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WHAT THE MEASURE DOES:
Requires school district boards to adopt policy for notifying parents, guardians, and school employees when
school initiates lockdown, lockout, shelter in place, or evacuation in response to safety threat. Establishes
required elements for policy. 

ISSUES DISCUSSED:
 Notifications during drills versus emergencies

EFFECT OF AMENDMENT:
No amendment.

BACKGROUND:
Several other states require parental notification in the event of an emergency. Louisiana House Bill 498 (2018)
required school crisis management and response plans to provide for parental notification in the event of a
shooting or other violent incident or emergency situation. Texas Education Code 37.108 requires that school
districts adopt and implement a multi-hazard emergency operations plan that includes "provisions for providing
immediate notification to parents, guardians, and other persons standing in parental relation in circumstances
involving a significant threat to the health or safety of students, including identification of the individual with
responsibility for overseeing the notification." In Washington, RCW 28A.320.125 requires that school districts
adopt a safe school plan that includes "a family-student reunification plan, including procedures for
communicating the reunification plan to staff, students, families, and emergency responders."

The Oregon Department of Education requires school districts to maintain a comprehensive safety program for all
students and employees, including plans for responding to emergency situations (OAR 581-022-2225).

House Bill 3584 requires school district boards to adopt a policy for notifying parents, guardians, and school
employees when school initiates emergency procedures in response to a safety threat.

https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/ViewDocument.aspx?d=1097964
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/ED/htm/ED.37.htm#37.108
https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=28A.320.125
https://secure.sos.state.or.us/oard/viewSingleRule.action?ruleVrsnRsn=145271

