
The Beaver Caucus
4238 SW Research Way

Corvallis, OR 97333 

May 5th, 2021 

Ways and Means  
900 State Street NE, Room H-178 
Salem OR 97301 

RE: SB 5528 

Co-Chairs Frederick, McLain and Members of the Committee, 

I write today on behalf of the more than 750 members of the Beaver Caucus to ask that you 
fully fund OSU’s Statewide Public Service Programs so that the university can fulfill its mission 
as Oregon’s land-grant university.   

The OSU Statewides, which include the Extension Service, Agriculture Experiment Stations and 
Forest Research Laboratories, provide vital support and services to communities in every 
county in Oregon. The Governor’s Recommended Budget flatlined the Statewides funding. We 
are asking you to support $158.5 million in operational funding for the OSU Statewides - $84 
million for the Agricultural Experiment Station, $61.9 million for the OSU Extension Service 
and $12.6 million for the Forest Research Laboratory.  This investment represents a 7.42% 
base funding level increase from the 2019-21 budget so the OSU Statewides can continue their 
essential work in Oregon.  

This investment will preserve programs in your community, and across the state. The return 
on investment for these programs is immense. Please support the OSU Statewides during the 
2021 legislative session. 

Best Regards, 

Bill Perry 
President, The Beaver Caucus 



 
 
Friday, March 12, 2021 
 
The Honorable Senator Lynn Findley 
900 Court St. NE, S-403 
Salem, OR 97301 
 
Subject: Support the OSU Statewides 
 
Dear Senator Findley: 
 
Please support funding the OSU Statewides - OSU Extension, Agricultural Experiment Stations, and Forest 
Research Labs - at $158.5 million for the 2021-23 biennium, which includes a 7.42% continued service level 
increase.  
 
These program areas are continually asked to do more with less. In the Second Special Session of 2020, the 
Statewides took a 2.5% cut. This occurred at a time where much of their programing was quickly pivoted to 
virtual settings. This past year, they have also addressed emerging issues related to public health messaging on 
COVID-19, PPE distributions to the farmworker community, assisting with wildfire evacuations and response 
and more. 
 
This funding will ensure the OSU Statewides can maintain important progress on strategic issues important to 
Oregonians and that current programs can continue in every corner of the state. 
 
More information on how the OSU Statewides impact Oregon's communities can be found here: 
https://ourimpact.oregonstate.edu/ 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Jeff Heater 
3735 Three Mile Rd 
The Dalles, OR 97058 



 
 
Friday, March 12, 2021 
 
The Honorable Representative Daniel Bonham 
900 Court St. NE, H-483 
Salem, OR 97301 
 
Subject: Support the OSU Statewides 
 
Dear Representative Bonham: 
 
Please support funding the OSU Statewides - OSU Extension, Agricultural Experiment Stations, and Forest 
Research Labs - at $158.5 million for the 2021-23 biennium, which includes a 7.42% continued service level 
increase.  
 
These program areas are continually asked to do more with less. In the Second Special Session of 2020, the 
Statewides took a 2.5% cut. This occurred at a time where much of their programing was quickly pivoted to 
virtual settings. This past year, they have also addressed emerging issues related to public health messaging on 
COVID-19, PPE distributions to the farmworker community, assisting with wildfire evacuations and response 
and more. 
 
This funding will ensure the OSU Statewides can maintain important progress on strategic issues important to 
Oregonians and that current programs can continue in every corner of the state. 
 
More information on how the OSU Statewides impact Oregon's communities can be found here: 
https://ourimpact.oregonstate.edu/ 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Jeff Heater 
3735 Three Mile Rd 
The Dalles, OR 97058 



 
 
Friday, March 12, 2021 
 
The Honorable Senator Ginny Burdick 
900 Court St. NE, S-223 
Salem, OR 97301 
 
Subject: Support the OSU Statewides - Master Gardener Program 
 
Dear Senator Burdick: 
 
I am writing in support of the OSU Extension Master Gardener Program.  
 
I did my training in 2013 and have been an active volunteer in Multnomah County ever since. The program 
gave me not only the training to be a better gardener, it continues to give me opportunities to share my passion 
with people throughout Multnomah County.  
 
