings, there are
nearly always advance indications. These warning signs, if appropriately identified, can
offer an opportunity for intervention.  In the study of incidents from 2008 to 2017, 100

https://everytownresearch.org/report/notanaccident/
https://www.healthychildren.org/English/health-issues/conditions/emotional-problems/Pages/Ten-Things-Parents-Can-Do-to-Prevent-Suicide.aspx


percent of the perpetrators showed concerning behaviors, and that 77 percent of the
time at least one person, most often a peer, knew about their plan.Prevention is
possible in these cases, but only when there are adequate levels of awareness of the
warning signs, an established safety plan to deal with a crisis and an established
practice of safe storage.

We have a personal example of how the politicization of gun rights is impacting safety in
schools. Our grandchildren attend an otherwise absolutely exemplary school and I am
there four days a week. The school safety plan does not address gun safety and there
is no public indication that the school could be a gun-free sanctuary or that all guns in
the homes of these children should be safely stored. Our children deserve better but
apparently it may take legislation for this school to support the adoption of safe storage
practices.

In all these situations, in our home, our schools, our children’s friends' homes the risk of
unsecured guns is resulting in daily deaths that are preventable and it is past time to
take action. We had to learn and legislate the practice of seatbelt/carseat/backseats for
our children when it was clear that the development of modern motor vehicles could
result in so many children’s deaths when they were unsecured- a public health issue.
The American Academy of Pediatricians has demonstrated leadership in an educational
role, acknowledging the urgency of this public health risk and recommending that
pediatricians address firearm safety as part of its routine care for families with children
of all ages. It is also time for schools to address gun violence with this public health
approach.  We must leave politics aside and expect our schools to distribute and publish
information about the secure storage of firearms.

Thank you for your consideration and support of this bill.

Dr. Steven and Jean Carlton
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