Upper Grande Ronde River Watershed Partnership
Place-Based Integrated Water Resources Planning

Plan to Implementatio

To address concerns related to water quality and quantity for both surface water and groundwater within the Upper
Grande Ronde River Watershed (UGRRW), Union County has convened a diverse partnership composed of farmers,
ranchers, fish and wildlife advocates, tribes, municipal representatives, and federal and state agencies to develop and

implement a place-based integrated water
Resources Strategy.

Step 1 Build a collaborative and
inclusive process (2016)

Step 2 Characterize watershed (supply
and data gaps) (2017)

(2018)

(2018 through 2020)

Step 5 Develop and approve a plan
(2021 through 2022)

Five-Step Planning Process

Plan Implementation (Ongoing)

Acquiring a stream gauge for
Lookingglass Creek to measure project
effectiveness for a habitat restoration/
floodplain reconnection project set to

be implemented by Confederated

Tribes of the Umatilla Indian

Reservation (CTUIR) in 2025.

Supporting an ongoing basin-wide
hydraulic study to better understand
causes and locations of flooding and

backwater areas and identify actions to
alleviate flooding impacts in the short-
and long-term (ongoing).

field-based Instream Flow Incremental
Methodology in conjunction with
desktop-based hydrologic analyses for
the Upper Grande Ronde River. Results
will aid in flow restoration and water
planning efforts (fall 2022).

Basin-wide Actions
- Quarterly meetings
- Strategy Group meetings
- Developing materials and attending events
to promote water conservation

Step 3 Analyze current and future needs

Step 4 Identify and prioritize strategies

resources plan consistent with the State of Oregon’s Integrated Water
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Surface Water and Groundwater Demands

Municipal demand - Actual use
calculation is that cities,
unincorporated users, and self-

Total Biweekly SW Budget and GW Demands (Current)

supplied industrial users use 80,000
approximately 2,060 AF per year
of surface water and 8,190 AF W
—_— upply
per year of groundwater. 60,000
Agricultural Demand
(SW)
Agricultural demand - Total 0000 Municipal Demand (SW)
. 40,
annual agricultural water use per Instream Demand (SW)
year was estimated to be -
193,730 AF (surface water)and & ., Water Balance (SW)
77,970 AF (groundwater) via § /_A \x\ ————— Agricultural Demand
P XYTOTON (Gw)
evapotranspiration. — //,—" “\\T ----- Municipal Demand (GW)
R~ AN A A
Instream demand - Existing Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Yul Aug Sep
instream water rights are /
173,750 AF per year, but (20,000) =
instream water rights do not
cover all waterways in the
(40,000)

UGRRW. Goal to improve this

calculation GW = groundwater

SW = surface water
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learn about the benefits of restoration
and floodplain improvement projects on
federal land (spring 2023).

Conducting stakeholder and agency
outreach to determine if there is support
to reinitiate investigations into an aquifer

storage and recovery project on
Catherine Creek. Goal is to supplement
late season surface water flows and

protect and restore aquifers to benefit
instream and out-of-stream needs (fall
2022).

Conducting a Storage Feasibility Study to
determine if suitable locations exist in the
UGRRW for aboveground water storage to
benefit instream and out-of-stream needs

(ongoing).

Interested? Join Us!
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Email dkurtz@andersonperry.com or visit the Union
County, Oregon, webpage to learn more:
https://union-county.org/planning/place-based-
integrated-water-resources-planning/
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