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Representative Mark Owens
Why this matters to me



Over-Appropriation in Harney Basin

2015 2022



Representative Ken Helm 
Why this matters to me



Water Quantity and Quality

According to DEQ, warm 
water is the top pollutant in 
Oregon waterways

Warm water is linked to 
other water quality issues like 
decreased dissolved oxygen

Streamflows and 
groundwater contributions 
are linked to water 
temperature



Harmony Burright
Why this matters to me



Solid but Dated Foundation: 1955 Basin 
Planning Statutes
• “The Water Resources 

Commission shall proceed 
as rapidly as possible to 
study: existing water 
resources of this state…”

• “Based upon said 
studies…shall progressively 
formulate an integrated 
and coordinated program 
for the use and control of 
all water resources of this 
state.”



HB 3368 Original Bill: Basin Water Supply and 
Demand
Technical analysis – What 
water enters the system, 
what water is used, what 
water is stored in the 
system, and what water 
exits the system

Not about changing legal 
entitlements to use water, 
just assessing what’s on the 
books



HB 3368 Original Bill: State of Water Resources

Water is not available at the 
times when demand is highest

Surface water availability is 
based on an old period of 
record - 1958-1987

Oregon has been in a 22 year 
mega-drought

“In 16 out of the last 22 years, Oregon 
has received below-average 
precipitation statewide” - Larry O’Neill, 
State Climatologist in 2021

An update is long overdue



Limited surface water 
availability has increased 
the demand for 
groundwater

Limited groundwater data 
to inform sustainable 
decisions

History of chasing problems 
rather than preventing 
them

HB 3368 Original Bill: State of Water Resources



HB 3368 Original Bill: Managing Versus 
Allocating Water
• 100+ years of allocating water resources

• Distribution and regulation are getting more and more difficult and 
complex

• Over-allocation leads to costly conflict for individuals, communities, 
and the state

• Need to increase our focus on conservation, storage, and novel water 
supply options to meet instream and out-of-stream water needs
• Most solutions require working together

• No silver bullet



HB 3368 Original Bill: Pathway to Sustainability

2016 2023



HB 3368 Original Bill: Pathway to Sustainability

2016 2022



HB 3368 Original Bill: Rational Framework for 
Planning, Allocation, and Management



HB 3368 Original Bill: “The Pause”

• Protect existing uses from incremental depletion

• Set realistic expectations and common baseline regarding water 
availability before additional investments are made

• Provide a transparent, publicly available accounting of our water 
situation and a common technical basis for planning

• Allow time and space for the Department to take stock of our current 
situation

• Allow for a purposeful shift and deliberate approach to understanding 
and meeting our instream and out-of-stream water needs

• Wake up call and call to action - stop kicking the can down the road



-1 Amendment – The Bare Minimum

State of Water Resources and Basin Assessments – provide a 
common technical basis for future discussions and planning



This is Not a New or Novel Concept

• 1955 Basin Planning Statutes

• 1983 Strategic Water Management Group

• 1998 Water Stewardship and Supply Initiative

• 1999 Joint Task Force on Water Supply and Conservation

• 2007 Oregon Water Supply and Conservation Initiative

• 2008 OSU Statewide Water Roundtables

• 2012 Integrated Water Resources Strategy Development

• 2016 Place-Based Integrated Water Resources Planning

• 2017 Integrated Water Resources Strategy Update

• 2019 Oregon Water Vision 

• 2022 Regional Water Planning and Management Work 
Group



“Despite Past Efforts”

• 1999 Policy on Water Supply: “It is the policy of the State of Oregon 
to ensure a water supply sufficient to meet the needs of existing and 
future beneficial uses of water…in recognition of this, the planning 
and management of the water resources of this state shall be 
conducted in a consistent and coordinated manner.”

• 2003 Joint Task Force on Water Supply and Conservation: “Despite 
past ‘basin planning’ efforts dating back to the mid-1950s, the state 
does not have a comprehensive plan to ensure it can meet the water 
needs of streamflow-dependent resources and a growing economy 
and population.”



Oregonians Have Been Asking For a Long Time

2008 2021



Time to Make This a Reality

• “Water is a finite resource with growing 
demands; water scarcity is a reality in 
Oregon. Water-related decisions should 
rest on a thorough analysis of supply, the 
demand / need for water, the potential 
for increasing efficiencies and 
conservation, and alternative ways to 
meet these demands.”

- 2017 IWRS Policy Advisory Group



Closing Thoughts

• Our current approach is not working

• We’ve got more water to manage than we have left to allocate

• Understanding our current water situation is an essential first step

• Communities have been asking for this information for a long time 
and continue to ask for this information

• This is not about pointing fingers or placing blame – solutions will 
require us all working together

• We owe it to the next generation


