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Overview of HB 4077: Environmental Justice for All

® Takes the Environmental Justice Task Force (EJTF) into the next stage of
its work

O Rename the EJTF into the Environmental Justice Council (EJC)
O Expand membership to broaden representation

O Bring more state agencies under the jurisdiction of the Council

® Builds a mapping tool to visualize data and information to help increase
understanding between agencies and environmental justice communities

O Directs the Environmental Justice Council to develop a process that will engage
with communities across the state

O Work in consultation with the Institute of Natural Resources and the DAS
Geospatial Enterprise Office (GEO)

O Community outreach and engagement with Environmental Justice Council and
other interested parties
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Presentation Notes
Indigenous, black and brown communities, people with lower incomes, attention to rural, remote, and coastal communities


The Importance of Mapping and Data

® Informs outreach and engagement practices and implement
programs

® Built to identify underserved communities and support grant writing
and community awareness efforts

® Ensure that investments go directly to frontline communities most
affected by poverty and pollution

® Seeks to create equitable recovery for all Oregonians facing challenges
created by aging infrastructure, a frayed social safety net, natural
disasters
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The goal in developing EJSCREEN was to build on EPA's experience in developing screening tools, and provide a new, user-friendly screening tool that addresses stakeholder concerns in an informative manner. An important part of this effort has been to ensure the screening tool reflects a balance between simple, screening-level information and high-quality data.
A few examples of what EJSCREEN supports across the agency include:
Informing outreach and engagement practices
Implementing aspects of the following programs:
permitting
enforcement
compliance
voluntary
Developing retrospective reports of EPA work
Enhancing geographically based initiatives
EJSCREEN is not used by EPA staff for any of the following:
As a means to identify or label an area as an "EJ community"
To quantify specific risk values for a selected area
To measure cumulative impacts of multiple environmental factors
As a basis for agency decision-making or making a determination regarding the existence or absence of EJ concerns

EPA is sharing EJSCREEN with the public:
to be more transparent about how we consider environmental justice in our work,
to assist our stakeholders in making informed decisions about pursuing environmental justice and
to create a common starting point between the agency and the public when looking at issues related to environmental justice. 
Screening tools should be used for a "screening-level" look. Screening is a useful first step in understanding or highlighting locations that may be candidates for further review. However, it is essential to remember that screening-level results:
do not, by themselves, determine the existence or absence of environmental justice concerns in a given location
they do not provide a risk assessment and
have other significant limitations.

Justice 40 is a means of a way to create a whole-of-government initiative, including data infrastructure and funding to “identify communities most at risk from environmental injustices.”


Washington’s Health Disparities Map

® Particulate matter data

® Tribal land boundaries

® Locations of adult care

facilities




Purpose of the EJM Tool

1. Identify and help prioritize communities that need resource investments from
state and federal funding

2. Enhance community engagement and outreach in state agency processes

Examples:

® Smoke impacts on people with asthma in wildfire prone areas to prioritize access to
filtration devices and health services

® Renewable energy development in areas with low energy access

® CleanWater Revolving fund to allocate funding received from federal government
to the communities that need it the most

® Implement planning where food deserts and lack of public transit persist to serve
communities with low incomes
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Map would layer socioeconomic information, demographic data, public health information and environmental disparity statistics together to give a big picture of environmental justice in Oregon

This is not meant to be a regulatory tool or used to assess permitting processes
Agencies can use the mapping tool to target benefits and investments to marginalized and underserved communities
The EJC will shepherd a process to develop the mapping tool with community outreach and engagement across the state 



Process to Create the EJM Tool

® EJCwill drive the Community Engagement Process to incorporate
community input

® EJCwill work with DAS-GEO and INR to develop the methodology
for data collection and agencies will provide staff support

® INR will collect data and build map on Oregon Explorer platform
® Other agencies will engage to fill gaps in data collection

® Community gives input into the types of data and uses of the tool
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Funding will be provided to the Institute of Natural Resources (OSU – PSU) to gather information and data from state agencies and other sources
Tools available for use – Oregon Explorer and Community Reporter tools
Build layers of natural resources and environmental data, public health information, and demographic data
EJC informs process for data collection – collaboration and community engagement

Agencies use community engagement plans 

The maps make this data accessible, understandable, and most importantly, actionable. 
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