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February 13, 2023
To House Committee on Housing and Ho meless ness

From UCP Connections & UCP Mentors Re: Supportfor HB 2001

Dear Chair Dexter and members of the Hous e Co mmittee on Housing and Ho meless ness,

My nanme is Glenna Hayes andl amthe Advocacy and Outreach Coordinatorf or UCP
Connections and UCP Mentors. We are an organization that supports people 18 years and older with
intellectual and develop mental dis abilities in Clackamas County and Multnomah County with case
manage mentservices to help choose arrange and monitor the s upports they need to live on their own
or in theirfamily homes within the community. | amwriting on behalf of UCP Connections & UCP
Mentors insupport of HB2001

This piece of legislation would have a large positive i mpact on our community. Many individuals
with dis abilities are on afixed very lowincome which leaves the ngj ority of our custo mers sinply
unable to aff ord housing in Oregon There are many who are even having to nove into residential
services, like group andf oster homes, because there is not enough aff ordable, accessible livable
housing and resources to help with rent and other housing barriers. Ourcommunity is diverse and has
many intersectional identities thatface housing insecurities and discrinminations. When one of our
customers calls due to an eviction or rent increase this sends the individuals we supportinto acrisis
which uses noref unding and of ten we have no options on howto get themout and into an aff ordable
place Many waitlist are months toyears long, many of the eviction laws currently in place do not give us
the time to support with moving them and of ten we have no housing to transition the minto. We need
time to help our community with the eviction process and connecting the mto prograns and/or
resources in an accessible way. We need nore aff ordable units and housing options f or our co mmunity -
we needfanily options, notj ustsingle occupant apartments. This type of legislation would help our
community greatly by making things nore accessible and working toward building the resources and
renter laws we need to prevent Hous elessness. \WWhen people are given stable housing and housing
resources we prevent a large budget in e mergency/crisis services, we give people the choice to stay
independent, we give the people the ability to build community.

Sincerely,
Glenna Hayes

Advocacy and Outreach Coordinator of UCP Connections & UCP Mentors



