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Represen ta t i ve B o s h a r t Davis Cal ls o n L e g i s l a t u r e T o Pass
I m p e a c h m e n t Cons t i t u t i ona l A m e n d m e n t

Oregon remains the only state in the nation without an executiveimpeachment
procedure

S A L E M , O R ? Today, Representative Shelly Boshart Davis (R-Albany) urged the
Legislature to advance HJR1 6 , which proposes an amendment to the Oregon
Constitution to establish an impeachment procedure for statewide elected officials.
Oregon is currently the only state in the nation without such aprocedure.

?Recent events illustrate, yet again, the importance o f having an impeachment

procedure on the books as a check against negligence and abuse of power by publ ic
officials,? sa id Represen ta t i ve B o s h a r t Davis. ?While I recognize that

investigations need time to play out, members o f both parties have already expressed
their dismay and concern over the emerging situation wi th Secretary o f State Shemia
Fagan and the impact this is having on public trust. The Legislature must have the
ability to remove a statewide elected official when necessary.?

Previous attempts to establish an impeachment procedure received bipart isansuppor t ,
wi th now Governor Tina Kotek and Congresswoman Val Hoyle voting in support.
Representative Boshart Davis is joined by Representatives Jami Cate (R-Lebanon),
Bobby Levy (R-Echo), and Anna Scharf (R-Amity) in sponsoring H J R 16.

?This has been a bipartisan issue in the past and i t should be again this year,?

c o n c l u d e d Represen ta t i ve B o s h a r t Dav is . ?Regardless of how ongoing events play
out, it 's clear that Oregon should jo in the 49 other states by moving forward w i th
establishing an impeachment procedure.?

H J R 16 is c u r r e n t l yi n the House Committee on Rules, where i t hasy e t t o be granted a
hear ing .
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L i b e r a l , f e m a i é a n d m i n o r i t y : A m e r i c a ? s n e w

g u n o w n e r s a r e n ? t w h o y o u ? d t h i n k

B y Dav id Cu lver and Jason Kravarik, C N N

Updated 8:21 A M EDT, Wed September 28, 2022

CNN ?
S e v e r a l t i m e s a w e e k y o u can h e a r gun f i r e e c h o i n g f r om B r a n d i Joseph?s s c e n i c
S o u t h e r n C a l i f o r n i a p roper t y . A l i censed f i r e a r m s ins t ruc to r a n d dea le r , J o s e p h
d e c i d e d to o p e n F o r t u n e F i r e a r m s in D e c e m b e r to se rve a g r o w i n g a n d rap id l y

c h a n g i n g c l i en te l e .

?There is a huge uptick in female owners,? Joseph said. ?Women are gett ing
trained; women are carrying... liberal and conservative.?

Proof of that change
pulled up Joseph?s
long, dusty driveway in
the San Jacinto Val ley
just before 10 a.m. for
a Saturday social, of
sorts. A group of
seven African

>y American women
stepped out of their
cars seemingly eager

A to start the i r first
4 f i rearms training
a session.

Gun sales r ise a m o n g Block p e o p l e as they look f o r f i r e a r m t ra in ing a n d

?Our society and cl imate is changing... it?s just better to be prepared for your own
safety and protection. That?s how we feel,? Laronya Day, who organized the outing,

said.

Now in the i r ear ly 50s, the women have been friends since they were kids in Los
Angeles, about two and a half hours from Joseph's business. And most of them
acknowledge they lean left polit ically.



?Do you have some fr iends who would be totally turned off by this?? we asked
Char lean Ward. ?Absolutely,? she responded. ?That's their choice; I?m exerc is ing
my choice.?

Jamie Beverly looked less certain, if not uneasy. ?Seeing all the guns on thet a b l e , |
w a s like ?ugh,?? Beverly said. ?Would you ever want to carry?? we asked her. ?l don ' t
think so,? she whispered.

A t the f i r i ng range at Fortune Firearms, in Hemet, California.
Jason Kravarik/CNN

Over the course o f nearly two hours, Joseph led a detai led instruction, teach ing the
women about everything from the types of handguns best suited for se l f -defense to
how to load and d isarm a firearm. Only after the women had repeatedly loaded the
cartr idge, inserted the magazine, chambered the gun, and then doing it all in
reverse, did Joseph determine they were ready to fire at their paper targets.

