Good afternoon Senator Dembrow, and members
of theSenate Education Committee;

My name is Ellen Wylde and | am the Board
secretary of the nonprofit Wylde Wind and Water
founded by my daughter, Fiona Wylde.

Thanks to a game-changing grant from the
Oregon Community Summer Grant Program we
had a fantastic first season engaging 311 youth
and 192 adults in nine water-sports programs in
11 weeks. We received the grant money in mid-
July and hit the ground running creating an
exciting, vibrant three week camp with the Hood
River Migrant Education Program that was taught
in English and Spanish. The 53 youth that
participated had no experience of water
activities-some had never been down to the
waterfront or knew how to swim. Thanks to
collaborations with other community
organizations, businesses, and volunteers, the
kids learned to Stand Up Paddle, Kayak, and
paddle in an Outrigger Canoe. The educational
aspects of the program included an overview of
the riparian ecosystems in Nichols Boat Basin,



and a meteorologist’s presentation explaining
with fun science experiments how to read
weather conditions to make informed decisions
on how and when to recreate safely in the
Columbia River.

One of the absolute highlights of the summer was
the creation of our Intern program. When we
initially contacted Patricia Cooper, the director of
the Hood River Migrant Education Program, she
said some of the older kids would not be able to
attend camp because they worked in the
orchards to help support their families. | thought
about this and said, “What if we create an intern
program where older kids can simultaneously
come to camp, and get paid as apprentices to
learn new skill sets making them viable
candidates as future employees in water-sports
industries?” We hired 6 teenagers at $15.00 an
hour. They worked a total of 60 hours over the 3
weeks and were the hardest working bunch I’'ve
ever met. For each of these kids it was their first
job outside the agricultural industry.



As so often happens in life, you never know what
will be the trigger to excite the imagination and
discover new opportunities. This is what
WW&W'’s intern program was all about and it
mirrors exactly the 5 described goals in Section 1
of Senate Bill 531. We urge you to pass and fund
this bill to continue what we’ve started.

For more information visit:
https://www.wyldewindandwater.org/

| suggest watching the video on the home page
first!

Ellen Wylde
ellen@wyldewindandwater.org
360-385-2670
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