The service aspect of being a Master Gardener  is the most rewarding part of the program. I had planned to do 
my training, meet my volunteer commitment, get my badge, and then happily garden on my own, but the 
volunteer opportunities hooked me.  
 
I hope you will prioritize funding to the Master Gardener program. I believe we provide an important service 
during normal times. Given that we are now in the midst of a pandemic, when interest in gardening and the need 
for food security is at an all-time high, I believe our program has become even more important.  
 
Thank you, 
Susan Marcus 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Susan Marcus 
5510 SW Brugger St 
Portland, OR 97219 



 
 
Friday, March 12, 2021 
 
The Honorable Representative Dacia Grayber 
900 Court St. NE, H-492 
Salem, OR 97301 
 
Subject: Support the OSU Statewides - Master Gardener Program 
 
Dear Representative Grayber: 
 
I am writing in support of the OSU Extension Master Gardener Program.  
 
I did my training in 2013 and have been an active volunteer in Multnomah County ever since. The program 
gave me not only the training to be a better gardener, it continues to give me opportunities to share my passion 
with people throughout Multnomah County.  
 
The service aspect of being a Master Gardener  is the most rewarding part of the program. I had planned to do 
my training, meet my volunteer commitment, get my badge, and then happily garden on my own, but the 
volunteer opportunities hooked me.  
 
I hope you will prioritize funding to the Master Gardener program. I believe we provide an important service 
during normal times. Given that we are now in the midst of a pandemic, when interest in gardening and the need 
for food security is at an all-time high, I believe our program has become even more important.  
 
Thank you, 
Susan Marcus 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Susan Marcus 
5510 SW Brugger St 
Portland, OR 97219 



 
 
Saturday, March 13, 2021 
 
The Honorable Senator Kathleen Taylor 
900 Court St. NE, S-423 
Salem, OR 97301 
 
Subject: Support the OSU Statewides 
 
Dear Senator Taylor: 
 
Please support funding the OSU Statewides - OSU Extension, Agricultural Experiment Stations, and Forest 
Research Labs - at $158.5 million for the 2021-23 biennium, which includes a 7.42% continued service level 
increase.  
 
These program areas are continually asked to do more with less. In the Second Special Session of 2020, the 
Statewides took a 2.5% cut. This occurred at a time where much of their programing was quickly pivoted to 
virtual settings. This past year, they have also addressed emerging issues related to public health messaging on 
COVID-19, PPE distributions to the farmworker community, assisting with wildfire evacuations and response 
and more. 
 
This funding will ensure the OSU Statewides can maintain important progress on strategic issues important to 
Oregonians and that current programs can continue in every corner of the state. 
 
More information on how the OSU Statewides impact Oregon's communities can be found here: 
https://ourimpact.oregonstate.edu/ 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Rob Kappa 
12143 SE 38th Ave 
Portland, OR 97222 



 
 
Saturday, March 13, 2021 
 
The Honorable Representative Karin Power 
900 Court St. NE, H-274 
Salem, OR 97301 
 
Subject: Support the OSU Statewides 
 
Dear Representative Power: 
 
Please support funding the OSU Statewides - OSU Extension, Agricultural Experiment Stations, and Forest 
Research Labs - at $158.5 million for the 2021-23 biennium, which includes a 7.42% continued service level 
increase.  
 
These program areas are continually asked to do more with less. In the Second Special Session of 2020, the 
Statewides took a 2.5% cut. This occurred at a time where much of their programing was quickly pivoted to 
virtual settings. This past year, they have also addressed emerging issues related to public health messaging on 
COVID-19, PPE distributions to the farmworker community, assisting with wildfire evacuations and response 
and more. 
 
This funding will ensure the OSU Statewides can maintain important progress on strategic issues important to 
Oregonians and that current programs can continue in every corner of the state. 
 
