PREVENTING YOUTH TOBACCO

USE IN CENTRAL OREGON WITH
TOBACCO RETAIL LICENSING

In Central Oregon counties, youth tobacco use is shocking: Anywhere from 19% — 24%

of 11th graders use at least one type of tobacco product. These products include cigarettes,

e-cigarettes, chew or smokeless, cigarillos (little cigars), large cigars, or hookah.!

How is this possible? The tobacco industry continues
to market to youth—whom they call “replacement
smokers” —using fruit- and candy-flavored products,
including vapes, that appeal to youth and mask the
harsh taste of tobacco, but still get them addicted to
nicotine.™ Also, the tobacco industry currently dictates
to our local retailers how to market tobacco products
in a way that targets kids."

Laws are in place that should prohibit people under 21
from purchasing tobacco products, but the fact that
youth are continuing to use these products means
there is a lack of compliance.

More than 1 in 6 Oregon tobacco retailers
illegally sold tobacco to someone under 21.V

In Jefferson County, one in five retailers sold tobacco
to a someone under the age of 21." In 2019 the FDA
reported one violation of sale to minors in Crook
County; as a result, it issued a warning letter—no fines
were issued. In addition, less than half of Crook
County tobacco retailers were inspected at all by the
state or FDA. In Deschutes County, in 2019 inspections
by the state, 6% of retailers inspected sold to youth
under 21 years old.” Due to the state’s limited

capacity and resources, only a random sample of
retailers is selected for compliance checks, and many
tobacco retailers can go one or more years without
being inspected. Any infraction putting our youth at
risk for addiction is too many.

Tobacco retail licensing can keep tobacco out
of the hands of our youth and protect them
from a lifetime of addiction.""

¢ |t levels the retail playing field by acknowledging
retailers that are obeying the law and stopping and
supporting those that aren’t.

¢ |t ensures that retailers have the education, training,
and tools they need to stay in compliance with laws
regulating the sale of tobacco and nicotine
products, including e- cigarettes.

With sufficient funding for enforcement, it can
ensure that every tobacco retailer is inspected
annually and enforce restrictions on tobacco
sales and marketing.

¢ A study of 33 communities outside of Oregon shows
decreases inillegal youth tobacco sales since the

passage of tobacco retail licensure with strong
enforcement provisions. "
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Support of a tobacco

Some worry unnecessarily that tobacco retail retail license policy

licensing would hurt Central Oregon’s economy; in
fact,

Tobacco retail licensing is working toward 66%

of Central Oregonians
reducing costs to businesses in the long term

by preventing tobacco use. Each employee

who smokes costs businesses approximately 53(y of tobacco retailerf in
$5,800 annually in lost productivity and Y Deschutes County™

increased health care costs *.

of tobacco retailers in

Oregon is one of only seven states in the country Crook County indicated that they
that does not require a statewide tobacco retail 0 would say yes or consider
license.* There’s already broad support: from city 45 /0

supporting requiring stores to
leaders, businesses, school officials and public health

purchase a license to sell
staff, as well as adults.
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