
Michael Orman, AQ Planning Section Manager 
Oregon Dept. of Environmental Quality

Aeron Teverbaugh, Senior AQ Legislative and Policy Analyst
Oregon Dept. of Environmental Quality

Aaron Ott, Emergency Manager
City of Medford 

Carissa Heinige, Public Health Emergency Preparedness Coordinator
Deschutes County

SB 762 (2021) Implementation

April 24, 2023



MORE WILDFIRE MEANS
MORE WILDFIRE SMOKE

2017 NEI Tons PM2.5

Forest Fires = Wildfires + Prescribed Fires

Temperatures 
are rising

Snowpacks are 
melting sooner

Forests are 
drier for longer

Wildfires are 
getting larger 
and more 
severe



SENATE BILL 762, SECTION 13
13. The Department of Environmental Quality shall develop and implement a program for supporting 
local communities, in detecting, preparing for, communicating or mitigating the environmental and 
public health impacts of wildfire smoke. 

13a. The Department of Environmental Quality shall establish a program for supporting local communities 
through intergovernmental agreements, grants, contracts or cooperative agreements to develop and 
implement community response plans to enhance the communities’ readiness and mitigation 
capacity for smoke.

13b. (1) The Department of Environmental Quality shall establish and implement a program to support 
communities across this state in monitoring, interpreting and communicating data related to 
ambient air quality conditions caused by wildfire smoke. 

(2) As part of the program, the department shall: 
(a) Conduct community outreach in areas of this state that are prone to poor air quality attributable to 

elevated levels of particulate matter. 
(b) Deploy air quality monitoring equipment in a manner sufficient to evaluate an increased prevalence of 

poor air quality attributable to elevated levels of particulate matter. 
(c) Monitor meteorological conditions in a manner sufficient to forecast occurrences of poor air quality.



Smoke Coordination & Air Quality Advisories 
Section 13: Wildfire Communications

- Maintain comprehensive response protocol
- Hosted over 18 coordination calls in 2022

**List of collaborators on next slide





Section 13: Wildfire Communications

Air Quality Monitoring
- Maintain Oregon Smoke Blog
- Oregon AQI Map
- OregonAir App
- ORAlerts Messaging



Community Response Plans
Bend, Oregon*
Ashland, Oregon*
Wallowa/Enterprise, Oregon*
Lakeview, Oregon 
Oakridge, Oregon (was a nonattainment area)

2022 CRP Development Recipient 
Jackson County, Oregon
Klamath County, Oregon
Union County/La Grande, Oregon
Hood River County & Wasco County Oregon

*SSRA with active 1-hr Exemption



Section 13a: Pass-Through Funding

Four CRP development project
• City of Medford/Jackson County
• Klamath County
• Union County
• Wasco and Hood River Counties 

Five CRP staffing and implementation project
• Deschutes County
• City of Ashland
• Wallowa County
• Town of Lakeview
• City of Oakridge



Tribal Smoke Preparedness 
8 Tribal smoke preparedness projects

Smoke Mitigation and Alternatives to Burning
3 mitigation and alternatives to burning projects
2 ACI emissions testing and EAB control projects

Section 13a: Pass-Through Funding



Section 13b: Monitoring Network

SB 762 Section 13b
Build and deploy 20 additional monitors
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Statewide Monitoring Input Survey 
City County

Damascus Clackamas

Gladstone Clackamas

Oregon City Clackamas
Seaside/Astoria Clatsop
Vernonia Columbia
Myrtle 
Point/Coquille Coos

Agness Curry

Gold Beach Curry
Canyonville Douglas
Sutherlin Douglas
Condon Gilliam

Steens Mtn Harney

Central Point Jackson
Jacksonville Jackson
Merlyn Josephine

City County
Klamath Falls (2nd 

monitor) Klamath

Christmas Valley Lake

Paisley or Silver Lake Lake
Lebanon Linn
Salem/Keizer Marion
Heppner Morrow
Downtown Gresham Multnomah
Monmouth/Independ
ence Polk

Moro Sherman
Ukiah Umatilla
Elgin Union
Beaverton 
(2ndmonitor) Washington

Tigard Washington
Fossil Wheeler
Newberg Yamhill



Section 13b: Monitoring Network

Understanding our network 
gaps
Polygon Mapping Project

• Partnership with OHA
• Gap analysis of network

New Monitor Locations 
Selected

12



SB 762 Next Steps

• Monitor Placement
• Grants and Contract Close-out
• Finalize Accomplishments and Lessons Learned
• Prepare for Fire Season and Staff Transitions



City of Medford CRP Development
Aaron Ott
Emergency Manager City of Medford 



Deschutes County Smoke Preparedness
Staffing and CRP Implementation
Carissa Heinige
Public Health Emergency Preparedness Coordinator



Community smoke response 
planning in Central Oregon 
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Community partnerships 
serving public health



Community Smoke Response Plan

• Deschutes County Health Services,
• Deschutes County Natural Resources
• Deschutes Collaborative Forest Project (DCFP)
• ODF
• DEQ
• Oregon Health Authority (OHA)
• Project Wildfire
• The Nature Conservancy (TNC) 
• U.S. Forest Service – Deschutes National Forest (DNF) 
• Central Oregon Fire Management Service (COFMS)



Central Oregon Fire Website



Central Oregon Fire Website



Smoke and Your Health Campaign

Link to PSA on Youtube

https://youtu.be/bXyczfK1PwI


Smoke and Your Health Campaign



Smoke and Your Health Campaign



Partnerships and Outreach
• Council on Aging of Central Oregon

• Latino Community Association

• Central Oregon Wildfire Education Campaign

• Deschutes Collaborative Forest Project

• OSU Cooperative Extension

• Oregon State Fire Marshal

• Deschutes National Forest

• Discover Your Forest

• Oregon Department of Forestry



Gaps and Opportunities



Thank you
Carissa Heinige
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