
Cascade Family Flyfishers.........................................................................................1 
Down Home Boatworks ...........................................................................................2 
Everyone's Market ...................................................................................................3 
Fretwater Boatworks ...............................................................................................4 
Giustina Resources ...................................................................................................5 
Gretl Dupre’ Galgon .................................................................................................6 
Helfrich River Outfitters—Jonnie Helfrich ...............................................................7 
Helfrich River Outfitters—Ken Helfrich ...................................................................8 
Lane County Commissioner Pat Farr........................................................................9 
Lane Electric Cooperative ..................................................................................... 10 
Late Bloomers Garden Club .................................................................................. 11 
Local Helping Locals .............................................................................................. 12 
McKenzie Community Communications ............................................................... 13 
McKenzie Community Development Corporation................................................ 14 
McKenzie Feed & Tackle ....................................................................................... 15 
McKenzie Fire & Rescue ........................................................................................ 16 
McKenzie Flyfishers............................................................................................... 17 
McKenzie Masters Foundation ............................................................................. 18 
McKenzie River Chamber of Commerce—Judy Casad.......................................... 19 
McKenzie River Chamber of Commerce—Nadine Scott ....................................... 20 
McKenzie River Community School ...................................................................... 21 
McKenzie River Guides Association ...................................................................... 23 
McKenzie River Lavender ...................................................................................... 25 
McKenzie River Reflections ................................................................................... 26 
McKenzie Station Pub ........................................................................................... 27 
McKenzie Valley Long Term Recovery .................................................................. 28 
McKenzie Watershed Council ............................................................................... 29 
NW Youth Corps .................................................................................................... 30 
Philip Raab............................................................................................................. 31 
Riverview Market & Deli ....................................................................................... 32 
Serendipity Coffee ................................................................................................ 33 
Springfield Chamber of Commerce....................................................................... 34 
Stage Stop ............................................................................................................. 35 
T-Laue Consulting .................................................................................................. 36 
Thurston Pack N Ship ............................................................................................ 37 
Tight Lines ............................................................................................................. 38 
Travel Lane County ............................................................................................... 39 
Trout Mountain Forestry ...................................................................................... 40 
University of Oregon—Institute for Policy Research & Engagement ................... 41 
Vida Café ............................................................................................................... 42 
Vida McKenzie Community Center ....................................................................... 43 
Wade Hanel ........................................................................................................... 44 
Walterville Grange ................................................................................................ 45 
Woodenboat Adventures ..................................................................................... 46 
WoodenBoat—Tom Jackson ................................................................................. 50 

Letters 
of 

Support 



January 26, 2022 

Dear Legislators: 

The McKenzie River has long been an iconic resource fueling the reasons why people choose to 
live in or visit the state of Oregon. This is a resource that needs to be valued, maintained and, 
after recent events, nurtured. The McKenzie River community has shown just such a 
stewardship quality for many years. 

The upper McKenzie community has long represented the best qualities of small town and rural 
USA. The 20+ years efforts to repair and maintain the Old Hatchery at Leaburg speaks to this 
pride and appreciation for their community and protecting the valuable resources with which 
they have been entrusted. 

Recent events have devastated the structure of this community, but not its fabric. The 
rebuilding of the Blue River community and its surrounds is a long term project well worth the 
effort and investment 

The McKenzie River Discovery Center will provide two valuable assets to this end: 

(1) It will be a community stimulus package ready to go, providing an influx of money for the
immediate future and for the long term influx of outside monies. Support for this project would
show an appreciation for the thousands of hours of volunteer work needed to get to this point,
and provide additional hope for those trying to put their lives back together.

(2) As a teacher of the life sciences for 34 years, I was often reminded when children and adults
became familiar with, and gained an understanding of the many wonders of nature, they were
more invested in preserving these delicate treasures. The Discovery Center’s interactive
approach for teaching the hydrology and biology of the McKenzie River system would be an
invaluable resource for educating local patrons and visitors about the necessity to protect this
iconic river for future generations.

I strongly recommend your financial support for this project. 

Sincerely, 

Allen Heide 
Chairman, Conservation Committee, Cascade Family Flyfishers, Eugene/Springfield 
91282 Leavitt Lane 
Springfield, OR 97478 
Home Phone: (541) 726-8296 
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Down Home Boatworks 
C u s t o m  W o o d  D r i f t  B o a t s ,  P l a n s  &  K i t s

Dear Oregon Legislative members: 

I am writing from Western Pennsylvania to add my voice to the local support for the McKenzie 
River Discovery Center. I have experienced the wonders of the McKenzie River first-hand: it’s 
pristine water, the fishing, its iconic boats, its old growth timber, its upriver eateries and the 
opportunity to rub shoulders with a classic old-time fishing guide, Dave Helfrich. It was sheer 
tragedy when Holiday Farm Fire wreaked havoc to the area. There is little doubt in my mind that 
the Center will encourage people to experience a recovering environment first-hand.   Few days 
pass that I don’t think about my time spent in Oregon.  I remember every redside trout I caught 
in the upper McKenzie and can still feel the push of the cold river against my legs.   

I heartily endorse the McKenzie River Discovery Center as an educational and experiential 
venue where visitors will learn about the wonders of the region.  I believe in the mission and 
historical significance the Center will provide for visitors near and far.  And I’m also impressed 
by their commitment to state-of-the-art technology to be employed on site, but to also make it 
available remotely, to any person or group interested anywhere in Oregon or across the country. I 
believe this will be another gem in the long list of outdoor-connected experiences that Oregon 
has to offer. 

I own and operate Down Home Boatworks in Western Pennsylvania. I design and build drift 
boats, fishing platforms that have been influenced by the original McKenzie riverboats.   I am a 
longtime fly fisherman who has fished many eastern and western rivers. The McKenzie region is 
not only an Oregon treasure; it is a National Treasure.  I have made and kept many friends that 
have shared this wonderful place with me over the last 15 years.  Through them, I have made 
many return trips and have encouraged many others to visit the origins of the legendary drift 
boats so common on the McKenzie.  Like me, all have fallen in love with the place.  

Best regards, 

Dave Zielinski 
Down Home Boatworks 
Saltsburg, Pennsylvania 
www.downhomeboatworks.com 

info@downhomeboatworks.com 
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Fretwater Boatworks

1000 West Grand Canyon Avenue
Flagstaff, Arizona 86001

January 24, 2022

TO: Members of the Oregon Legislature

Dear Oregon Legislative members:

The McKenzie story about the boats, the very unique river and the river culture that I admire, must be told. I 
applaud the McKenzie River Discovery Center for its present and future work, and I see it as a portal to under-
standing these iconic boats, the culture that developed them and the river that spawned them.

I have worked over fifty years as a Colorado River Guide. I own and operate Fretwater Boatworks in Flagstaff.  
We build river dories, fix them, restore them, and use them. Each summer, I teach a course in building the McK-
enzie Drift Boat or one of its derivatives at Woodenboat School in Brooklin, Maine. McKenzie Drift Boats and 
their offshoots are now used around the country andc the world. 

My professional boat of choice is the Colorado River dory. Its design and function is pure Oregon. The boats 
deepest roots are in the McKenzie River where legendary McKenzie builder and guide, Keith Steele built the first 
Colorado River dory in 1962 for Martin Litton, renown environmentalist. That tradition lives on in Grand Can-
yon and continues to grow.

I endorse the McKenzie River Discovery Center as an educational and experiential venue where visitors will not 
only learn about the wonders of the river and its boats, but it will also serve as an informed gateway to places 
where people can experience the wonders of the river themselves.

Best regards,

Brad Dimock, proprietor
Fretwater Boatworks
928•853•2007

brad@fretwater.com
fretwaterboatworks.com
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January 26, 2022 

To: The Oregon Legislature 
Re: Support Funding Request for the McKenzie River Discovery Center (MRDC) 

Dear Oregon Legislature, 

Good morning! I respectfully request the Oregon State Legislature to approve funding for the 
McKenzie River Discovery Center. I have been a supporter of this organization and truly believe 
that it is vital to not only the region but the entire state and beyond. There are three main 
reasons I feel the time is right for this investment into the region Economic, Education and 
Community. 

This funding for the MRDC is vitally important to the economic recovery of the McKenzie River 
Valley, recently devasted by the 2020 Wild Fire and ongoing struggles from the pandemic. This 
region has been under considerable stress, and there is so much that still needs to be done to 
help the McKenzie River Valley “build back better.” The MRDC will attract tourists to the valley 
from all over Oregon and beyond. It will encourage visitors to learn about the uniqueness of the 
river, develop a stewardship for the river and then experience the wonders of the river first-hand 
through: fishing, whitewater boating, area restaurants and lodges, hiking, biking, and experience 
the variety of flora, fauna and tall timber. The Discovery Center will be a major attraction for the 
state, helping to revive the economy through increased tourism in the area year-round. 

