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SB 423 A STAFF MEASURE SUMMARY Carrier: Sen. Dembrow

Senate Committee On Education

Action Date: 03/02/23
Action: Do pass with amendments. (Printed A-Eng.)

Vote: 6-0-1-0
Yeas: 6 - Anderson, Dembrow, Frederick, Gelser Blouin, President Wagner, Weber

Exc: 1 - Robinson
Fiscal: Has minimal fiscal impact

Revenue: No revenue impact
Prepared By: Ellen O'Brien, LPRO Analyst

Meeting Dates: 2/16, 3/2

WHAT THE MEASURE DOES:
Adds faculty and nonfaculty staff members to Oregon Health and Science University (OHSU) Board of Directors
and increases OHSU board membership from nine to 11. Requires all members of OHSU board to be voting
members and prohibits faculty and nonfaculty staff members on OHSU board from participating in board actions
and discussions about collective bargaining issues.

ISSUES DISCUSSED:
 Representation for OHSU health care workers
 Parity between OHSU and other public universities

EFFECT OF AMENDMENT:
Removes requirement for faculty and nonfaculty staff members of public university governing boards to be
appointed as voting members.

BACKGROUND:
In 1995, the Legislative Assembly converted Oregon Health and Science University (OHSU) from a public university
to a public corporation and established a board of directors. Since then, the governance structure of OHSU has
remained largely the same beyond changes to the number of board members, which increased from seven to 10
in 2001 and decreased to nine in 2015.

Prior to the dissolution of the State Board of Higher Education (SBHE) and the Oregon University System in 2015,
ORS 351.015 (2013) and ORS 351.020 (2013) required SBHE to include university faculty members and prohibited
those members from participating in actions and discussions involving collective bargaining issues. Senate Bill 270
(2013) created independent governing boards for Oregon's seven public universities, and since their inception
those boards have been required to include faculty and nonfaculty staff members. A provision prohibiting those
university governing boards' faculty and nonfaculty staff members from participating in actions and discussions
involving collective bargaining issues was added by Senate Bill 1525 (2014).

Senate Bill 423 A requires that members of public university boards be voting members and modifies the
composition of the Oregon Health and Science University Board of Directors.

https://www.oregonlegislature.gov/bills_laws/Archive/2013ors351.pdf

