Deb Patterson
State Senator /Sendadora Estatal
District 10 /Distrito 10

Oregon State Senate /Senado del Estado de Oregdn

We, the undersigned, fully support Senate Bill 420 (2023) and encourage everyone to do the same.

Senate Bill 420 will create a Brain Injury Resource Navigation program in Oregon that will connect
survivors of brain injury with the help they need. The program will provide a warm hand-off
between the brain injury survivor and the necessary supports and services. Person-to-person
follow-up will take place at regular intervals to encourage integration of these services into their
daily life.

Over 45,000 Oregonians currently live with chronic, long-term effects of brain injury (Executive
Order 13-02, 2013). In 2020, 13,544 Oregonians sought care at a hospital or emergency room
following a brain injury. This number does not include those who sought help from urgent care,
their primary care physician, or did not seek care (OHA, 2022). Every day people with brain injury
struggle to access the crucial services they need to rebuild their lives.

Principles of equity and inclusion will guide the development of Brain Injury Resource Navigation
programs, ensuring that underserved populations throughout Oregon are prioritized. The inherent
challenges faced by Oregon’s underserved populations magnify the existing barriers between a
brain injury survivor and access to needed supports and services. Brain Injury Resource Navigation
will help minimize those challenges.

Areas of support will include, but not be limited to, the following:

® Medical and ® Housing services e Social support
therapeutic support e Disability services e Food stability
e Employment services ® Veteran services e (aregiver respite

For too long Oregonians with brain injury have struggled without a program to offer them
guidance and resources. SB 420 will resolve this and bring Oregon in line with other states that
offer similar programs. Evidence-based data demonstrates that Brain Injury Resource
Navigation improves the lives of brain injury survivors and their families. It will save the state
significant resources as those served will see increased quality of life, ability to reintegrate into
activities of daily living, and return to employment. It is a true win-win scenario.

We urge all lawmakers to support this incredibly important bill and, by doing so, help the
thousands of Oregonians who struggle daily with brain injury. The time is now, and this is the

bill that will finally make Brain Injury Resource Navigation a reality in Oregon.

Thank you,


https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2023R1/Measures/Overview/SB420
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2023R1/Measures/Overview/SB420
https://drive.google.com/file/d/121OwZ3DU9CrB4tAV3kXb0yzsUZzFA8zX/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/121OwZ3DU9CrB4tAV3kXb0yzsUZzFA8zX/view?usp=sharing
https://www.oregon.gov/oha/PH/DISEASESCONDITIONS/INJURYFATALITYDATA/Documents/TBI-Oregon-2020.pdf
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2023R1/Measures/Overview/SB420
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScHfrAjZrFNWKjm1GwQ3CaTZ5Zr5VdJ4_01QHdLA2eGatVIyA/viewform?usp=sf_link

Support Senate Bill 420!

Establish Brain Injury Resource Navigation in Oregon to help people find the services they need.
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Data from the 2020-2021 Oregon Brain Injury Services and Supports Survey. This survey was
conducted by the Center on Brain Injury Research and Training with funding from the
Administration for Community Living's Traumatic Brain Injury State Partnership Program.
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Supporters of Senate Bill 420

Individual Supporters: 341 (as of 1/23/23)
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Supporters of Senate Bill 420

Organizational Supporters: 26 (as of 1/20/23)
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Bradley Angle, Brain Injury Alliance of Oregon (BIAOR), Brain Injury Connections-
Northwest (BIC-NW), Corvallis Children’s Therapy, Diability Rights Oregon, Eastern
Oregon Center for Independent Living, Gilliam County District Attorney, INCIGHT
Company, Lane County District Attorney, Lane Independent Living Alliance (LILA),
League of Women Voters of Oregon, Little Peas Speech Therapy, Malheur Council on
Aging and Community Services, Minds in Motion Initiative, Morrison Child and Family
Services, Northeast Oregon Network, Options Counseling and Family Services, Oregon
Chapter of the American College of Emergency Physicians (OR-ACEP), Oregon Nurses
Association, Oregon Speech and Hearing Association, Origins Faith Community
Outreach Initiative, Progressive Rehabilitation Associates, RAPID (Rehabilitation &
Athletic Performance Intersecting Disability), Sarah Bellum's Bakery & Workshop, Sonos
Neurotherapies, Southern Oregon Education Service District
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