More information on how the OSU Statewides impact Oregon's communities can be found here: 
https://ourimpact.oregonstate.edu/ 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Rob Kappa 
12143 SE 38th Ave 
Portland, OR 97222 



 
 
Saturday, March 13, 2021 
 
The Honorable Senator Bill Hansell 
900 Court St. NE, S-415 
Salem, OR 97301 
 
Subject: Support the OSU Statewides 
 
Dear Senator Hansell: 
 
Hello from Stanfield!  The sun is shining, the grass is greening up and my family is headed out today to help a 
local ranching family AI their heifers – because as my husband Clint would say “People need fed, cows need to 
be bred”.  Our lives are immersed in agriculture.  Clint and I both work in the industry, supporting farmers and 
ranchers and we’re raising our two young boys on a small acreage in hopes they will love ag as much as we do. 
Today I’m asking for your continued support of the OSU Statewides; but first I’d like to thank you for all that 
you do for agriculture, the backbone of Eastern Oregon.  I’m preaching to the choir here – you know how 
important agriculture is to our community, so I’ll get to the heart of the request. 
I’m personally asking you to support the $158.5 million funding request for The Statewides.   
This support continues valuable services to all Oregonians who rely on the Statewides.  If we learned anything 
in this past year (besides how much we can use the word “pivot”) it is the importance that food, fiber and shelter 
play in our everyday lives – and how quickly those can become unstable.  I have appreciated how Extension 
and the Statewides have adapted to the challenge 2020 and now 2021 have brought to local communities, and 
how they’ve adapted their services to the individual needs those communities displayed.  Mass PPE 
distribution was accomplished in rural areas, youth were engaged in virtual 4-H meetings, local farmers were 
engaged online and from the comfort of their tractors and here in Umatilla County the fair was reworked I think 
almost day due to changing standards and a commitment to have that experience here for our youth.  
That’s why I support this effort.  My 3 and 5 year old will soon be in 4-H, and we pray it will be as 
foundational of an experience as it was for my husband and I.  Family, our faith and the educational choices we 
make for our children are the cornerstones – but Clint and I believe in what the 4-H (and FFA) programs do for 
youth and what they’ve done for us.  Our prayer is that our children grow up to be contributing members of 
society, as we hope that we are and make Oregon a better place to live and work in. 
 
Please support funding the OSU Statewides - OSU Extension, Agricultural Experiment Stations, and Forest 
Research Labs - at $158.5 million for the 2021-23 biennium, which includes a 7.42% continued service level 
increase.  
 
These program areas are continually asked to do more with less. In the Second Special Session of 2020, the 
Statewides took a 2.5% cut. This occurred at a time where much of their programing was quickly pivoted to 
virtual settings.  
 
This funding will ensure the OSU Statewides can maintain important progress on strategic issues important to 
Oregonians and that current programs can continue in every corner of the state. 
 
More information on how the OSU Statewides impact Oregon's communities can be found here: 
https://ourimpact.oregonstate.edu/ 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Darcy Sexson 



77714 S Edwards Rd 
Stanfield, OR 97875 



 
 
Saturday, March 13, 2021 
 
The Honorable Representative Greg Smith 
900 Court St. NE, H-482 
Salem, OR 97301 
 
Subject: Support the OSU Statewides 
 
Dear Representative Smith: 
 
Hello from Stanfield!  The sun is shining, the grass is greening up and my family is headed out today to help a 
local ranching family AI their heifers – because as my husband Clint would say “People need fed, cows need to 
be bred”.  Our lives are immersed in agriculture.  Clint and I both work in the industry, supporting farmers and 
ranchers and we’re raising our two young boys on a small acreage in hopes they will love ag as much as we do. 
Today I’m asking for your continued support of the OSU Statewides; but first I’d like to thank you for all that 
you do for agriculture, the backbone of Eastern Oregon.  I’m preaching to the choir here – you know how 
important agriculture is to our community, so I’ll get to the heart of the request. 
I’m personally asking you to support the $158.5 million funding request for The Statewides.   
This support continues valuable services to all Oregonians who rely on the Statewides.  If we learned anything 
in this past year (besides how much we can use the word “pivot”) it is the importance that food, fiber and shelter 
play in our everyday lives – and how quickly those can become unstable.  I have appreciated how Extension 
and the Statewides have adapted to the challenge 2020 and now 2021 have brought to local communities, and 
how they’ve adapted their services to the individual needs those communities displayed.  Mass PPE 
distribution was accomplished in rural areas, youth were engaged in virtual 4-H meetings, local farmers were 
engaged online and from the comfort of their tractors and here in Umatilla County the fair was reworked I think 
almost day due to changing standards and a commitment to have that experience here for our youth.  
That’s why I support this effort.  My 3 and 5 year old will soon be in 4-H, and we pray it will be as 
foundational of an experience as it was for my husband and I.  Family, our faith and the educational choices we 
make for our children are the cornerstones – but Clint and I believe in what the 4-H (and FFA) programs do for 
youth and what they’ve done for us.  Our prayer is that our children grow up to be contributing members of 
society, as we hope that we are and make Oregon a better place to live and work in. 
 
