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SB 887 STAFF MEASURE SUMMARY Carrier: Rep. Helm

House Committee On Agriculture, Land Use, Natural Resources, and
Water

Action Date: 05/09/23
Action: Do Pass.

Vote: 8-0-1-0
Yeas: 8 - Boice, Gamba, Hartman, Helm, Levy B, Marsh, McLain, Owens

Exc: 1 - Scharf
Fiscal: Has minimal fiscal impact

Revenue: No revenue impact
Prepared By: Anna Glueder, LPRO Analyst

Meeting Dates: 4/20, 5/9

WHAT THE MEASURE DOES:
Provides that, in a suit for recovery of damages for unlawful taking or possession of food fish, damages must be
twice the fair market value of the food fish. Removes damages that specify the price per fish or calculations
related to the average market value of the fish, depending on food fish species. Replaces Oregon Fish and Wildlife
Commission rulemaking requirement to establish the average market value for each species of food fish annually,
with a requirement to establish the fair market value.

ISSUES DISCUSSED:
 Circumstances leading the Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife to apply the penalty
 Extent of fishing violations in Oregon
 Current procedure to calculate the average market value of food fish

EFFECT OF AMENDMENT:
No amendment.

BACKGROUND:
When food fish are taken in violation of the commercial fishing laws, inspectors, fish wardens, and other officers
are required by law to seize the fish. The fish are then allowed to be disposed of, sold, or preserved or used for
food purposes to prevent loss or spoilage. When a criminal prosecution occurs, the court can order the forfeiture
of the fish or any proceeds from their sale, and order that the moneys be deposited in the Commercial Fisheries
Fund (fund). Moneys from the fund are used by the Oregon Fish and Wildlife Commission (Commission) for the
administration and enforcement of commercial fishing laws, and for management, propagation, research, habitat
improvement, and other activities that protect, maintain, or enhance the food fish resources of Oregon. The
Commission establishes the average market value for more than 60 species of food fish annually by rule. The
values are then used to assess damages in commercial fishing violations where the agency seeks civil damages for
the unlawful taking or possession of food fish.

Senate Bill 887 would require the Oregon Fish and Wildlife Commission to establish the fair market value of food
fish by rule and would provide that in a suit for recovery of damages for unlawful taking or possession of food fish,
damages must be twice the fair market value of the food fish.


