Senate Bill 887
Recovery of Damages for

Unlawful Take of Food Fish

ORS 506.720: The State Fish and Wildlife

.8 Commission may institute suit for recovery of
damages for the unlawful taking, possession or
killing of food fish...
v" »
2 Contemplates pursuit of civil damages beyond

fines assessed by a court as part of a violation issued by
Oregon State Police or other enforcement agency
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Current statute requires the Department to calculate Cu rre nt Stat Ute

“Average Market Value”

+ For each food fish Average Market Value

* Based on prior year’s average prices

-/

* Using data from fish tickets reported from commercial
fish dealers

e Published through a rulemaking procedure and
presented for Commission approval

Must be calculated every year
for more than 70 different commercially landed species b T p—Fir awiiie |




Current Statute SB 887

Schedule of Damages Schedule of Damages

Average Market Values

= Eliminates annual rulemaking and calculation of

Statutory Formula

average market value for each food fish based on

prior year
==
Steelhead Food Fish .
Violations Violations Each Violation Each Violation u Sets damages at 2X falr ma rket Value
#1 - 5% of value #1 — 2x value $125 per fish 2x value
2 10% of value 424 - $125 per fish = Fair market value defined in rule by Commission

#3+ - 20% of value

‘ place that the fish are landed”

Schedule of Damages

Currently defined as “market price at the same time and

» Time consuming to create > More efficient process

> Time lag with values that do not represent » More accurate and equitable value based
curre-nt market _ on current market

» Requires annual creation of a schedule of » Only calculate damages for the specific

damages for food fish for which the Department

, . instance in which the Department sues for
rarely, if ever, seeks civil damages

civil damages
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