The MRDC will provide a much-needed educational opportunity about how unique and special 
the McKenzie River is. Education that will create river stewardship through exhibits, and hands 
on learning. Outdoor programs and immersive digital technology exhibits that highlight the 
ecology and the unique geology of the river, its cultural history; the history of the iconic 
McKenzie River Drift boat, river guides and the amazing “red side” McKenzie trout. 

After the fire, the MRDC offered their buildings to host a relief center to help those who were 
impacted by the wildfire and for local county employees’ space to meet with families that needed 
help managing through the aftermath of the fire such as FEMA, Insurance, rebuilding and fire 
related issues. Currently the space is used monthly by the McKenzie River Garden club “Late 
Bloomers” for their monthly meetings, and the organization McKenzie Long Term Recovery 
Group uses the space for their office. The MRDC has partnered with the NW Youth Corp, 
EWEB, Boy Scouts, McKenzie CDC, McKenzie Recovery Group, McKenzie Fire and Rescue, 
Locals helping Locals, McKenzie Community Center and many others to support the 
Valley to “Build back Better.” 

The time is perfect for the Legislature to support this project, making an investment in the 
future economic and educational growth of the McKenzie River Valley and the State of Oregon 

Thank You for your support, 

Yodels of joy, 

Gretl Dupre’ Galgon 
Adventure Ambassador 
Owner of Camp Soles 
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A Helfrich Outfitter LLC
1950 Yolanda Avenue
Springfield OR  97477

Oregon State Legislature
Re: Support of Funding for McKenzie River Discovery Center

Please, support the request for state funding of the McKenzie River
Discovery Center. After years of planning by numerous volunteers, the
center is ready to be built.

The McKenzie River Discovery Center will be a world-class facility, boosting
our tourism-based valley’s economy, offering a range of educational
opportunities for youth and adults and increasing community pride.

Funding this project and allowing it to rise from our valley’s ashes would
help not only local businesses but also, by association, the economies of
Lane County and the State of Oregon.

Thank you for your consideration,
Jonnie Helfrich, co-owner
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HELFRICH RIVER OUTFITTERS 
Est. 1922 

Drift Boat Fly Fishing & Whitewater Rafting Excursions 
www.HelfrichOutfitter.com - Ken@HelfrichOutfitter.com 

(800) 507-9889 – (541) 953-1620 
 

 

 
To: Oregon State Legislature 
 
RE: McKenzie River Discovery Center Funding Request 
 
 
Dear Legislature, 
 
Our family has lived and worked on the McKenzie River for the past 100 years offering guided 
fishing and float trips.  We have been offering these fishing and rafting experiences to the many 
clients and visitors to the area for four generations.  We have been a supporter of the McKenzie 
Discovery Center since its inception over 10 years ago. We fully believe in this project and 
believe it to be a great community asset for future tourism and economic development for many 
years to come.  With the recent fire devastation, this project will provide a great economic 
recovery opportunity to a portion of Oregon that really needs it.  
 
The MRDC will give our young people a chance to learn first-hand about the fish, fauna and 
flora of the McKenzie River as well as the development of the McKenzie Drift boat that was 
developed on our river.  The many beautiful assets of this unique spring fed river will be 
displayed and featured for all people to visit and enjoy for many years to come.  The site is 
perfect for this type of project to be developed on.  I look at the scope of this project and see so 
much potential for this to be a world class tourism opportunity much the same as the High 
Desert Museum is in Central Oregon.   
I would encourage you to help fund this wonderful project with the 5.5M being requested. The 
money will be wisely used to see this project forward and become a great investment for 
Oregon’s future. 
 
I truly appreciate your consideration and support of the McKenzie River Discovery Center. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Ken Helfrich 
Helfrich River Outfitters 
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22 Jan 2022 

TO:  Oregon State Legislature 
RE:  McKenzie River Discovery Center (MRDC) Funding Request 

Honorable members of the Oregon Legislature, 

The Lane County Board of Commissioners designated the MRDC as a legislative priority in 
October 2021. I fully support MRDC’s funding request of $5.5M. These funds are a necessary 
match and leverage for donors who stand ready to complete the MRDC’s capital campaign.  
This project is vital to the economic recovery for the valley from the devastation of the Holiday 
Farm Fire and the ongoing struggles from the impact of COVID.  Both issues have placed this 
region under considerable stress.  Slowly the community is trying to rebuild.  Funding the MRDC 
now will be an investment in the region’s future. 

The MRDC will be an important asset to the region’s economic recovery. Visitors will learn 
about the unique origins and features of the river and its landscape, the ecology of the famous 
“Redside” Trout, Salmon, lamprey, other fish, fauna and flora, and the history and culture of the 
iconic drift boats. As you likely know, the MRDC property was also damaged by the Holiday 
Farm Fire and this tragic event will be both memorialized at the Center and the site will serve as 
an example of environmental recovery. 

I believe that the MRDC will encourage visitors to experience the wonders of the river first-hand. 
The MRDC’s use of immersive encounters and state-of-the-art digital technology will encourage 
people to experience the still beautiful McKenzie River Valley themselves: fishing, whitewater 
guided trips, searches for the pristine springs, hiking and biking trails, campgrounds, and viewing 
the fabulous flora, fauna and tall old growth timber, and restaurants and lodges. 

The MRDC’s request is not a cost, but an investment. This is one reason the Board of 
Commissioners committed strongly by unanimously authorizing a 99-year lease with MRDC for 
the 46-acre site of our historic Old Leaburg Fish Hatchery. It will not only be an important 
educational venue; it will be an economic engine that will enhance and strengthen the region’s 
tourism-based economy. Economic recovery and environmental recovery will go hand in hand, 
renewing a positive sense of place for both locals and visitors. 

I personally appreciate your consideration and support of the McKenzie River Discovery Center’s 
request.  It is a vital component of our efforts to “build back better” 

Sincerely 

Sincerely, 

Pat Farr 
Lane County Commissioner 
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January 29, 2022 
 
 
 
Oregon State Legislature 
Re:  Support Letter for McKenzie River Discovery Center 
 
 
The McKenzie River Valley experienced tragic events over the last two years.  As the 
communities in the Valley are pulling together and looking for a brighter future, they seem 
always to reflect on the organizations that have been so instrumental, and still are, in the relief 
and rebuilding efforts following the Holiday Farm Fire. 
 
The McKenzie River Discovery Center is a standout organization that was singed by the fire but 
endured and served as a relief center in the days, weeks, and months following the fire.  It was 
used to distribute food and provide overall support for firefighters and community members 
alike.   The Center embodies and preserves so much of the history of this beautiful Valley, but 
even more importantly is a strong and steadfast organization that is leading toward a future of 
hope and opportunity for those who live here.  It provides a place to gather and share 
information, has already opened many doors, and is helping to build a stronger and more stable 
future.   
 
The new Discovery Center building will include a museum where people from around the world 
can learn about the great McKenzie River Valley.  It will put on display the rich history of the 
Valley and contribute to the future economic growth of the surrounding communities.  
 
Lane Electric Cooperative is pleased to submit this letter requesting support from the State 
Legislature to help in the funding of the construction of the new Discovery Center building,  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Debi Wilson 
General Manager 
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January 20, 2022 

 
 
 
Oregon State Legislature 
Re: Support Letter for McKenzie River Discovery Center 
 
 
The McKenzie River Valley experienced tragic events over the last two years.  As these 
communities pull together and look for a brighter future, they seem to always reflect on the 
organizations that were so instrumental, and still are, in the relief effort following the 
Holiday Farm Fire. 
 
A standout organization that was singed by this fire but survived and became a Relief Center 
to support survivors of the Holiday Farm Fire, the Center was used to distribute food and 
provided overall support for firefighters and community members as well.   This 
organization brings so much history to the Valley but even more importantly gives the 
residents something to point to as an organization that leads in the direction of hope and 
opportunity.  The new Center will be a place for people to learn about the beautiful 
McKenzie Valley, to have one place to gather and share information, a museum that will 
bring people from around the world to learn about this great Valley.  The Discovery Center is 
a strong and steadfast organization and the communities look to The Discovery Center as a 
place that holds much history, has opened many doors and is helping build for a stronger 
and stable future.   
 
The McKenzie Community Development Corporation is happy to submit this letter 
requesting support from the State Legislature to help in the funding for the construction of 
a new Discovery Center building which will help preserve so much of the history and 
contribute to the future growth of the McKenzie River Valley. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Lisa C. Mattes 
Executive Director 
McKenzie Community Development Corporation 
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January 26, 2022 

The Oregon State Legislature 

RE: Support to fund The McKenzie River Discovery Center 

The McKenzie Flyfishers have supported the renovation of the Old McKenzie Hatchery 
to become the McKenzie Discovery Center for several years. Our club believes The 
Discovery Center has the potential to become a regional resource that will serve the 
McKenzie River Valley and regional community for years into the future. 

