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SUMBMARY:

« Section 242 of Title 18 makes it a crime for a person:acting under color of any law to willfully deprive a person of
! aright or privilege protected by the Constitution or laws of the United States.

For the purpase of Section 242, acts under "color of law" include acts not only done by federal, state or local
officials within their [awful authority, but also acts dorie beyond the bounds of that official’s lawful authority, if the
acts are done while the official is purporting to or pretendlng to act in the performance of his/her official duties.
Persons acting under color of law within the meaning of this statute include police officers, prisans guards and
other law enforcement officials, as well as judges, care providers in public health facilities, and others who are
acting as public officials. it is not necessary that the crime be motivated by animus toward the race, color,
religion, sex, handicap, familial status or national’ ongm of the victim.

The offense is punishable by a range of imprisonmegt up fo a life term, or the death penalty, depending upon the
circumstances of the crime, and the resuiting injury, if any.

i TITLE 18, U.S.C., SECTION 242

Whoever, under color of any law, statute, ordinance, regulation, or custom, wHiquy subjects any person in any
State, Territory, Commonwealth, Possession, or District to the deprivation of any rights, privileges, or
immunities secured or protected by the Constitution or laws of the United States, ... shall be fined under this
title or imprisoned not more than one year, or both; and if bodily injury results from the acts committed in
violation of this section or if such acts include the use, aftempted use, or threatened use of a dangerous
weapon, explosives, or fire, shall be fined under this title or imprisoned not more than ten years, or both; and if
death results from the acts commnitted in violation of this section or if such acts include kidnapping or an
attempt to kidnap, aggravated sexual abuse, oran attempt to commit aggravated sexual abuse, or an atfempt
fo k:H shall be fined under this title, or Jmpnsoned for any term of years or for hfe or both, or may be

sentenced to death. - :, L ol
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Fedaral Civil Rights Statutes
Title 18, U.S.C., Section 249 - Matthew Shepard and James Byrd, Jr,, Hate Crimes Prevention Act

This statute makes it uniawful to willfully cause hodily injury—or atternpting to do so with fire, firearm, or other dangarous weapon—when 1} the crime was committed decause of the actual
or perceived race, calor, religion, national origin of any person, o 2) the crime was committed because of the actual or percelved refigion, national origin, gender, sexua! arfentation, gender
identity, or disability of any person and the crime aflectad interstate or fereign commerce or socumred within faderal special maritime and territodal jursdictigbontants

The law also provides funding and technical assistance to state, local, and tribal jurtsdictions to help them ta more effectively investigate, prosecute, and pre\.ﬁgt;m Ao |

LS H :

Tha law provides for a maximum 10-year prison term, unless death (or attempts to kill) results fram the offense, or unless the offense includes kidnapping ar} i3y i “
aggravated sexual abuse or attlempted aggravated sexual abuse. For offenses not resulling in death, there is a seven—year statule of limitations. Fer offense$FE50T0g In death,
statute of [imitations. aral Explosves Conirol St

Title 18, U.S.C., Section 241 - Conspiracy Against Rights

This statute makes it unjawful for two or more persans to conspire to injure, oppress, threaten, or inimidate any person of any state, tarritory or district in the frae exercise or enjoymsnt of
any right or privilege secured to him/her by the Constitution or the laws of the United States, {or because of hisfher having exercised the same).

i further makes it unlawful for twa or mors persons to ga in disguise an the highway or on the premises of another with the intent to prevent or hinder his/her free exercise or enjoyment of
any rights sa secured.

Punishment varies from a fine or imprisenmant of up to ten years, or both; and if death results, or if such acts include kidnapping or an atlempl to kidnap, aggravated sexual abuse oran
attempt 1o commit aggravated sexual abuse, or an attempt to 1dll, shalt be fined under this title or imprisoned for any term af years, or for [ife, or may be senienced to death.

Title 18, U.S.C., Section 242 - Deprivation of Rights Under Color of Law

This statute makes it a crime far any persan acting under color of law, statute, ofdinance, regulation, or custom te willfully deprive or cause to be deprived from any persan those rights,
privileges, or immuntities secured or protected by the Constitution and laws of the us.

This law further prohibits a person acting under color of law, statute, ordinance, regulaticn or custom to willfully subject or cause to be subjected any person ta different punishments, pains,
or penalties, than those prescribed for punishment of citizens on account of such persan being an aken or by reasen of his/her color or race.