Echoes of gunfire rippled through the rural valley as the women pulled the i r
t r iggers.

?I def in i te ly am more closeted being a gun owner?
About an hour east of Los Angeles, Yessica Mendez and her wife Crisia Regalado
met with their instructor Tom Nguyen at Burro Canyon Shooting Park. But
Regalado, 25, admits she at first wanted nothing to do with guns.



?Just the sounds... the vibrat ions of each impact... made me very j i t tery and shaky

and | had to excuse myself out of the range,? Regalado recalled. ?I don?t know, it
jus t tr iggered something inside o f me and it made me scared.?

Mendez, 30, was equally disinterested in guns at first. But in recent years she?s felt

a growing need for self-protection.

?I?m a Mexican woman in a same-sex relationship; | need to feel safe. | need to feel
protected,? Mendez said. ?And right now the laws and the things that are going on
don?t make me feel safe and don?t make me feel protected.?

C r i s i a Rega lado a n d Yessica Mendez.

Jason K r a v a r i k l / C N N

She convinced her wife to join her for a training session with Nguyen, who began
LA Progressive Shooters in 2020.

?| never intended to become an instructor, but the need from the communi ty was
there,? Nguyen said. ?And there 's also folks from my own liberal communi ty who
see me as, ?oh you like guns you must be a gun nut.? But that?s not really it at all.?

Nguyen says his clients are most ly liberal and from all backgrounds, genders and
sexual orientations. He prides himself on creating an inclusive student base.

?The more | educate those who are formal ly anti-gun the more they actual ly real ize
that there?s more nuance to it,? he said.



Both Mendez and Regalado now have their own guns and are working toward
gett ing their concealed carry permits. But they avoid talking about the i r guns wi th
fr iends, who they say are firmly anti-gun.

?They're really not open to understanding,? Mendez said. Adding that she feels
more comfor table discussing her same-sex relat ionship with f r iends than her guns.
?I defini tely am more closeted being a gun owner, for fear o f retaliation.?

Find ing common ground at the range
B o t h M e n d e z a n d R e g a l a d o a t f i r s t wo r r i ed a b o u t the t y p e o f p e o p l e t h e y e n c o u n t e r

a t t h e g u n range , m a n y o f w h o m , t h e y say, a d v e r t i s e t h e i r c o n s e r v a t i v e p o l i t i c s in
w h a t they?re w e a r i n g o r l i s ten ing to.

?It 's m o s t l y all men , m o s t l y a l l w h i t e men , o l d e r m e n l ike 70s , 80s,? M e n d e z sa id .

?See ing p e o p l e look ing a t us, a n d kindo f j us t s t a r i ng . . . It a l w a y s m a k e s us m o r e
u n c o m f o r t a b l e . B e c a u s e w e ' r e l ike, ?oh m y G a d a r e t h e y g o i n g to c o m e a n d te l l us ,
l ike, g e t o u t o f he re . . . y o u don?t b e l o n g he re .?

Ins tead , they?ve g o t t e n a d i f f e r e n t reac t i on .

?They're like, ?Hey, you're doing weil, but can | show you something that might help
you more?,? Mendez said.

M e n d e z s a y s n o t o n l y has it c h a n g e d h e r i m p r e s s i o n o f t h o s e i n d i v i d u a l s , b u t s h e
a l s o b e l i e v e s it 's g i v e n s o m e a d i f f e ren t p e r c e p t i o n o f p e o p l e l i ke her.

?When I (came) back the next day, (one of the men) was like, ?Hey! | saw your wife
out there ? she looks nice. Tell her | said ?hi?.?

Sti l l , a s a M e x i c a n - A m e r i c a n i m m i g r a n t in a s a m e - s e x m a r r i a g e M e n d e z f e e l s
p u l l e d in d i f f e r e n t d i r e c t i o n s po l i t i ca l l y .

?But a t the e n d o f the d a y | h a v e to choose . A m | g o i n g to c h o o s e g u n s ? O r a m |

g o i n g to c h o o s e m y r e l a t i o n s h i p ? A n d | wil l a l w a y s c h o o s e m y r e l a t i o n s h i p , bu t it?s
j u s t l i ke a s h a m e tha t w e can?t c o m e t o g e t h e r a n d fee l safe,? s h e sa id .