Please support funding the OSU Statewides - OSU Extension, Agricultural Experiment Stations, and Forest 
Research Labs - at $158.5 million for the 2021-23 biennium, which includes a 7.42% continued service level 
increase.  
 
These program areas are continually asked to do more with less. In the Second Special Session of 2020, the 
Statewides took a 2.5% cut. This occurred at a time where much of their programing was quickly pivoted to 
virtual settings.  
 
This funding will ensure the OSU Statewides can maintain important progress on strategic issues important to 
Oregonians and that current programs can continue in every corner of the state. 
 
More information on how the OSU Statewides impact Oregon's communities can be found here: 
https://ourimpact.oregonstate.edu/ 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Darcy Sexson 



77714 S Edwards Rd 
Stanfield, OR 97875 



 
 
Saturday, March 13, 2021 
 
The Honorable Senator Bill Hansell 
900 Court St. NE, S-415 
Salem, OR 97301 
 
Subject: Support the OSU Statewides 
 
Dear Senator Hansell: 
 
Your support for extension programs is greatly needed to continue outreach to county residents and others who 
benefit from research, education, and technical assistance.  As a Master Gardener, Master Food Preserver, 
Oregon Bee Atlas apprentice and Master Honey Bee Keeper apprentice I experience first hand the training and 
outreach opportunities to residents in Umatilla county and more.  The benefits are significant for the residents 
of this state. 
 
Please support funding the OSU Statewides - OSU Extension, Agricultural Experiment Stations, and Forest 
Research Labs - at $158.5 million for the 2021-23 biennium, which includes a 7.42% continued service level 
increase.  
 
These program areas are continually asked to do more with less. In the Second Special Session of 2020, the 
Statewides took a 2.5% cut. This occurred at a time where much of their programing was quickly pivoted to 
virtual settings. This past year, they have also addressed emerging issues related to public health messaging on 
COVID-19, PPE distributions to the farmworker community, assisting with wildfire evacuations and response 
and more. 
 
This funding will ensure the OSU Statewides can maintain important progress on strategic issues important to 
Oregonians and that current programs can continue in every corner of the state. 
 
More information on how the OSU Statewides impact Oregon's communities can be found here: 
https://ourimpact.oregonstate.edu/ 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Andrea Mann 
71529 SW Lake Dr 
Pendleton, OR 97801 



 
 
Saturday, March 13, 2021 
 
The Honorable Representative Bobby Levy 
900 Court St. NE, H-376 
Salem, OR 97301 
 
Subject: Support the OSU Statewides 
 
Dear Representative Levy: 
 
Your support for extension programs is greatly needed to continue outreach to county residents and others who 
benefit from research, education, and technical assistance.  As a Master Gardener, Master Food Preserver, 
Oregon Bee Atlas apprentice and Master Honey Bee Keeper apprentice I experience first hand the training and 
outreach opportunities to residents in Umatilla county and more.  The benefits are significant for the residents 
of this state. 
 
Please support funding the OSU Statewides - OSU Extension, Agricultural Experiment Stations, and Forest 
Research Labs - at $158.5 million for the 2021-23 biennium, which includes a 7.42% continued service level 
increase.  
 
These program areas are continually asked to do more with less. In the Second Special Session of 2020, the 
Statewides took a 2.5% cut. This occurred at a time where much of their programing was quickly pivoted to 
virtual settings. This past year, they have also addressed emerging issues related to public health messaging on 
COVID-19, PPE distributions to the farmworker community, assisting with wildfire evacuations and response 
and more. 
 
