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What’s at stake: The safety and well-being of
Oregon’s young people

Every young person deserves safe, stable housing.

And yet, every night in Oregon, thousands of
unaccompanied young people go to sleep in tents,
abandoned buildings, makeshift shelters, or on the
couches of friends or strangers — all without the
security of a home or family.




Oregon Youth Homelessness: By the numbers

8,300 5th 3rd

homeless young people In highest number of highest number of UHY
need of safe housing and Unaccompanied Homeless without shelter across
services every year* Youth (UHY) across U.S.** U.S.**



https://www.oregon.gov/dhs/CHILDREN/Homeless-Youth/Documents/CSH-YH-Needs.pdf
https://www.huduser.gov/portal/sites/default/files/pdf/2020-AHAR-Part-1.pdf

Challenges with counting youth

* Youth don't always see themselves as “homeless” or
experiencing homelessness.

« Youth can feel uncomfortable or unsafe in even coming forward
for assistance.

* Youth may feel safer staying “off the radar.”

« Limiting definitions of homelessness can create confusion and
undercounts are guaranteed.

« Current data sources on youth homelessness are affected by
outside factors.




Why do youth experience homelessness?

Black, Indigenous and youth of color and youth identifying as LGBTQIA2S+ are more
likely to experience homelessness.*®

Factors contributing to youth homelessness include family conflict or an unsafe home
life, family economic hardship, aging out of the foster care system without supports in
place, failing to complete high school, and being a pregnant or parenting youth.**

In some parts of Oregon, especially rural and coastal areas, the only option may be
an adult shelter that can’t support the unique needs of young people. Youth may
choose instead to live on the street or in other unsafe situations rather than stay at an
adult shelter.***


https://www.chapinhall.org/research/youth-of-color-disproportionately-impacted-by-housing-instability/
https://voicesofyouthcount.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/VoYC-National-Estimates-Brief-Chapin-Hall-2017.pdf
https://homelesshub.ca/resource/better-shelter-year-homelessness-housing-among-status-immigrant-non-status-migrant-canadian
https://www.chapinhall.org/research/lgbtq-young-adults-experience-homelessness-at-more-than-twice-the-rate-of-peers/

Gaps In the system

* The adult homelessness system was not designed with youth in mind

* Young people face unigue housing challenges, having limited or no
credit history, fewer references, and age bias among landlords who
see them as unreliable.*

« Other gaps specific to Oregon include:

* Minimal intentional financial investment in youth-specific
homelessness programming

» Lack of services in rural areas

 Limited housing opportunities and programs specifically
prioritized for young people



https://www.homelesshub.ca/comingofage

Preventing adult homelessness

« A system moving towards ending youth homelessness includes preventing
youth from entering homelessness to begin with, as well as having Crisis
Services and Housing (such as family supports and youth shelter) and
Long-Term Housing Services and Housing (such as Workforce
Development, and youth-specific housing options) that are available.

* Youth experiencing homelessness become adults experiencing
homelessness with a lack of supports and opportunities, with fewer
opportunities to reach their full potential.*



https://voicesofyouthcount.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/VoYC-National-Estimates-Brief-Chapin-Hall-2017.pdf

YEHP Overview

r

Funding provided by General Fund and
Federal Social Services Block Grant
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YEHP administers funding to local
organizations
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Organizations provide services and
programming for youth
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YEHP Legislative funding

e Ongoing funding per biennium
e $2.664 million - General Fund
e $600,000 - Federal Social Services Block Grant
e New short-term investments
e 3$1 million - Oregon Legislative Emergency Board (2021)
e $3.6 million - House Bill 2544 (2021)
e $472,500 - House Bill 4013 (2022)
e $9 million - OHCS Interagency Agreement (2022)



Accomplishments: Ongoing and anticipated results

aftt+

Service Locations
increased from 12 to
26 counties, better
serving rural areas

Grants & Contracts
increased from 24 to
55, nearly doubling
funding opportunities

YEHP Providers
increased from 13
to 34, almost tripling
program presence

Host Home Project
Increased Transitional
Living Program investment
Youth-specific affordable
housing units

*Updated 1.25.23
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Measuring outcomes

* Moving toward outcome-focused data

* Long-term data reporting from
Homelessness Management Information
System (HMIS)

e Short-term evaluation of host homes projects
and direct cash transfer initiatives

« Narratives and qualitative data

Expected outcomes
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Stable housing

Permanent connections

Education and/or employment

Health and social/emotional
well-being

Self-sufficiency




Story: Intentionally supporting youth

J is a 23-year-old student from Portland State University (PSU) who
was referred through New Avenues for Youth (NAFY) after living in
their car for several months.

Between living in their car and other financial hardships, J fell behind
on their payments to PSU and was unable to resume school until they
caught up on their payments. ARCS Plus was able to move J out of
their car and into housing three days after first receiving their referral.

Since moving into their apartment, J has been able to make payments
to PSU and will resume classes in the upcoming term. In the
meantime, J has been focusing on their mental and physical health,
as well as seeking part time work.
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