The Discovery Center has already proven itself as a valuable resource to the 
community as a relief center following the devastating Holiday Farm fire. As a result, it 
has deep organic support from residents. The McKenzie Flyfishers will continue to 
support the Discovery Center through volunteer hours. The early stages of renovation of 
the original buildings and existing infrastructure are already underway. 

With additional financial support from the State of Oregon, the Center holds potential to 
become a destination that will generate economic benefits, pride and educational 
opportunities for the McKenzie Valley, Lane County, and the State of Oregon. The 
Center can become the hub for multiple activities that celebrate nature: ecology, rafting, 
bird watching, drift boat fishing, hiking, camping – as well as the community businesses 
that support these activities. Also, the recent McKenzie River channel improvements 
that hold promise to improve anadromous fish spawning habitat can be show cased at 
the Center. 

The parking lot at the High Desert Museum south of Bend is often full. The parking lot at 
the McKenzie Discovery Center holds the potential to become an equally popular tourist 
destination. The Discovery Center, with support from the State to construct high quality 
exhibits and educational venues, will attract local and out-of-state tourists to the many 
natural wonders supported by the icy, crystal-clear waters of the McKenzie River. 

The McKenzie Flyfishers are proud to support the Discovery Center and will continue to 
do so with direct labor into the future. We urge the State of Oregon to financially support 
the Discovery Center to help build back the McKenzie Valley after the fire as well as 
building an economic engine for the State of Oregon. 

Sincerely, 

Thomas Fauria 
McKenzie Flyfishers, President 
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Oregon State Legislature 

RE: Support of funding for McKenzie River Discovery Center 

January 20, 2022 

I have worn many hats over the past 13 years as a resident in Blue River Oregon. 
One of the first projects was to fundraise and promote new signs for all of the 
McKenzie River Communities. 

As the former marketing director for the Chainsaw Art Festival, tourism committee and 
the McKenzie River Chamber of Commerce, I found a dire need for more opportunities 
to draw folks to the area in addition to the beautiful river, drift boat fishing, hiking, 
mountain biking and simply enjoying nature. 

When I learned of the plans to build a Discovery Center at the Old Leaburg Hatchery, I 
was thrilled!  It reminded me of when I toured the High Desert Museum in Bend 
Oregon.  It will greatly improve the economic vitality to all the businesses and 
communities along the McKenzie River Corridor.  

A feather in the cap of the McKenzie River - a Gem to share stories.  A place where 
children and adults alike will learn about local wildlife, adventure and so much more! 
The McKenzie River Discovery Center be all of this. 

I highly support the efforts to fund this venue. 

Kind regards, 

Judy Casad 
McKenzie River Chamber of Commerce, Board Member and Secretary 
Real Estate Broker w/ Windermere Real Estate  
541-968-2400
judy@windermere.com
judycasad.com
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MCKENZIE RIVER COMMUNITY SCHOOL 

 SCIENCE DEPARTMENT 

51187 Blue River Drive 

January 24, 2022 

TO: OREGON STATE LEGISLATURE 

SUBJECT: SUPPORT FOR MCKENZIE RIVER DISCOVERY CENTER 

FUNDING 

I’m writing in full support of state funding for the McKenzie River 

Discovery Center (MRDC). Our small, rural community has been 

through the wringer these last two years, with both the Holiday Farm 

Fire and COVID dealing enormous challenges to all those along the 

river. A museum dedicated to the natural history of the area would 

serve as a great economic resource and would benefit our students 

directly. 

The McKenzie is famous for its unique geology, hydrology, and natural 

resources. Our watershed provides clean, clear drinking water for the 

entire city of Eugene, and is an incredibly charismatic touchstone for 

students of all ages from all areas to learn about our state’s natural 

wealth. Citizens and community members who understand the ways 

our ecosystems work to provide for us will become dedicated stewards 

and strong advocates.  

I look forward to taking groups of local students to a state-of-the-art 

museum dedicated to their watershed, one which I would imagine 

rivaling the High Desert Museum in scope and quality. With an added 
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depth to the backdrop of their own stories, students will take pride in 

their area and community, and will work towards the betterment of 

these natural bounties.  

 

The MRDC is requesting $5.5 million from the state to continue this 

undertaking and bring it to the next stage of implementation. For the 

sake of the economic wellbeing of our community and the education of 

generations to come, please consider funding the McKenzie River 

Discovery Center’s next stages.  

 

Sincerely,  

 

Nate Day 

 

Science Department Chair, 

McKenzie River Community School 
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 January 20, 2022 

Oregon State Legislature 

 RE: Support for McKenzie River Discovery Center Funding 

I am writing to urge you to support the request for state funding for the McKenzie River 

Discovery Center. After many years of hard work by a wide range of volunteers, this facility is 

ready to be built.  

I am an active member of the McKenzie River Chamber of Commerce and serve as the Chair of 

its Tourism Committee.  The Committee has actively supported the Center concept financially 

over the past several years as the Center Concept Plan has developed. As a McKenzie River 

business owner, I support all meaningful efforts to expand the economic base for the McKenzie 

River and especially for investments that encourage visitors to our region.    

I have experienced firsthand the pressures the last two years have had on our region’s vitality.  

The McKenzie River Discovery Center will be a truly world class facility that will boost our 

tourism economy, increase community pride, and add to the range of educational opportunities 

available to our youth. This project would be a prime example of Oregon's plans to "Build Back 

Better" and I strongly urge the legislature to step forward with strong financial support for the 

McKenzie River Discovery Center. 

Sincerely, 

Carol Tannenbaum 

McKenzie River Lavender 

40882McKenzie Hwy. 

Springfield, OR 97478 

25



                                     59059 Old McKenzie Hwy.
                               McKenzie Bridge, OR 97413
                                              541-822-3358
mckenzieriverreflectinsnewspaper.com

Oregon State Legislature
RE: Support of Funding for McKenzie River Discovery Center

How long will it take Oregon to recover from wildfires? That question can be answered in a month.

Why? Because approving funding for construction of the McKenzie River Discovery Center (MRDC) in 
February means a truly world-class facility will be ready to open in 2024.

That goal will become a reality based on market research that has shown the MRDC will be sustainable, plan-
ning and zoning issues have been satisfied, and building permits are already in process.

My confidence in these assertions comes from over four decades of involvement in the social fabric of  
McKenzie River life. In addition to publishing the area's newspaper during that time, I've volunteered with over 
a dozen community groups - as well as holding office as an elected official.

The MRDC will complete the local concept of a three-legged stool. The first leg was the 2012 construction of 
common themed signs in the area's nine unincorporated communities.. The second was the 2018 designation of 
the McKenzie River Scenic Byway (of which nearly half was burned over during the Holiday Farm Fire). The 
third - and most substantial - will be the 2024 construction of the McKenzie River Discovery Center.

This project will deliver a potent prescription for wildfire recovery - much faster than the estimated 20 years 
it will take Nature to heal the scars. It can also serve as a model for other areas of Oregon to "Build Back Better" 
as they develop their own local plans.

The time is now for the Oregon Legislature to step forward and help fund the McKenzie River Discovery 
Center. It is a solid investment that will benefit not only the McKenzie River Valley, but Lane County, Oregon, 
and the Pacific Northwest. 

Ken Engelman
Publisher McKenzie River Reflections
Vice President McKenzie River Chamber of Commerce
Board Member MRDC

January 29, 2022
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January 25, 2022 
 
Oregon State Legislature 
 
RE: Support for McKenzie River Discovery Center Funding 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
The McKenzie Watershed Council supports the development of the McKenzie River 
Discovery Center (MRDC) and urges the Oregon Legislature to support this project with 
state funding in 2022. The Center will highlight the unique qualities of the McKenzie River 
and serve as an engine for the recovery of a region impacted by dramatic shifts in regional 
forestry decades in the making and the devastating 2020 Holiday Farm Fire. The broad 
cooperative approach of the MRDC is well-aligned with the mission and purpose of the 
Council, and we believe it will enhance our efforts to conserve and restore this special 
place. 
 
The Council is a cooperative partnership among residents, state and federal agencies, local 
government, forestry, agricultural, and recreation interests, dedicated to the conservation 
and restoration of the McKenzie River watershed. The organization provides a framework 
for local partners and the community to develop and carry out voluntary watershed 
protection, restoration, education, and community engagement activities. An example of 
this cooperative, non-regulatory approach is our participation in the locally-driven 
response to the 2020 Holiday Farm Fire, which has supported watershed recovery efforts 
on over 150 private properties in 2021 www.purewaterpartners.org.  
 