This funding will ensure the OSU Statewides can maintain important progress on strategic issues important to 
Oregonians and that current programs can continue in every corner of the state. 
 
More information on how the OSU Statewides impact Oregon's communities can be found here: 
https://ourimpact.oregonstate.edu/ 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Andrea Mann 
71529 SW Lake Dr 
Pendleton, OR 97801 



 
 
Sunday, March 14, 2021 
 
The Honorable Senator Bill Hansell 
900 Court St. NE, S-415 
Salem, OR 97301 
 
Subject: Support the OSU Statewides 
 
Dear Senator Hansell: 
 
For the third year in a row, SNAP-Ed partnered with UMCHS and Yellowhawk WIC programs to secure 
funding from the Eastern Oregon Coordinated Care Organization Community Benefit Investment funds 
for the Fruits and Veggies for Families Program (FAVFF). In 2020, staff moved quickly to adjust program 
delivery and continued to provide a monthly distribution of 30-50 pounds of fruits and vegetables (F/V) 
paired with remote nutrition education to low income, high risk families. 
Umatilla Morrow SNAP-Ed staff were the first in the state to offer the Cooking Matters curriculum in a 
remote format and took a lead role in assisting SNAP-Ed staff throughout the state in doing the same. 
Food Hero Cooking show videos produced by the Umatilla Morrow unit have received thousands of 
views and continue to be utilized in remote nutrition education by partners and the public at large. 
SNAP-Ed secured Moore Family Center grant funds to purchase supplies for home-based food labs for 
students participating in comprehensive distance learning in the Hermiston School District. This project 
allows entire families to taste healthy foods and develop actionable skills to improve nutrition and 
health. 
In addition, as a result of a partnership with Blue Mountain Early Learning Hub, the SNAP-Ed Coordinator was 
asked to write a full-page article on nutrition for young children for the Eastern Oregon Parent monthly 
magazine. Estimated circulation is 16,000, additional copies are placed in public and private health clinics 
throughout Eastern Oregon. Please continue to support OSU sites statewide so these programs can continue 
providing nutrition education, food  and wellness to our vulnerable communities. 
 
Please support funding the OSU Statewides - OSU Extension, Agricultural Experiment Stations, and Forest 
Research Labs - at $158.5 million for the 2021-23 biennium, which includes a 7.42% continued service level 
increase.  
 
These program areas are continually asked to do more with less. In the Second Special Session of 2020, the 
Statewides took a 2.5% cut. This occurred at a time where much of their programing was quickly pivoted to 
virtual settings. This past year, they have also addressed emerging issues related to public health messaging on 
COVID-19, PPE distributions to the farmworker community, assisting with wildfire evacuations and response 
and more. 
 
This funding will ensure the OSU Statewides can maintain important progress on strategic issues important to 
Oregonians and that current programs can continue in every corner of the state. 
 
More information on how the OSU Statewides impact Oregon's communities can be found here: 
https://ourimpact.oregonstate.edu/ 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Maria-Ximena Williams 
700 NW Johns Pl 



Pendleton, OR 97801 



 
 
Sunday, March 14, 2021 
 
The Honorable Representative Bobby Levy 
900 Court St. NE, H-376 
Salem, OR 97301 
 
Subject: Support the OSU Statewides 
 
Dear Representative Levy: 
 
