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Chairman Prozanski and Members of the Senate Judiciary Committee:

My name is Erin George, and | am the National Campaigns Manager for the Clean Slate
Initiative, a national bipartisan coalition advancing policies to automatically clear all eligible
criminal records across the country. We believe that people who have been arrested or who
have been convicted and served their time earn the chance for a better future. To promote
justice, as well as racial and economic equity, the Clean Slate Initiative aims to transform the
system by expanding expungement opportunities and lifting unnecessary barriers to
employment, education, and housing. Senate Bill 397 is of particular interest to us because the
bill streamlines and expedites the current expungement laws in Oregon.

In Oregon, nearly 1.5 million people experience the far-reaching ramifications of a criminal
record.! Sadly, many cannot obtain relief due to lengthy waiting periods and the complex
record-clearing process.

A twenty-year waiting period, as currently codified, not only negatively impacts individuals with
a criminal record who are facing lifelong collateral punishments but also runs afoul of current
research. Specifically, people with criminal records who have remained crime-free for four to
seven years are no more likely than the general population to commit a new crime.? Senate Bill
397 proposes a more reasonable waiting period that will immediately help affected Oregonians
and will not diminish public safety.
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Furthermore, non-conviction records - like arrest, dismissal, and acquittal records - are not
distinguished from conviction records in Oregon’s current expungement process, meaning that
those never found guilty of a criminal offense must apply for record clearance via a complicated
petition-based process. Senate Bill 397 aims to remedy this issue by expediting the eligibility of
clearing non-conviction records.

As Oregon enters a phase of post-pandemic planning, the need for expedited economic
recovery is paramount. Legislation, like Senate Bill 397, can support justice-involved individuals,
local businesses, and the economy. Studies have shown that the presence of a criminal record
reduces job opportunities. For instance, an individual is 63 percent more likely to receive a job
interview if they have a clean record.? People who have had a criminal record cleared are 11
percent more likely to secure employment and 22 percent more likely to see an increase in
income than those who have not.*

Finally, under Oregon’s existing law, about 45 percent of people are eligible for record
expungement, but research shows that only about 7 percent of Oregonians successfully clear
their record.” Passing Senate Bill 397 and continuing the conversation to automate and expand
record clearing provisions, thousands of Oregonians can begin to experience the second chance
they have earned by moving through life with a clean record.

The Clean Slate Initiative strongly supports advancing SB 397.
Thank you for your consideration,

Erin Leigh George
National Campaigns Manager, Clean Slate Initiative

erin@cleanslateinitiative.org
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