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RE: Testimony in Support of HB 2697

To the House Committee on Behavioral Health and Health Care:

I’'m a pharmacist in the Portland area, and am writing to you in support of HB 2697. I believe this
legislation will reduce staffing-related medication errors, preserve and promote the nursing workforce
in the state, and most importantly improve patient outcomes.

Unsafe nursing staff ratios are associated with a variety of poor patient outcomes, including medication
errors, falls, and death.'” Furthermore it is a systematic and self-reinforcing problem which cannot
adequately be addressed without legislation. Inadequate staffing increases workload by increasing
patients’ length of stay and readmission rates, while simultaneously decreasing nursing supply via
burnout.”* California passed safe staffing legislation in 2004, resulting in one fewer patient per nurse,
lower mortality, and less burnout.”> With even greater pressures placed on healthcare personnel in the
present day, it is important that we follow their example.

The bill could go further to protect nurses and patients by further specifying the complaint procedures
OHA will implement. Nurses and the public would be best served if nurses were explicitly empowered
to submit complaints directly to OHA, and were protected by whistle-blower protections specified by
this legislation.

Please pass this important legislation.

Sincerely,

Matthew Hoctor, PharmD
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