For the third year in a row, SNAP-Ed partnered with UMCHS and Yellowhawk WIC programs to secure 
funding from the Eastern Oregon Coordinated Care Organization Community Benefit Investment funds 
for the Fruits and Veggies for Families Program (FAVFF). In 2020, staff moved quickly to adjust program 
delivery and continued to provide a monthly distribution of 30-50 pounds of fruits and vegetables (F/V) 
paired with remote nutrition education to low income, high risk families. 
Umatilla Morrow SNAP-Ed staff were the first in the state to offer the Cooking Matters curriculum in a 
remote format and took a lead role in assisting SNAP-Ed staff throughout the state in doing the same. 
Food Hero Cooking show videos produced by the Umatilla Morrow unit have received thousands of 
views and continue to be utilized in remote nutrition education by partners and the public at large. 
SNAP-Ed secured Moore Family Center grant funds to purchase supplies for home-based food labs for 
students participating in comprehensive distance learning in the Hermiston School District. This project 
allows entire families to taste healthy foods and develop actionable skills to improve nutrition and 
health. 
In addition, as a result of a partnership with Blue Mountain Early Learning Hub, the SNAP-Ed Coordinator was 
asked to write a full-page article on nutrition for young children for the Eastern Oregon Parent monthly 
magazine. Estimated circulation is 16,000, additional copies are placed in public and private health clinics 
throughout Eastern Oregon. Please continue to support OSU sites statewide so these programs can continue 
providing nutrition education, food  and wellness to our vulnerable communities. 
 
Please support funding the OSU Statewides - OSU Extension, Agricultural Experiment Stations, and Forest 
Research Labs - at $158.5 million for the 2021-23 biennium, which includes a 7.42% continued service level 
increase.  
 
These program areas are continually asked to do more with less. In the Second Special Session of 2020, the 
Statewides took a 2.5% cut. This occurred at a time where much of their programing was quickly pivoted to 
virtual settings. This past year, they have also addressed emerging issues related to public health messaging on 
COVID-19, PPE distributions to the farmworker community, assisting with wildfire evacuations and response 
and more. 
 
This funding will ensure the OSU Statewides can maintain important progress on strategic issues important to 
Oregonians and that current programs can continue in every corner of the state. 
 
More information on how the OSU Statewides impact Oregon's communities can be found here: 
https://ourimpact.oregonstate.edu/ 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Maria-Ximena Williams 
700 NW Johns Pl 



Pendleton, OR 97801 



 
 
Monday, March 15, 2021 
 
The Honorable Senator Jeff Golden 
900 Court St. NE, S-421 
Salem, OR 97301 
 
Subject: Support the OSU Statewides 
 
Dear Senator Golden: 
 
I am writing you in support of Oregon State University Statewide Public Service Programs.  Specifically, I am 
hopeful that you can support the $ 158.5 2021-23 Base funding request.   
 
As you know, Southern Oregon Research and Extension is a critical part of the southern Oregon economy.  
Whether it is stepping up to help families with public health issues after the recent fires, helping grow our pear 
orchards and vinyards, or supporting the emerging hemp industry, Extension is supporting the people of the 
Rogue Valley. 
 
One Extension program that has made a difference for Barbara and me is the Land Steward program.  That’s 
where I was first introduced to how to create a firewise defensible landscape around out rural home.  We 
actually had highly flammable juniper bushes right up against our house.  They were the first thing to go.  I 
don’t know if our home would have survived the Almeda fire if they had not been removed as we were 
downwind from many sparks. 
 
Of course there were many other learnings in the Land Steward, Master Gardener and Master Naturalist 
programs that I completed through OSU.  I learned how to use fewer harmful herbicides and pesticides, how to 
encourage pollinator gardens, and how to build up my soil.  These programs have made a big positive 
difference to both rural and urban dwellers in the Rogue Valley. Your support for OSU Statewide Public 
Service funding can ensure that these programs continue. 
 
 
Thanks for your consideration for OSU Extension and for your leadership on so many important issues. 
 
Best Regards, 
 
Kevin 
 
Kevin Talbert 
1291 No Valley View Rd., 
Ashland, Oregon 97520 
541 944-6374 
 
Please support funding the OSU Statewides - OSU Extension, Agricultural Experiment Stations, and Forest 
Research Labs - at $158.5 million for the 2021-23 biennium, which includes a 7.42% continued service level 
increase.  
 
These program areas are continually asked to do more with less. In the Second Special Session of 2020, the 
Statewides took a 2.5% cut. This occurred at a time where much of their programing was quickly pivoted to 
virtual settings. This past year, they have also addressed emerging issues related to public health messaging on 
COVID-19, PPE distributions to the farmworker community, assisting with wildfire evacuations and response 



and more. 
 