The MRDC is working to raise $18.5 million for the Center and has successfully secured 
over 10% to date. The $5.5 million request to the State Legislature will serve as “seed” 
money and enable the MRDC to engage private donors more effectively. Thank you for your 
time and consideration of this request.  
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Jared Weybright  
Executive Director  
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January 24, 2022 
To: The Oregon Legislature 
 
Regarding:  Support Funding Request for the McKenzie River Discovery Center 
(MRDC) 
 
Dear Oregon Legislature, 
 
We respectfully request the Oregon State Legislature approve funding for the McKenzie 
River Discovery Center.  We have partnered with MRDC before and after the terrible 
Labor Day fires to help it remain a critical part of the McKenzie River community.   
 
Funding for this project is important to the continued economic recovery of the 
McKenzie River Valley, recently devasted by the 2020 Wild Fire and ongoing struggles 
from the pandemic.   The MRDC will help rebuild the local economy through increased 
tourism and visitation.  The MRDC will provide a much-needed educational opportunity 
about how unique and special the McKenzie River is.   Education that will create river 
stewardship through exhibits, and hands on learning.   
 
After the Holiday Farm fire, Northwest Youth Corps partnered with the MRDC to make 
the property safe from hazards, so they could offer their buildings to host a relief center 
to help those who were impacted by the wildfire and for local county employees’ space to 
meet with families that needed help managing through the aftermath of the fire such as 
FEMA, Insurance, rebuilding and fire related issues.  This resource was a critical 
component in the immediate human and social recovery needed for the community. 
 
An investment in the MRDC will allow it to continue as a critical community resource 
while it grows into an educational and tourism hub for people who want to explore the 
majesty of the McKenzie River.  The time is perfect for the Legislature to support this 
project, making an investment in the future economic and educational growth of the 
McKenzie River Valley and the State of Oregon. We strongly support this project. 
 
 
Thank You for your support, 
 

 
Jeff Parker 
Executive Director 
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January 24, 2022 

Oregon State Legislature 

Subject:  Support for McKenzie River Discovery Center Funding 

I am writing to urge Oregon Legislator’s support for state funding of the McKenzie River 
Discovery Center (MRDC).  As a long time resident of the McKenzie River Valley who only 
recently relocated to Oregon City I am deeply concerned that in light of the disastrous 
fires which swept through the valley more than a year ago that the personal, community, 
and economic fabric of the valley is endangered.  Recovery will require full participation of 
the residents as well as partnerships focussed on various elements of a coordinated   
effort. 

The MRDC is poised to play an important role in facilitating resident participation and the 
coordinated efforts needed to “create, develop, and sustain an exceptional, world class … 
portal to the McKenzie River and Valley”.  (MRDC).  Your support is critical to developing a 
facility which will as serve as a coordination hub for recovery efforts. 

By voting for strong financial support you will be assisting residents, businesses, and 
communities in their recovery.  That recovery will not only directly support the McKenzie 
Valley area but will also contribute to a stronger Lane County and State of Oregon.  
  
  
Sincerely yours, 

/s/   Phillip Raab 

Phillip Raab

Phillip Raab

15520 S, Maplelane Rd., Oregon City,  Oregon, 97045 
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January 24, 2022 

 

 

Oregon State Legislature 

RE: Support of Funding for McKenzie River Discovery Center 

 

 

On behalf of the Springfield Area Chamber of Commerce, please accept this letter of support 

for the McKenzie River Discovery Center, a project that will bring about cultural, social, and 

economic benefits to drive our local and regional economic recovery. 

 

The Springfield Area Chamber of Commerce is committed to investments that assure a resilient 

and diverse economy, those that drive economic opportunity and well-being. Investments in 

community development such as the Discovery Center builds critical infrastructure that attracts 

tourism dollars and future investment. It also boosts a sense of pride within our local 

communities and hope for better future.  

 

The Chamber is supportive of the many community partners who are working diligently to raise 

funds for the construction of the McKenzie River Discovery Center. We urge your consideration 

of funding that will help drive this project to completion.  

 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
Vonnie Mikkelsen  

President & CEO 

Springfield Area Chamber of Commerce 
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Honest Communication to do some good and have some fun. 

`  

 
tim@timlaue.com (541) 525-1883 [c] 

 
February 1, 2022 

 

MEMO 

 

To:  The Oregon Legislature 

  

From: Tim Laue 
 

 

RE: The McKenzie River Discovery Center 

 

When I think of the promise and potential of the McKenzie Reiver Discovery Center, I think of the High Desert 

Museum. High Desert started small and from day it opened the doors attracted thousands of visitors. Now I would 

not be a bit surprised if it’s visited every year by more than a quarter of a million people. 
 

I support the McKenzie River Discovery Center because it will be just as successful as High Desert, and like High 

Desert will succeed from the day it opens. There is so much to highlight about the McKenzie. It’s unique 

geomorphology, with its pure, crystal-clear water—the best water on Earth. Water that flows year-round and 

supplies the Metro Area with the overwhelming majority of its potable water. The incomparable flora and fauna, 

the wildlife, the McKenzie Reds (Rainbow trout unique to McKenzie waters). The Fall Chinook who swim 

upstream to spawn as they have for thousands of years. (McKenzie folk set their calendars by because the salmon 

return on the same day every year.) 
 

There is so much to learn in the McKenzie and the Discovery Center will be the stage where the story is told. 

Visitors will be enchanted. Field trips will arrive from kindergarten through post-Doctoral programs. I can only 

imagine what a trip like that would have meant to me—it might have made a mediocre student into a better one. 
 

The cultural history of the McKenzie also enthralls. First Peoples who summered along the river for thousands of 

years. Fishing, hunting, and gathering berries along the Huckleberry Trail. Then on to the early years of the 

Twentieth Century. They found gold in the mountains above Blue River and it became the largest Town in Lane 

County. The Lucky Boy mine opened and Blue River became a boom town. Folk from the southern Willamette 

Valley travelled for two days to attend Blue River’s week-long Fourth of July celebrations. 
  
The Discovery Center will be the gateway to the wonders of the McKenzie, and it will be something else—the 

bedrock upon which the Valley’s recovering tourist economy will rise. Fifty thousand visitors are expected within 

a few years. Not only will the Center bring dollars to the McKenzie, it will have an economic multiplier effect 

right away. River guides, whitewater rafters, kayakers, backpackers, outfitters, kayakers and outdoor enthusiasts 

will have great fun—and spend money. Resorts will provide a place to stay, and visitors will return to play and 

explore the wonders of the watershed. Perhaps they might extend a stay ‘to play another day.’ Instead of 

travelling through from Eugene to Bend, maybe travelers will stop along the way.  
 

The Discovery Center makes a modest ask. They are not asking for full funding, only for some ‘seed money’ to 

attract more investment. It will easily add hundreds of thousands of dollars to an economy struggling to recover 

after the catastrophe of the Holiday Farm Firestorm, and it will do so as soon as it opens the doors. 

 

I whole heartedly support the McKenzie River Discover Center and I urge you to do the same. 
 

 

Blue River, Oregon 
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Travel Lane County • 754 Olive St. Eugene, OR 97401 • 541.484.5307 •  
EugeneCascadesCoast.org 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
January 24, 2022 
 
Re: Support for Funding for McKenzie River Discovery Center 
 
Dear Honorable Members of the Oregon Legislature: 
 
Travel Lane County supports and encourages your support of the request from the 
McKenzie River Discovery Center (MRDC) for $5.5 million in State of Oregon funding.  
 
The MRDC, located on Hwy 126E east of Leaburg on the 46-acre site of the Old 
McKenzie Fish Hatchery, will be an educational and cultural destination attraction that 
will contribute significantly to the economic and social recovery of the McKenzie Valley 
community, which was deeply impacted by the Covid pandemic and devastated by the 
2020 Holiday Farm Fire.   
 
MRDC programs will educate visitors to the facility on water and fish ecology, teach 
visitors about water recreation and safety, share history about the area and the world-
famous McKenzie River Drift Boat and the work of river guides, and inspire spending 
and commerce along the McKenzie River corridor. Its digital and interactive displays will 
attract and inspire tens of thousands of visitors each year to experience the McKenzie 
and its watershed in new ways and help revitalize McKenzie River communities socially, 
economically, and environmentally.  
 
