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February 14, 2021

Senator Lee Beyer, Chair

Senate Committee on Energy and Environment
Oregon State Legislature

900 Court St. NE, H-490

Salem, Oregon 97301

Dear Chair Beyer and Members of the Committee,

I am writing to offer BRING's support for Senate Bill 582-1, which will
modernize Oregon’s recycling system. Among other things, the bill will
require producers that sell packaging in Oregon to share the responsibility
and costs for the recycling system; develop a uniform statewide list of
products that can be recycled; and prohibit brands from making deceptive
or misleading claims about the recyclability of products on their
packaging.

All of these are positive and needed changes in our state. Oregonians
care deeply about recycling. SB582-1 will make recycling less confusing
and ensure that more of the materials in curbside bins will be recycled, as
opposed to going into the trash. The bill will require that recycling be done
in a way that benefits the environment and does not harm vulnerable
citizens, an important nod to the environmental justice issues that must
become more prominent in all of our discussions about how we deal with
waste. We are very excited that the legislation includes resources so that
communities around the state can improve their waste reduction and
reuse programs.

BRING is an advocate for EPR programs, which requires producers to
participate in the process of disposing of products at the end of their
useful life. SB582-1 follows a shared extended producer responsibility
model that leverages the parts of the current system that are working
well, while bringing producers into the process so that recycling is more
accessible to all Oregonians. Brand owners and manufacturers have an
important role to play in ensuring their packaging waste doesn't clutter
Oregon's landfills, waterways, forests, and communities. They must be
part of the solution for transforming products back into reusable materials
whenever possible. Extended Producer Responsibility models also
encourage companies to redesign their packaging to reduce waste or
make it easier to reuse or recycle.

SB582-1 is the result of a consensus process that engaged stakeholders
over the course of two and a half years. Oregon is a leader when it comes
to EPR and residents across the state already enjoy other programs,
including PaintCare, E-Cycles and, within the next year, a safe collection
system for prescription medicines. BRING supporters fully agree that
EPR should be part of the solution to modernizing Oregon’s recycling
System. Attached are their signatures and comments.

Sinéere

Carolyn
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