The Ocean Plastics Crisis

Tara Brock, Pacific Counsel
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90% of
seabird
species have
consumed
plastic
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Single-Use Plastics Are the Most Commonly
Collected Items in Beach Cleanups
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Straws, Stirrers Forks, Knives, Spoons Plastic Beverage Bottles
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Plastic Grocery Bags Plastic Cups, Plates

Source: ICC 2019 Report



An estimated 33 billion pounds
of plastic enter the marine
environment each year
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An estimated
900 marine species
are affected by
marine plastic
pollution
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Photo: Kristal Talbot



Credit: Amelia Vaughan, Beverly Beach State Park




Microplastic Concentrations In Oregon Rivers
Estimated relative abundance of microplastic pollution per 1000 m? (mp/1000m?) of river water

Willamette River
Portland
(2634 mpM1000 m?)

Willamette River
Albany
{430 mp/1000 m?)

Columbia River

St. Helens
{249 mp/1000 m?)

Deschutes River
Tumalo State Park
(153 mp/1000 m3)

Deschutes River
Near La Pine
(28 mp/1000 m¥)

Rogue River
Near Union Creek
(23 mp/1000 m?)

Rogue River
Grants Pass
(17 mp/ 1000 m*)

Willamette River
Fall Creek Mear Jasper
(12 mp/1000 m*)
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Source: LN Environment Programme and GRID-Arendai, 2016
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The real solution must be reduction

To reduce the amount of plastic
entering the ocean to 8 Mt a year
(2010 levels), we need to:
e Make less plastic: 25-40%
decrease per capita
e Increase quantity and quality of
waste management/recycling:
60-99%
e Continue targeted clean ups:
40%

Borrelle et al., 2020
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Break Up with Plastics, Oregon!
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