Funding this request would be a significant and positive investment in fire recovery and 
rural economic development. Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Sincerely,  

 
Kari Westlund 
President & CO 
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1800 NW Upshur St, Suite 201 • Portland, OR 97209 • 503-222-9772 • Fax 503-517-9990 • www.troutmountain.com 
260 SW Madison Av, Suite 117 • Corvallis, OR 97333 • 541-435-0383 • Fax 503-517-9990 

January 31, 2022 

The Oregon Legislature 
RE:  Support Funding for McKenzie River Discovery Center (MRDC)  

Dear Oregon Legislature, 

I am writing to urge you to support the request of funding for the McKenzie River 
Discovery Center. It is a project with widespread community support that will not only 
contribute to the economic recovery of the area following the Holiday Farm Fire, but will 
provide rich educational opportunities about the special and unique McKenzie River.  

As a consulting forester, I assisted MRDC in assessing damage to their forest from the 
Holiday Farm Fire and developing restoration plans so that fire history and 
environmental stewardship could be part of their educational offerings. There is a 
compelling story here that is important to all Oregonians. Through direct interaction 
with their committed staff, board, and volunteers I am certain they will create a world-
class facility and program.  

Our company is proud to have played a small part in the early stages of this endevor, 
and we have supported it financially. Now is the perfect time for the Legislature to add 
their support for this project, making an investment in the future growth of the 
McKenzie River Valley and the State of Oregon 

Thank You, 

Mark Miller 
Senior Forester 
Trout Mountain Forestry 
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INSTITUTE FOR POLICY RESEARCH AND ENGAGEMENT 
1209 University of Oregon | Eugene, Oregon 97403 | T: 541.346.2878 | https://ipre.uoregon.edu/ 

An equal-opportunity, affirmative-action institution committed to cultural diversity and compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act 

August, 23 2021 

Lane County Board of Commissioners 
125 E 8th Avenue 
Eugene, OR 97401 

RE: McKenzie River Discovery Center 

Dear Members of the Lane County Board, 

This letter is in support of efforts to establish the McKenzie River Discovery Center (MRDC) on the site of 
the county-owned Old McKenzie Fish Hatchery in Leaburg. I have direct experience with the concept and 
the residents who are championing the project and believe the Center serves a critical purpose in 
preserving our heritage. Moreover, the devastating Holiday Farm fire of 2020 is now a part of that 
heritage and is worthy of interpretation. In short, the MIC meets the need for historic and environmental 
interpretation in the basin while adding a new amenity for that will attract visitors to the area.  

In 2015, the Friends of the Old McKenzie Fish Hatchery commissioned my organization, the Institute for 
Policy Research and Engagement (IPRE—which at that time was the Community Service Center) to 
conduct a feasibility study for the MRDC. We concluded that the MRDC would attract 20,000 to 50,000 
visitors annually. Our study concluded: 

In summary, our evaluation is that the proposed McKenzie Interpretive Center is financially feasible. 
Friends will need to secure approximately $100,000 in annual operating revenues as well as generate an 
estimated $18 million for capital costs. We also want to make clear that the project will require dedication, 
and resources to meet these fundraising goals. Nevertheless, based on our financial analysis, CSC believes 
that this revenue gap is not insurmountable. On average, museums only generate 25% of operating 
revenues through earned income. Moreover, capacity exists—the High Desert Museum generates over $1 
million annually in private revenue. The McKenzie Interpretive Center project can achieve its financial 
sustainability with its unique characteristics, attractive location and exhibits, appropriate fund-raising and 
marketing strategies, and a group of dedicated patrons to build this facility. 

Our study only looked at the feasibility of the MRDC and not on broader impacts that the facility might 
have on the area’s economy. A 2014 study by faculty form Oregon State University and the University of 
Idaho commissioned by the Willamette National Forest concluded that the “McKenzie River Corridor is a 
‘high value’ destination,” with visitors spending more than national averages. The study found that day 
visitors spent $37 to $63 per adult per day and that destination visitors (parties that spent one or more 
nights) averaged between $148 and $357 per adult per visit. 

Recovery from the Holiday Farm fire will take years. Strategic investments in facilities such as the MRDC 
can serve to help rebuild the basin’s tourist economy and ultimately economic recovery.  

Sincerely, 

Robert Parker 
Director of Strategy & Technical Solutions 
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January 20, 2022 

To Whom It May Concern: 

Following the Holiday Farm Fire of September 2020, I coordinated volunteers at the 
Leaburg Relief Center which was housed at the Historic Fish Hatchery and future home 
of the Discovery Center beside Leaburg Lake on the McKenzie Highway.  For 6 months, 
residents visited the site to obtain goods and services but, while doing so, were fascinated 
by the facility’s past.  Questions were asked and, happily, information was available to 
shed light on this most interesting part of the area’s past. 

As vice president and secretary of Vida McKenzie Community Center, a community 
resource destroyed in the Holiday Farm Fire, I understand how important it is to maintain 
and restore important parts of our region’s past which have been lost.  We want our 
region to once again be an intact community and to prosper for future generations 
through expansion of our primary economic base of tourism.   

Key community resources contribute to community health and wealth.  The Discovery 
Center is clearly one of those resources worthy of preservation, restoration and 
development.    

Respectfully, 

Gerry Aster, Vice-president and Secretary 
Vida McKenzie Community Center 
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January 26, 2022 

To: The Oregon Legislature 
Re: Support Funding Request for the McKenzie River Discovery Center (MRDC) 

Dear Oregon Legislature, 

Hello my name is Wade Hanel and I am a McKenzie River Guide. 

I am in strong support for the funding of the McKenzie River Discovery Center. The educational 
opportunity that this spot would allow could be amazing for the McKenzie River Corridor, 
especially since the fire took place.  

The Discovery Centers location allows an educational experience for the public to learn more 
about this wonderful area.  

Thank You for your attention and funding of the McKenzie River Discovery 

Wade Hanel 
Adventures North West 
(541)579-1851
Outdoork1@yahoo.com
2624 Kincaid St.
Eugene Or. 97405
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Walterville Grange #416 
P.O. Box 262 

Walterville, OR 97489 

January 24, 2022 

Oregon State Legislature 
Re: Support Letter for McKenzie River Discovery Center 

In 2020 citizens of McKenzie Valley suffered great devastation and loss during the Holiday 
Farm Fire. As a community we came together and did what was needed to help families and 
businesses survive and rebuild.  

One place that became an integral part of helping the community to start healing, 
rebuilding, and relieving some of the stress was the McKenzie River Discovery Center. The 
Center has been a welcoming fixture of our Valley for decades and has shared our beauty 
and history with countless numbers of visitors and locals alike. After the fire it became a 
central location for people to gather, check in, get much needed supplies, access to 
resources, and support from other community members that shared in their grief. The 
Center became a beacon of light, hope and safety during such a dark time. Visitors and locals 
alike would benefit from the new Center as not only a view into the history of the Valley but 
what is possible for the future.  

Walterville Grange #416, as long-time members of our community, is happy to submit this 
letter seeking the support of the State Legislature to help fund the construction of the new 
Discovery Center.  

Respectfully, 

Tyler Manthei 
President 
Walterville Grange #416 
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C U R R E N T SC U R R E N T S

R
i v e r s ,  e v e r y  b i t  a s  m u c h  a s  o c e a n s ,  h a v e  i n s p i r e d  m e t a -
p h o r  a n d  p o e t r y .  S u c h  i n c l i n a t i o n s  m a y  w e l l  l u r k  a m o n g  