D e - s t i g m a t i z i n g l a w f u l gun o w n e r s h i p
Gun sales in one of the country?s few black-owned gun shops, Redstone Firearms
in Burbank, California, soared post-pandemic and have remained steady, according
to co-owner Jonathan Solomon.

?It's not just one demographic . It?s not just one ethnic group. There?s just not one
level o f income.. . it?s a wide variety o f folks that come in here now,? he said.

While white men have the highest rates of gun ownership in the US, one survey
shows that in the first half of 2021 roughly 90% of retailers saw a surge in gun



This g r o u p o ff r i e n i s took inscruction on using f i t - a r m s at F o r t u n e F i rea rms .

Jason K r a v a r i C N N

Day is now planning to move forward with carrying after Joseph's class. ?With all
the th ings that you see on the news, things are happening more... in so many
public areas, movie theaters, Walmarts, grocery stores.... It?s like there?s no limit
now,? she said.

But gun ownership is not for everyone. Even after their course, within the close-kni t
group of fr iends there are differing opinions toward firearms.

?I th ink it?s great that more people are being educated and taking steps to protect
themselves and protect their families,? Beverly said. ?But for me personally, I'm still
leery. | don?t think | would purchase (a gun).?



s a i e s t o A f r i c a n A m e r i c a n s . The s a m e s u r v e y f o u n d t h e t a b o u t 80% o f re ta i l e rs
r e p o r t e d a n inc rease i n f r e a r m p u r c h a s e s b y H i s p e n i c a n d A s i a nA m e r i c a n s .

S o l o m o n . a f o r m e r p o l i c eo f f i ce r , opened t h e s h o p a b o u t n i n e y e a r s a g o w i t h h i e
wi fe Geneva. Hes a y sh i s n e w , d i v e r s e c u s t o m e r s are pr imar i ly buying the i r f i rst
gun for a s h a r e d reason : se f l -p ro tec t ion . B u t h e w a r s t h e m t o p a y c l o s e a t t e n t i o n

t o t h e r a p i d l y chang ing regutabons o n f r e e r m s .

?It 's a consistent education when i lcomest o gunl a w s ,especial lyi n California,?
Solomon said.

Cali fornis is consistent ly rated among the states wi th the toughest gun laws. The re
are etrict pol ic ies armed a t dasuad ing hasty gun purchases, including a 10-day
cooling off period from when you Duy a gun to whan you can take it ou t of the store.
And gett ing » concealed carry p e r m i m places like Los Ange les can take more than
® yea! end include b a c i ground checas and n t e n - u w s .

?it's really c o n v e n :- 4 tc imivk that Wf eer p s t Dan an object, i f w e jus t ban guns, then
all o f our problems would t a Loved - all of society's problems would be solved ~
but that?s not true © a a d taeanns ..scructoe Nguyen.

Nguyen seid more end more rescionts are wil l ing to put in the t ime and g o through
the hurdias to legally buy and ca?iy 6 gun. And he says moat of his cl ients suppor t
tough gun regulat ion 60 tang #s tnere?s clanty consistency and still a path toward
jagal gun ownersh@ He only hopes they incorporate educat ion and training into
that proossas.

?| want t o de-s t igmat izet a w h u a n d respons ib l eg u n ownership,? Nguyen s a i d .

?I j us t feel liberated?
A f t e r completingt h e : two-hourclasea t Fortune Firearms, mosto f t h e groupo f
seven childhood frends ware noticaably more comlostabie in theis new-found
knowledge.

"1 j u s t f ee ! l iberated,? Wards a i d . ?1 f e e l i k e , lef?'s movet o t h e n e x t s t e p : l i c e n s e t o
ca t t y , g a t t h e c o n c e a l e dweapon .?

D a t a f r o m Harvard foundt h a tmore than h a l f o f new g u n ownersare l i k a l y t o be
w o m e n . Josephs a y s many o f herchentsasemoreh b e r a l womenw h o d o n ' t

a d v e r t i s e t h a t t h e y ' r e c a r n n g .

?Mostpeapiehave ( in mind)t h e cookie-culierf i rearmowner . . . r i g h t - w i n g . . . .But
then there'st h e o thers ide t h a t i s qu ie t .Theyownguns. They?rebuyingthem.
They ' re s tockp i i ngammo. i s pusin o to n t h e s Facebookpages a n d i t 's n o t t he i r


