
Dysinger Testimony HJR 11

 
Honorable Chair Smith Warner and House Rules Committee Members,

I oppose HJR 11  
 
We all like things to be easy, and in doing so, sometimes we complicate them. Lets not make 
that same mistake with our voter registration system.

First off, what is the point of having voter registration? What is the purpose? Why don’t we just 
let everyone who wants to vote just show up and vote? 
 
We have to know how many ballots to prepare. It makes sense to know who voters are so we 
know if they qualify. We don’t want people showing up from all over the country to vote or allow 
children to vote. We don’t want dead people voting. And in the case of mail in voting, we should 
have time to mail their ballots to them. We should know the universe of voters. Candidates want 
to know their constituents. Citizens what to know their rights are being upheld. 

Of course we have Automatic Voter Registration now. So that takes care of the vast majority of 
voters. So why do we need same day voter registration?

Did you know that when Mexico had its voter rights revolution they set up 6 month deadline on 
voter registration? If they don’t get their ID verified and registration done 6 months in advance 
they just can’t vote in the election. Election officials also come to your house to register you. 
Their voter ID is the most positive and reliable.

Oregon by contrast, has no ID REQUIRED. ORS 247.012 reads”…except as provided by ORS 
247.124, if a registration card is legible, accurate and contains, at a minimum, the registrant’s 
name, registrant’s address, date of birth and signatures, the county clerk shall register the 
person.”  

Oregon allows anyone to register without a residence. You only have to think of Oregon as your 
home to qualify. 

Oregon’s ORS 247.035-038: (a) The person’s residence shall be the place in which habitation is 
fixed and to which, when the person is absent, the person intends to return. 
(a) The residence address of a person who is homeless or resides in a shelter, park, motor 

home, marina or other identifiable location may be any place within the county describing 
the physical location of the person.    

An unintended effect is that it allows someone living in another state, say they have the same 
political views as the majority of the people in that state, who wants to affect our states 
elections, to simply say that they “think of Oregon as their home and they intend to return some 
day.” As long as they don’t vote in another state, it is legal. Who is to dispute their intention.

We ask for some ID to be HAVA compliant, but it is not necessary. You can skip it by using the 
National Postcard Application. 

Example I was in the elections office and a gentleman came in saying he needed to 
register to vote. He stated he lived in New York. Was here just for the day and leaving to 
go out of the country the next day and did not know when he would return. He stated 
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also that he had already signed up for Oregon Health Plan and tried to register to vote 
online but it wouldn’t accept his outdated drivers license. The clerk told him it was best to 
use the National Postcard Application because it didn’t require ID. The man agreed. 
Filled out the form. When he submitted it, he asked for a certified copy of his voter 
registration so he could take it with him to help him get his Oregon Driver’s license. 

The clerk complied with his request.

Here are links to the Federal Voter Application Postcard and the instructions. You will see that 
though they ask for some ID, if you don’t have it, you can just state so and your application will 
still be processed. The diagram below shows that you are exempt from HAVA law.

FVAP postcard application: https://www.fvap.gov/uploads/FVAP/Forms/fpca.pdf 

FVAP instructions: https://www.fvap.gov/guide/chapter2/oregon instructions: https://
www.fvap.gov/guide/chapter2/oregon

If you use the regular voter registration card SEL 500 https://sos.oregon.gov/elections/
Documents/SEL500.pdf and don’t give some ID you can still be registered to vote but will be 

https://sos.oregon.gov/elections/Documents/SEL500.pdf
https://sos.oregon.gov/elections/Documents/SEL500.pdf
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Non HAVA compliant and only get to vote in the state and local offices. There are thousands of 
Non HAVA compliant voters in Oregon

Voter Registration needs to be a separate event from voting. We need time to check that the 
voter meets the requirements to vote in Oregon. This makes it easier to allow people to register 
and vote, but it also opens the door to more abuse. Frankly I don’t think 3 weeks is enough time 
to separate the two events. We should know the universe of voters and have them all processed 
prior to any ballots being mailed. 

Should we forget what happened with the Rajneesh Ranch 
https://www.oregonencyclopedia.org/articles/rajneeshees/ in the 1980s?  The Rajneesh group 
brought in bus loads of homeless folks from all over the country to change the political power of 
WASCO County.  We had same day voter registration then. We don’t need to repeat that same 
mistake now.

Oregon’s very loose voter registration laws are already subject to abuse. Please don’t make it 
easier to cheat.

https://www.oregonencyclopedia.org/articles/rajneeshees/
https://www.oregonencyclopedia.org/articles/rajneeshees/