s o m e  o f  t h e  6 0  o r  s o  fi  s h i n g  g u i d e s  s t i l l  w o r k i n g  t h e  M c K e n z i e  
R i v e r ,  h o m e  o f  s o m e  o f  t h e  b e s t  s t e e l h e a d  a n d  t r o u t  fl  y - fi  s h i n g  
i n  O r e g o n .  Y e t  i t  i s  h a r d - h e a d e d  p r a g m a t i s m  t h a t  m a k e s  m a n y  
o f  t h e m  f a v o r  w o o d e n  b o a t s .  
 R i v e r s  d e m a n d  l o c a l  k n o w l e d g e .  T h e  M c K e n z i e  R i v e r  
G u i d e s  A s s o c i a t i o n  h a s  a n  u n b r o k e n  t r a d i t i o n ,  s i n c e  1 9 3 1 ,  o f  
t a k i n g  fi  s h e r m e n  t h r o u g h  r a p i d s  o f  u p  t o  C l a s s  I I I  t o  fi  n d  t h e  
c h o i c e s t  e d d i e s .  L i k e  o t h e r  g u i d e b o a t s — t h e  R a n g e l e y  a n d  
A d i r o n d a c k  b o a t s  o f  t h e  N o r t h e a s t  c o m e  t o  m i n d — M c K e n -
z i e  d r i f t  b o a t s  w e r e  a d a p t e d  f r o m  e a r l i e r  t y p e s ,  i n  t h i s  c a s e  
l o g - d r i v i n g  d o r i e s ,  t o  s u i t  l o c a l  c o n d i t i o n s .  O n  t h e  M c K e n z i e ,  
r e a l  i n n o v a t i o n  c a m e  w i t h  t h e  a d v e n t  o f  p l y w o o d  i n  t h e  1 9 3 0 s .  
B u i l d e r s  g a v e  t h e i r  b o a t s  e x t r e m e  s h e e r  a n d  r o c k e r ,  h i g h  f r e e -
b o a r d ,  a n d  b r a c e  p o i n t s  t o  s u p p o r t  fl  y  fi  s h e r m e n  w h o  n e e d e d  
t o  u s e  b o t h  h a n d s  w h i l e  c a s t i n g .  T h e  g u i d e  f a c e s  d o w n r i v e r  t o  
r o w  i n  a  c o n t r o l l e d  d e s c e n t ,  c h o o s i n g  a  “ l i n e ”  t h r o u g h  r a p i d s  
t o  k e e p  f r o m  d u n k i n g  t h e  p a y i n g  g u e s t s  i n  3 8 ° F  s p r i n g  r u n -
o f f .  F l y  fi  s h e r m e n ,  a s  a  r u l e ,  v e n t u r e  f a r ,  a n d  t h e y  h a v e  c a r r i e d  
t h e  d r i f t  b o a t ’ s  r e p u t a t i o n  w i t h  t h e m .  A d a p t a t i o n s  i n  a l u m i -
n u m  a n d  fi  b e r g l a s s  a p p e a r e d .  B u t  o n  t h e  M c K e n z i e ,  w o o d e n  
b o a t s  r e m a i n  t h e  fi  r s t  c h o i c e  f o r  m a n y .
 “ I  t h i n k  t h e r e  h a s  b e e n  a  h e a l t h y  r e s u r g e n c e  i n  t h e  n u m -
b e r  o f  p e o p l e  a c t u a l l y  u s i n g  m o r e  w o o d e n  b o a t s , ”  R a n d y  D e r -
s h a m  s a i d  i n  A p r i l  d u r i n g  t h e  1 2 t h  a n n u a l  M c K e n z i e  R i v e r  
W o o d e n  B o a t  F e s t i v a l ,  w h i c h  h e  f o u n d e d  i n  V i d a .  “ E v e n  t h e  
H e l f r i c h  c r e w  h a s  g o n e  b a c k  t o  w o o d e n  b o a t s ,  a n d  K e n n y  
h a s  a l w a y s  u s e d  w o o d e n  b o a t s . ”  K e n  H e l f r i c h  i s  o n e  o f  n i n e
H e l f r i c h e s  l i s t e d  a s  r i v e r  g u i d e s ,  a l l  o f  t h e m  d e s c e n d a n t s  o f  
P r i n c e  H e l f r i c h ,  w h o s e  d r i f t  b o a t s  r e m a i n  h i g h l y  r e g a r d e d  
( s e e  W B  N o .  1 5 1 ) .

C U R R E N T SC U R R E N T S

 R u n n i n g  a  f e w  m i l e s  o f  r i v e r  w i t h  R i c h a r d  H e l f r i c h ,  o n e  
o f  P r i n c e ’ s  s o n s  a n d  h i m s e l f  a  g u i d e ,  a w a k e n s  e n v y  o f  t h o s e  
w h o  c a l l  o n e  p l a c e  h o m e .  H e  k n o w s  t h e  n a m e  o f  a l m o s t  e v e r y  
r i v e r s i d e  c a b i n ’ s  b u i l d e r ,  a n d  i t s  y e a r .  A s  c a d d i s  fl  i e s  h o v e r ,  h e  
p o i n t s  t o  p r o m i s i n g  e d d i e s .  H e  r e c o u n t s  h e i g h t s  a n d  y e a r s  o f  
fl  o o d s .  A n  o l d  f e r r y  l a n d i n g  s t i r s  m e m o r i e s  o f  w h e n  h e  a n d  
a  b r o t h e r  f o r d e d  t h e  r i v e r  o n  h o r s e b a c k  d u r i n g  l o w  w a t e r .  
O s p r e y s  n e s t i n g  i n  b r o k e n - t o p  o l d - g r o w t h  t r e e s ,  l i c h e n  
e r o d i n g  b i t s  o f  E a g l e  R o c k ,  a  n e s t  t h a t  w a t e r  o u z e l s  h a v e  u s e d  
f o r  d e c a d e s — n o n e  o f  t h e s e  e s c a p e  h i s  e y e .
 “ L i v i n g  u p  h e r e  o n  t h e  M c K e n z i e ,  m y  d a d  w o u l d  k i l l  a n i m a l s  
e v e r y  f a l l  j u s t  t o  f e e d  t h e  f a m i l y .  Y o u ’ d  h a v e  g a r d e n s  a n d  
y o u ’ d  c a n ,  a n d  i t  w a s  k i n d  o f  s u r v i v a l , ”  H e l f r i c h  s a i d .  F o r  
m a n y ,  g u i d i n g  w a s  o n e  p a r t  o f  a  l i v i n g .  F o r  s o m e ,  b o a t b u i l d -
i n g  w a s  a n o t h e r .  H e l f r i c h  fi  r s t  r a n  t h e  r i v e r  s o l o  a t  a g e  1 0 .  
E a r l i e r ,  h e  w e n t  w i t h  h i s  f a t h e r .  “ M y  d a d  w o u l d  s a y ,  ‘ L e t ’ s  g o  
o u t  a n d  c a t c h  a  m e s s  o f  fi  s h  f o r  d i n n e r . ’  T h a t ’ s  h o w  i t  s t a r t e d . ”

CCCCCCCCCCCCCCC UUUUUUUUU RRRRRRRRRRRR RRRRRRRRR EEEEEEEEE NNNNNNNNNNNNNNN TTTTTTTTT SSSSSSSSSSSSC UC UC UC UC UC UC C UCCC C UC C UC C UCCC C UCC C UCCC C UC C UC C UCCC C UCC C UCCC C UC C UC C UCCC C UCC C UCCC C UC C UC C UCCC C UCC C UCCC C UC C UC C UCCC C UC C UUC UUUUC UUC UUC UUUUC UUUC UUUUC UUC UUC UUUUC UUUC UUUUC UUC UUC UUUUC UUUC UUUUC UUC UUC UUUUC UUUC UUUUC UUC UUC UUUUC UUC U R RR RR RR R RRRR R RR R RR R RRRR R RRR R RRRR R RR R RR R RRRR R RRR R RRRR R RR R RR R RRRR R RRR R RRRR R RR R RR R RRRR R RR R RRR RRRRR RRR RRR RRRRR RRRR RRRRR RRR RRR RRRRR RRRR RRRRR RRR RRR RRRRR RRRR RRRRR RRR RRR RRRRR RRR R EEEE EEEE EE EE EEEE EEE EEEE EE EE EEEE EEE EEEE EE EE EEEE EEE EEEE EE EE EEEE EEE EEEE EE EE EEEE EE E N T SN T SN T SN N T SNNN N T SN N T SN N T SNNN N T SNN N T SNNN N T SN N T SN N T SNNN N T SNN N T SNNN N T SN N T SN N T SNNN N T SNN N T SNNN N T SN N T SN N T SNNN N T SN N T STN T STTTN T STN T STN T STTTN T STTN T STTTN T STN T STN T STTTN T STTN T STTTN T STN T STN T STTTN T STN T SN T SN T SN T SSN T SSSSN T SSN T SSN T SSSSN T SSSN T SSSSN T SSN T SSN T SSSSN T SSSN T SSSSN T SSN T SSN T SSSSN T SSSN T SSSSN T SSN T SSN T SSSSN T SSSN T SSSSN T SSN T SSN T SSSSN T SSN T S

A b o v e — R a n d y  D e r s h a m ,  s e e n  h e r e  a t  t h e  o a r s ,  i s  t h e  
g u i d e  a n d  b o a t b u i l d e r  w h o  f o u n d e d  t h e  M c K e n z i e  R i v e r  
W o o d e n  B o a t  F e s t i v a l  i n  V i d a ,  O r e g o n ,  i n  2 0 0 6 .  H e  s e e s  
a  r e s u r g e n c e  i n  w o o d e n  d r i f t  b o a t  u s e  a m o n g  g u i d e s .  
I n s e t — T h e  A p r i l  2 0 1 7  f e s t i v a l  a t t r a c t e d  2 6  w o o d e n  d r i f t  
b o a t s ,  s o m e  n e w ,  s o m e  o l d ,  a n d  e a c h  a  l i t t l e  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  
t h e  o t h e r s .