Acts under "color of any law” include acts not only done by federal, state, or local efficials within the bounds or limits of their lawful authority, but also acts done without and beyond the
baunda of their lawful authority; provided that, In order for unlawful acts of any official to be done under "calar of any law," the unlawful acts must be done while such official Is purporting ar
pratending to act in the performanca of his/er official duties. This definition includas, in addition to law enforcement afficlals, individuals such as Mayors, Council persons, Judges, Nursing
Home Proprietors, Security Guards, etc., persans who are bound by laws, statutes ordinances, ar customs.

Punishment vares from a fine or imprisanment of up ta ane year, or both, and if bodily injury results ar if such acts Inciuds the use, attermpted use, or threatened use of & dangsrous
weapan, explosives, or fire shall be fined or imprisoned up to ten years or both, and if death results, or if such acts Includs kidnapping er an attempt to kidnap, aggravated sexuaf abuse or
an attemipt to comenit aggravated sexua! abuse, or an attempt ta ki, shall be fined under this title, or Imprisaned for any term of years or for life, or both, or may be sentenced o death.

Title 18, U.8.C., Section 245 - Federally Protected Activities

1) This statute prohibits willful injury, intimidation, or interference, ar attempt to do so, by force or threat of farce of any person or class of persens because of their activity as:

a. Avoter, or parsan qualifying to vate..; .
b, a participant in any benefit, service, privilege, program, fadility, or activity provided or administered by the United States;
¢. an applicant for federat employment or an employee by the federal government;

d. a juror or prospective juror in federal court; and

e. a participant in any program or activity receiving Federai financial assistance.

* 2) Prohibits willful Injury, intimidation, ar interference or attempt to da so, by farce or threat of forca of any parsan hecause of race, color, refigion, or national origin and bacause of hisher
activity as: !

a. A student ar applicant far admission ta any public school or public callege;

b. a participant In any benefit, service, privilege, program, facllity, or activity provided or administered by a state or local government;

c. an applicant for private or state employment, private or state employee; & member or applicant far membership in any labor arganization or hiring hall; or an applicant for employment
through any employment agency, labor organization or hiring hall;

d. a jurar or prospective juror in state court;

e. a traveler or user of any facility of Interstate commerce of commaon carier; or

f. a patront of any public accommodation, including hotels, motels, restaurants, lunchrooms, bars, gas statians, theaters...or any other establishiment which serves the public and which is

principally engaged in seffing food or beverages for consumption ar: the premises,

3) Prohibits interferanca by force or threat of force against any person becaluse he/she is or has been, or in order to inlimidate such person or any other persan or class of persons from
participating or affording others the opportunity or protestion ta so participate, or lawfully aiding or encouraging other persons to participate in any of the benefits or aclivites listad in itsms
{1} and (2), above without discrimination as to race, color, redigion, or national origin,

Punishment varies from a fine or imprisonment of up to one year, or both, and if bodiy injury results or if such acts include the use, attempted use, ar threatened use of a dangerous
weapan, explosives, or fire shali be fined or imprisoned up to ten years or both, and if death results or If such acts include kidnapping or an attempt to kidnap, aggravated sexual abuse or
an attempt to commit aggravated sexua} abuse, or an attempt to kill, shall be subject to imprisonment for any term of years or for lifa or may be sentenced to death,

Title 18, U.S.C., Section 247 - Church Arson Prevention Act of 1996

'Pronibits (1) intentional defacement, damage, or destruction of any religious real property, because of the refigious, racial, or ethnic characteristics of that property, or [2) intentional
shstrustion by farca or threat of force, or attempts to obstruct any persan in the enjoyment of that person's free exarcise of religious beliefs. ¥ the intent of the crima is motivated for reasens
of refigious animeosity, it must be praven that the religious real property has a sufficient connection with interstate or foreign commerce. However, if the Intent of the orime is racially
motivated, there is na requirement to satisfy the Interstate or foraign commerce clause.

Punishment varies from ane year impriscnment and a fing or both, and if bodily Injury results to any person, including any public safety officar performing duties as a direct ar proximate
result of conduct prohibited by this section, and the violation is by means of fire or an explosive, a fine under this title or imprisonment of nat mare than forly years or both; or If such acts
include the use, attempiad use, or threatened Use of a dangerous weapon, explasives, or fire shall be fined in accordance with this title and impriscnment for up to twenty years, or both,
and if death resufts or if such acts inciude Kidnapping or an attempt to kidnap, aggravated sexual sbuse or an attempt to cormmit aggravated sexual abuse, or an attempt to kill, shall be
fined in accordance with this title and imprisanad for any term of years o for life, or both, or may be santenced to death.

Title 18, U.S.C., Section 248 - Freedom of Access to Clinic Entrances (FACE) Act

This statute prohibits (1} the use cof force or threat of force or physical obstruction, to intentionally injure, intimidate or interfere with or attempt to injure, intimidate ar interfere with any
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