82nd Oregon Legislative Assembly — 2023 Regular Session

SB 854 STAFF MEASURE SUMMARY

Senate Committee On Education

Prepared By: Ellen O'Brien, LPRO Analyst
Meeting Dates: 3/9

WHAT THE MEASURE DOES:

Requires school districts to develop written plan establishing climate change instructional program for students in
kindergarten through grade 12 by June 1, 2026. Requires school districts to invited representatives from federally
recognized Indian tribes in Oregon to review and provide feedback on plan. Requires school districts to submit
plan to Oregon Department of Education (ODE) for approval. Requires school districts to review and submit plan
to ODE for approval every seven years. Establishes minimum standards for instruction provided under program.
Requires school districts to offer instructional program no later than 2026-2027 school year. Requires ODE to
develop and adopt model plan in consultation with other state agencies and stakeholders, to develop academic
content standards, and to approve and make available list of resources and materials that meet academic content
standards. Requires Superintendent of Public Instruction to withhold distributions from Student Investment
Account from school districts that fail to develop and implement climate change instructional program. Adds
requirement that career and technical education funding from High School Graduation and College and Career
Readiness Fund be spent on programs that support climate-focused sustainability career pathways.

REVENUE: May have revenue impact, but no statement yet issued.
FISCAL: May have fiscal impact, but no statement yet issued.
ISSUES DISCUSSED:

EFFECT OF AMENDMENT:
No amendment.

BACKGROUND:

In 2022, at least 11 states introduced bills on climate change instruction, including California, Connecticut, Hawaii,
lowa, Maine, Massachusetts, Minnesota, New York, Rhode Island, Virginia, and Wisconsin. Connecticut law
currently requires the Connecticut State Board of Education to make curriculum materials available on a variety of
subject matters, including climate change curricula consistent with Next Generation Science Standards.
Connecticut's House Bill 5285 (2022) would have required, rather than just permitted, schools to include the
climate change curriculum provided by the Connecticut State Board of Education in their program of instruction.

In Maine, House Paper 1409 (2022) would have established a pilot program to provide grants for educators to
receive professional development on climate science, and for the development of interdisciplinary climate
education courses. In Rhode Island, House Bill 7275 (2022) would have required the Rhode Island Department of
Education to develop a set of environmental, climate, and sustainability principles and concepts to be integrated
into science, civics, and social studies courses for kindergarten through grade 12. In Wisconsin, Senate Bill 761
(2021) would have permitted the state superintendent of public instruction to adopt model academic standards
related to climate change, and to provide grants and resources to school districts for climate change

instruction. However, none of this legislation was enacted.

Senate Bill 854 requires school districts to develop and implement a climate change instructional program by the
2026-2027 school year, and requires the Oregon Department of Education to develop a model plan, content
standards, and resources for implementing those programs. The bill also withholds Student Investment Account
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https://www.cga.ct.gov/2022/TOB/H/PDF/2022HB-05285-R00-HB.PDF
https://www.cga.ct.gov/asp/cgabillstatus/cgabillstatus.asp?selBillType=Bill&amp;bill_num=HB05285&amp;which_year=2022
https://legislature.maine.gov/legis/bills/getPDF.asp?paper=HP1409&amp;item=1&amp;snum=130
https://legiscan.com/RI/text/H7275/2022
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2021/proposals/sb761
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2021/proposals/sb761
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distributions from school districts that fail to develop and implement such a program.
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