1 4    •    W o o d e n B o a t  2 5 7

O n  t h e  M c K e n z i e  R i v e r ,

a  b o a t  t r a d i t i o n  l i v e s

b y  T o m  J a c k s o n
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E d i t e d  b y  T o m  J a c k s o nE d i t e d  b y  T o m  J a c k s o n

o f  c r a f t s m a n s h i p  t h a t  d a d  u s e d  t r y i n g  t o  m a k e  t h e s e  b o a t s  
t o  w i t h s t a n d  y e a r s  o f  u s e  b y  g u i d e s ,  a n d  m a k e  t h e m  l i g h t  
e n o u g h  t o  w h e r e  t h e y  c o u l d  s t a c k  t h e m ,  w h i c h  w a s  r e a l l y  
c r i t i c a l .  T h a t  w a s  h i s  c u p  o f  t e a . ”  R e m o v a b l e  t h w a r t s  a l l o w e d  
t h e  b o a t s  t o  b e  s t a c k e d  s i x - h i g h  o n  a  t r a i l e r  f o r  t r a n s p o r t .
 S t e e l e  u s e s  a n  o l d  s t o c k  o f  D o u g l a s - fi r  p l y w o o d ,  o f  a  q u a l -
i t y  n o t  f o u n d  t o d a y .  S o m e  b u i l d e r s  u s e  m e r a n t i  o r  s a p e l e ,  u s u -
a l l y  1 ⁄ 4 "  f o r  s i d e s  a n d  1 ⁄ 2 "  f o r  b o t t o m s .  B o t t o m s  a r e  s h e a t h e d  i n  
h e a v y  fi b e r g l a s s  c l o t h  s e t  i n  e p o x y ,  s o m e t i m e s  w i t h  g r a p h i t e .  
S o m e  s h e a t h e  b o t t o m s  w i t h  u l t r a - h i g h - m o l e c u l a r - w e i g h t  
p l a s t i c ;  o t h e r s  s h u n  t h e  p r a c t i c e .  E v e r y  b o a t  i s  a  l i t t l e  d i f f e r -
e n t .  E x p e r i m e n t a t i o n  i s  p a r t  o f  t h e  l e g a c y .  T o d a y ,  f o r  e x a m -
p l e ,  n e w - g e n e r a t i o n  b u i l d e r  M i k e  B a k e r  o f  B e n d  b u i l d s  
h a n d s o m e  d r i f t  b o a t s — a n d  a l s o  s u p p l i e s  k i t s — s e v e r a l  o f  
w h i c h  w e r e  a t  t h e  f e s t i v a l .  H e  i s  e x p e r i m e n t i n g  w i t h  b o t t o m s  
u s i n g  a  l i g h t w e i g h t  h o n e y c o m b  c o r e  b e t w e e n  t h i n  p l y w o o d  
i n s i d e  a n d  ’ g l a s s - a n d - e p o x y  s h e a t h i n g  o u t s i d e .
 A t  d a y ’ s  e n d ,  o n e  p h i l o s o p h e r  l e a n i n g  a g a i n s t  h i s  d o u b l e -
e n d e r  a d j u s t e d  h i s  b i l l  c a p ,  o b l i v i o u s  t o  t h e  r a i n  t r a c e r s  
i n  a  b r i l l i a n t  s u n b r e a k  t h a t  a l s o  s e t  t h e  m o s s  i n  t h e  o l d -
g r o w t h  t r e e s  o n  t h e  o p p o s i t e  b a n k  a g l o w  w i t h  e m e r a l d  
g r e e n .  “ C o u l d n ’ t  h a v e  a s k e d  f o r  a  b e t t e r  d a y , ”  h e  s a i d .  A h ,  
O r e g o n .

T o m  J a c k s o n  i s  W o o d e n B o a t ’ s  s e n i o r  e d i t o r .

S e e  w w w . m c k e n z i e r i v e r d r i f t b o a t m u s e u m . o r g ,  w w w . m c k e n z i e  
g u i d e s . c o m ,  a n d  w w w . a m e r i c a n w h i t e w a t e r . o r g .  M i k e  B a k e r ,  w w w .
b a k e r w o o d d r i f t b o a t s . c o m ,  5 4 1 – 4 1 0 – 1 0 4 8 .  S t e v e  S t e e l e ,  3 0 1 9 8  
L a r s o n  R d . ,  L e b a n o n ,  O R  9 7 3 3 5 ;  5 4 1 – 4 5 1 – 1 5 3 2 .

A f t e r  D e r s h a m  b o u g h t  t h e  E a g l e  R o c k  L o d g e  i n  V i d a  
( w h i c h  h e  s o l d  i n  2 0 1 4  b u t  s t i l l  h o s t s  t h e  f e s t i v a l ) ,  h e  w a n t e d  
t o  r e n e w  a  t r a d i t i o n  f r o m  d e c a d e s  e a r l i e r ,  w h e n  a  b o a t  
p a r a d e  k i c k e d  o f f  t h e  s p r i n g  fi s h i n g  s e a s o n  a n d  g a v e  g u i d e s  
a  c h a n c e  t o  c h e c k  n e w  h a z a r d s  a n d  c l e a n  u p  l i t t e r .  T h e  t r a -
d i t i o n  g r e w  a  l i t t l e  t o o  p o p u l a r ,  t h e n  g o t  o u t  o f  h a n d ,  a n d  
fi n a l l y  f a l t e r e d  i n  t h e  1 9 7 0 s .  W h e n  D e r s h a m  r e v i t a l i z e d  i t ,  
h e  l i m i t e d  i t  t o  t r a d i t i o n a l  w o o d e n  b o a t s .  “ F o r  m e ,  i t ’ s  n o s -
t a l g i a ,  b u t  I  a l s o  r e a l l y  l i k e  t h e  q u i e t  r i d e , ”  h e  s a i d .  “ I ’ v e  
n e v e r  l i k e d  a l u m i n u m  b o a t s  b e c a u s e  o f  h o w  c o l d  t h e y  a r e .  
A n d  t h e y ’ r e  l o u d . ”  N o t  e x a c t l y  t h e  Z e n  o f  t h e  fl y  fi s h e r m a n .
 F o r  b o a t b u i l d e r  S t e v e  S t e e l e  o f  L e b a n o n ,  O r e g o n ,  w h o s e  
f a t h e r  b u i l t  s o m e w h e r e  b e t w e e n  2 , 0 0 0  a n d  3 , 0 0 0  d r i f t  
b o a t s ,  t h e  f e s t i v a l  b e c a m e  a  t i m e  t o  r e c o n n e c t  w i t h  h i s  r i v e r  
h e r i t a g e .  I t  w a s  a t  a  f e s t i v a l  w h e r e  h e  m e t  M a u r y a  K a r h u u s ,  
g r a n d d a u g h t e r  o f  i m m i g r a n t  N o r w e g i a n  b u i l d e r  T o m  K a r -
h u u s ,  w h o  i s  c r e d i t e d  w i t h  t h e  fi r s t  p l y w o o d  d r i f t  b o a t s .  “ I  
l i k e  t o  l o o k  a t  t h e  b o a t s ,  a n d  i t  j u s t  b r i n g s  b a c k  s o  m a n y  
g r e a t  m e m o r i e s  o f  o u r  c h i l d h o o d , ”  s h e  s a i d .  S t e e l e  c o n -
c u r r e d :  “ E v e r y b o d y  w a n t e d  s o m e t h i n g  l i k e  t h i s .  B u t  R a n d y  
t o o k  i t  b y  t h e  h o r n s .  A n d  h e  h a d  t h e  p e r f e c t  p l a c e  t o  d o  i t . ”
 T h e  s t o r i e s  o f  b u i l d e r s  p a s t  a n d  p r e s e n t  a r e  c e l e b r a t e d .  
S t e e l e  s t i l l  u s e s  p a t t e r n s  a n d  p i e c e s  f r o m  h i s  f a t h e r ’ s  t i m e .  
“ W e ’ d  b u i l d  p a r t s  f o r  5 0  b o a t s .  W e  b u i l t  a  b o a t  a  w e e k e n d .  
W e ’ d  s t a r t  o n  S a t u r d a y  m o r n i n g  a n d  b e  d o n e  b y  S u n d a y  
n i g h t . ”  H e  h e l p e d  f r o m  a n  a g e  w h e n  h e  n e e d e d  a  s t o o l  t o  
r e a c h  t h e  b o a t .  H e  w e n t  o n  t o  v o c a t i o n a l - t e c h n i c a l  t e a c h -
i n g ,  b u t  a f t e r  r e t i r i n g  h e  w e n t  b a c k  t o  b o a t b u i l d i n g .  
 “ W h a t ’ s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  m e  i s ,  t h i s  i s  a  w o r k i n g  m a n ’ s  b o a t , ”  
S t e e l e  s a i d .  “ T h i s  i s  h o w  t h i s  e v o l v e d .  A n d  a l s o  t h e  q u a l i t y  

C a t c h i n g  u p  w i t h  E L B E  N o .  5  

— t h e  f o r m e r  W A N D E R  B I R D

b y  M a t t h e w  P .  M u r p h y

O
n  a  r e c e n t  v i s i t  t o  H a m b u r g ,  G e r m a n y ,  I  v i s i t e d  
L O T S E N S C H O N E R  N o .  5  E L B E ,  o r  “ E L B E  N o .  5 , ”  f o r  s h o r t .  

