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The Origins of the Oregon Mortuary &
Cemetery Board (OMCB)

* In 1921, the Funeral Directors and Embalmers Board was created.
* The name of the agency changed in 1983 to the State Mortuary Board.

* The Board’s name was changed again in 1985 (after a significant
incident in Lincoln City) to the State Mortuary and Cemetery Board.

* The Lincoln City incident had a profound impact on the community, the
death care industry, the State of Oregon and this agency.

* Asaresult of this incident, the agency’s focus became Consumer
Protection.

* During the 1985 legislative session, the Death Law Task Force
(comprised of Lincoln City residents, industry representatives &
legislators) was formed and most of the laws relating to death care were
rewritten.




The mission of the Board is to protect public health,
safety and welfare by fairly and efficiently performing

!
O M C B S its licensing, inspection and enforcement duties; by
M - n promoting professional behavior and standards in all
I1ISSION facets of the Oregon death care industry; and, by
maintaining constructive relationships with licensees,
State me nt those they serve and others with an interest in the

Board’s activities.



Summary
of OMCB's
Programs




Education as a
Means of
Enforcement

The Board serves as an informational resource for
the public relating to death care options, other
agencies, organizations, the media, as well as
licensees. Education is also one of the principal aims
of the Board'’s inspection process. Inspectors
welcome questions and provide on-site technical
assistance, as well as explain the regulatory basis for
any noted deficiencies. Finally, the Board provides
apprenticeship registration for prospective funeral
service practitioners and embalmers, and also
provides the law examinations for licensure for
funeral service practitioners and death care
consultants.



Licensing




License Types Issued 2009 - 2011 - 2013 - 2015 - 2017 - 2019 - 2021-
Between July 1st and June 30th 2011 2013 2015 2017 2019 2021% 2022

Initial Individual Licenses:
Apprentice/Trainee, Combination, Death Care Consultant, Embalmer, Funeral Service 417 435 476 375 349 pYelo) 221
Practitioner, Intern & Preneed Salesperson
Initial Facility Licenses:
Alternative Disposition Company, Cemetery Authority, Crematory Authority, Funeral 216 8o 65 65 39 30 20
Establishment, Imnmediate Disposition Company & Removal Company (Washington)
Individual Renewals:
Apprentice/Trainee, Combination, Death Care Consultant, Embalmer, Funeral Service 1,264 1,289 1,260 1,101 1,121 801 734
Practitioner & Preneed Salesperson
Facility Renewals:
Alternative Disposition Company, Cemetery Authority, Crematory Authority, Funeral 717 711 726 753 748 709 o
Establishment, Immediate Disposition Company

Total Licenses Issued 2,614 2,515 2,527 2,294 2,257 1,830 975

License Types Issued
Per Biennium

licenses.

*|t is important to note that for previous biennia, certain individual licenses
were being counted twice in different categories — which provided an inaccurate
total count of individual licensees. This inaccuracy was identified and corrected
during the 2019-21 biennium, which is reflected in the total count reduction of



Inspections

The Board inspects all death
care facilities at least once each
biennium. The Board takes a
preventative approach to
compliance — by educating
licensees when in the field in
order to prevent future
violations. With the exception of
egregious or continual
violations, deficiencies that are
noted during routine inspections
rarely result in formal
disciplinary action.

M actual

W target

2018

10%
100%




Investigations

ORS 676.165 requires the Board to
conduct a confidential investigation upon
receipt of a complaint by any person
against a licensee or applicant. The Board
may also initiate an investigation upon its
own motion. Although complaint
investigations are mandatory, the Board'’s
sanctioning authority is discretionary.




The purpose of the Indigent Disposition Program is to
provide licensed Oregon funeral establishments with
reimbursement for costs incurred while providing services
for the disposition of indigent decedents. The Indigent
Disposition Program has been in existence since the

. Oregon State Legislature originally assigned administrative
Ind Igent responsibility for reimbursement to the Public Health
i 14 Division of the Oregon Health Authority in 1993. Prior to
DlSpOSlthn that legislation, each county was responsible for covering
Prog ram all indigent disposition expenses. In 2015, the Oregon
State Legislature revised certain elements of the program,
(l D P) transferred management to the Oregon Mortuary &

Cemetery Board (OMCB) and amended the required
process that a funeral establishment must complete prior
to performing final disposition of an indigent decedent.
These changes went into effect on January 1, 2016.



The IDP Fund receives its revenue from the death filing fee, which is
described in ORS 692.415:

(1) The State Mortuary and Cemetery Board shall impose and collect a

H (0)",'4 t h e filing fee of $30 for each report of death. The board shall deposit the
. amount received into the State Mortuary and Cemetery Board Account
I n d | g ent established under ORS 692.375. The fee shall be used as follows:

(a) $16 to be used to carry out the requirements of ORS 97.170 (5); and

Disposition
p (b) $14 to be used in the same manner as other funds credited to the
P rog ram account are used.

(I D P) I5 Therefore, OMCB collects $30 (death filing fee) for each death and
Funded allocates the amount as follows:

* $16is paid to the IDP Fund, and

* $14is paid to OMCB’s agency budget account —this is the
main source of our agency’s revenue.



Indigent
Disposition
Program
(IDP) Fund:
Claims
Received by
Region (2020-
21)

*Data from US Census
+Data from Oregon Health Authority
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Indigent Disposition Program (IDP) Fund:
Regional Map & Graph (2020-21)
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Indigent
Disposition
Program
(IDP) Fund:
Claims
Received/
Paid PerYear
(2018-21)

2018
2019
2020

2021

Average

PerYear




Indigent
Disposition
Program
(IDP) Fund:
Claim
Status
(2020-21)




Indigent
Disposition
Program
(IDP) Fund:
Veteran
Status for
Paid Claims
(2020-21)
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Indigent
Disposition
Program (IDP)
Fund:

How Funeral
Homes
Acquired
Indigent Cases
In 2021




Indigent
Disposition
Program (IDP)
Fund:

Claims
Complete/
Incomplete
Upon
Submission
(2020-21)
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Indigent
Disposition
Program
(IDP) Fund:
Internal
Processing
Time

157 days

72 days

23 days

Internal processing time begins on the day a completed application is received by our office and
concludes when the reimbursement warrant is issued (or the day an application is withdrawn or
denied). This does not include the time our staff is waiting for a pending application to be completed
by the applicant.



\\

Only you can master your mind, which
is what it takes to live a bold life filled
with accomplishments most people
consider beyond their capability.

- David Goggins, The Toughest Man Alive
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