S o m e  r e a d e r s  w i l l  r e c o g n i z e  t h i s  G e r m a n - b u i l t ,  1 8 8 3  E l b e  
R i v e r  p i l o t  s c h o o n e r  a s  W A N D E R  B I R D ,  w h i c h  w a s  o w n e d  f o r  
m a n y  y e a r s  b y  H a r o l d  S o m m e r  o f  S a u s a l i t o ,  C a l i f o r n i a .  T h e  
l e g e n d a r y  s a i l o r  W a r w i c k  T o m p k i n s  h a d  o p e r a t e d  W A N D E R  
B I R D  w i t h  c o s t - s h a r i n g  c r e w s ,  a n d  s a i l e d  h e r  f r o m  G l o u c e s -
t e r ,  M a s s a c h u s e t t s ,  t o  S a n  F r a n c i s c o  i n  1 9 3 6 ,  a r o u n d  C a p e  
H o r n .  H i s  s u b s e q u e n t  b o o k  a b o u t  t h a t  a d v e n t u r e ,  F i f t y  S o u t h  
t o  F i f t y  S o u t h ,  g a l v a n i z e d  a  g e n e r a t i o n  o f  b l u e w a t e r  s a i l o r s  a n d  
a r m c h a i r  a d v e n t u r e r s .  A  m o r e  r e c e n t  fi l m ,  e d i t e d  f r o m  T o m p -
k i n s ’ s  f o o t a g e ,  a l s o  t e l l s  t h e  s t o r y  ( w w w . l i f e o n t h e w a t e r . u s ) .  
S o m m e r ,  w h o  d i e d  i n  2 0 1 0 ,  s a v e d  t h e  s c h o o n e r  f r o m  o b l i v i o n ;  
s h e  w a s  u s e d  a s  a  h o u s e b o a t  b e f o r e  h e  a c q u i r e d  h e r ,  a n d  h e  
r e t u r n e d  h e r  t o  s a i l i n g  c o n d i t i o n .

T h e  w h i t e - h u l l e d  s c h o o n e r  E L B E  N o .  5  ( e x – W A N D E R  B I R D )  

i s  o n e  o f  1 2  h i s t o r i c  v e s s e l s  o p e r a t e d  b y  S t i f t u n g  M a r i t i m  

H a m b u r g  ( T h e  H a m b u r g  M a r i t i m e  F o u n d a t i o n )  

i n  G e r m a n y .  I n  t h e  f o r e g r o u n d  i s  t h e  1 9 1 2 ,  1 2 - M e t e r  s l o o p  

H E T I .  S o o n ,  t h e  3 7 7 '  s t e e l - h u l l e d  f o u r - m a s t e d  
b a r k  P E K I N G ,  f o r m e r l y  o f  S o u t h  S t r e e t  S e a p o r t  i n  

N e w  Y o r k  C i t y ,  w i l l  j o i n  t h e  fl e e t .  

J u l y / A u g u s t  2 0 1 7    •    1 5
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Greg Hatten. 541-232-3565 January 24, 2022 

Dear Oregon Legislature: 

I learned to row a drift boat on the McKenzie River - learned how to build one, fish 
from one, and guide from one. The McKenzie is a special river with a special history 
and over the course of many years I developed a deep love and connection to the 
river, the wildlife, the entire eco-system, and the people that live along it’s banks.  

While I live in Missouri now, I continue to be a member of the McKenzie Guides 
Association as a way of staying connected to one of the classic rivers in the Pacific 
Northwest. For the last several years I have written a number of articles for outdoor 
magazines about the McKenzie style drift boats and their special place in the wood 
boat culture. A few years ago I was part of a U.S. Team that was featured at the 
largest wooden boat festival in the world - in Australia. The organizers of the event 
were so enthusiastic about my hand crafted drift boat, they shipped it all the way 
“down-under” so over 300,000 people could see it on display and hear my talk about 
the boat and the McKenzie River.  

I was at the very first McKenzie Drift Boat Festival and continue to be a faithful and 
active participate in that annual event which draws boats and visitors from all over 
the region. A permanent McKenzie River Discovery Center would be a great addition to 
the McKenzie River valley where the story of the river and the boats could be properly 
told through interactive stations, boat building demonstrations, historic boats on 
display, classes, seminars, and programming of all sorts to attract people to the area 
and grow the tourism component for valley recovery.  

I fully support the McKenzie River Discovery Center and volunteer my services as a 
writer, a boat builder, a fly fisherman, a former guide, and an influencer in the 
outdoor space to help build it and promote it in every way possible. I am currently 
leading a $20mm initiative to build a discovery center in St. Joseph, Missouri to tell 
the story of the Beginning of the Oregon Trail, western migration, and the role that 
rivers played in the exploration of the west.  

Best Wishes for a Successful Initiative, 

Greg Hatten 
Woodenboat Adventures 
2510 Lovers Lane 
St. Joseph, MO. 64506 

greg.hatten@gmail.com

50


	Giustina Resources.MRDC Letter of Support.pdf
	MRDC Letters of Support 2022.2.2.22.pdf
	MRDC Letters of Support 2022.2.1.22.pdf
	MRDC Letters of Support 2022.1.31.22 v2.pdf
	McKenzie River Reflections.MRDC Letter of Support.pdf
	MRDC Letters of Support 2022.1.31.22.pdf
	MRDC Letters of Support 2022.1.31.22.pdf
	LOS TOC 1.31.22.pdf
	Binder7.pdf
	Binder6.pdf
	MRDC Letters of Support 2022.pdf
	MRDC Letters of Support
	MRDC Letters of Support
	Cascade Family Flyfishers.MRDC Letter of Support
	Commissioner Farr.MRDC Support Letter
	Everyone's Market.MRDC Letter of Support
	Fretwater Boatworks.MRDC Letter of Support
	Gretl Dupre’ Galgon.MRDC Letter of Support
	Helfrich River Outfitters.Jonnie Helfrich.MRDC Letter of Support
	Helfrich River Outfitters.Ken Helfrich.MRDC Letter of Support
	Late Bloomers Garden Club.MRDC Letter of Support
	Local Helping Locals.MRDC Letter of Support
	McKenzie Community Communications.MRDC Letter of Support
	McKenzie Community Development Corporation.MRDC Letter of Support
	McKenzie Feed & Tackle.MRDC Letter of Support
	McKenzie Fire & Rescue.MRDC Letter of Support
	McKenzie Masters Foundation.MRDC Letter of Support
	McKenzie RIver Chamber of Commerce.Judy Casad.MRDC Letter of Support
	McKenzie River Community School.MRDC Letter of Support
	McKenzie River Guides Association.MRDC Support Letter
	McKenzie River Lavender.MRDC Letter of Support
	McKenzie Valley Long Term Recover.MRDC Letter of Support
	McKenzie Watershed Council.MRDC Letter of Support
	NW Youth Corps.MRDC Letter of Support
	Pack N Ship.MRDC Letter of Support
	Philip Raab.MRDC Letter of Support
	Riverview Market & Deli.MRDC Letter of Support
	Serendipity Coffee.MRDC Letter of Support
	Springfield Chamber of Commerce.MRDC Letter of Support
	Stage Stop.MRDC Letter of Support
	Tight Lines.MRDC Letter of Support
	UO IPRE.MRDC Letter of Support
	Vida Cafe.MRDC Letter of Support
	Vida McKenzie Community Center.MRDC Letter of Support
	Wade Hane.MRDC Letter of Support
	Walterville Grange.MRDC Letter of Support
	WoodenBoard.MRDC Letter of Support
	TomJacksonLetterMRDC.pdf
	WoodenBoat 257.pdf

	Woodenboat Adventures.MRDC Letter of Support

	McKenzie River Chamber of Commerce.Nadine Scott.MRDC Letter of Support


	Trout Mountain Forestry.MRDC Letter of Support.pdf
	Down Home Boatworks.MRDC Letter of Support.pdf

	McKenzie Station Pub.MRDC Letter of Support.pdf
	Lane Electric.MRDC Letter of Support.pdf


	McKenzie Flyfishers.MRDC Letter of Support.pdf


	Travel Lane County.MRDC Letter of Support.pdf

	T-Laue Consulting.MRDC Letter of Support.pdf