This funding will ensure the OSU Statewides can maintain important progress on strategic issues important to 
Oregonians and that current programs can continue in every corner of the state. 
 
More information on how the OSU Statewides impact Oregon's communities can be found here: 
https://ourimpact.oregonstate.edu/ 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Kevin Talbert 
1291 N Valley View Rd 
Ashland, OR 97520 



 
 
Monday, March 15, 2021 
 
The Honorable Representative Pam Marsh 
900 Court St. NE, H-375 
Salem, OR 97301 
 
Subject: Support the OSU Statewides 
 
Dear Representative Marsh: 
 
I am writing you in support of Oregon State University Statewide Public Service Programs.  Specifically, I am 
hopeful that you can support the $ 158.5 2021-23 Base funding request.   
 
As you know, Southern Oregon Research and Extension is a critical part of the southern Oregon economy.  
Whether it is stepping up to help families with public health issues after the recent fires, helping grow our pear 
orchards and vinyards, or supporting the emerging hemp industry, Extension is supporting the people of the 
Rogue Valley. 
 
One Extension program that has made a difference for Barbara and me is the Land Steward program.  That’s 
where I was first introduced to how to create a firewise defensible landscape around out rural home.  We 
actually had highly flammable juniper bushes right up against our house.  They were the first thing to go.  I 
don’t know if our home would have survived the Almeda fire if they had not been removed as we were 
downwind from many sparks. 
 
Of course there were many other learnings in the Land Steward, Master Gardener and Master Naturalist 
programs that I completed through OSU.  I learned how to use fewer harmful herbicides and pesticides, how to 
encourage pollinator gardens, and how to build up my soil.  These programs have made a big positive 
difference to both rural and urban dwellers in the Rogue Valley. Your support for OSU Statewide Public 
Service funding can ensure that these programs continue. 
 
 
Thanks for your consideration for OSU Extension and for your leadership on so many important issues. 
 
Best Regards, 
 
Kevin 
 
Kevin Talbert 
1291 No Valley View Rd., 
Ashland, Oregon 97520 
541 944-6374 
 
Please support funding the OSU Statewides - OSU Extension, Agricultural Experiment Stations, and Forest 
Research Labs - at $158.5 million for the 2021-23 biennium, which includes a 7.42% continued service level 
increase.  
 
These program areas are continually asked to do more with less. In the Second Special Session of 2020, the 
Statewides took a 2.5% cut. This occurred at a time where much of their programing was quickly pivoted to 
virtual settings. This past year, they have also addressed emerging issues related to public health messaging on 
COVID-19, PPE distributions to the farmworker community, assisting with wildfire evacuations and response 



and more. 
 
This funding will ensure the OSU Statewides can maintain important progress on strategic issues important to 
Oregonians and that current programs can continue in every corner of the state. 
 
More information on how the OSU Statewides impact Oregon's communities can be found here: 
https://ourimpact.oregonstate.edu/ 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Kevin Talbert 
1291 N Valley View Rd 
Ashland, OR 97520 



 
 
Wednesday, March 17, 2021 
 
The Honorable Senator Bill Hansell 
900 Court St. NE, S-415 
Salem, OR 97301 
 
Subject: Support the OSU Statewides 
 
Dear Senator Hansell: 
 
My family owns forest land in Morrow county. As private landowners it’s crucial to us to keep the land and 
forest healthy. 
That’s why we rely on OSU extension for advice and guidance.  
Even through this Covid pandemic family members, living in various locations throughout the state, have been 
able to learn about best forestry practices through weekly online classes organized by 
john.punches@oregonstate.edu. 
At this time, when Oregon forests are experiencing severe threat from wildfire, our dependence on OSU 
extension is even greater. We depend on them to help us manage the land and forest to keep it healthy and 
productive. 
Please support the funding increase request for OSU Extension and the Statewide Services. My family, and 
many others in Eastern Oregon, depend on them. 
Thanks, 
Tom Jackson 
Pendleton 
 
Please support funding the OSU Statewides - OSU Extension, Agricultural Experiment Stations, and Forest 
Research Labs - at $158.5 million for the 2021-23 biennium, which includes a 7.42% continued service level 
increase.  
 
These program areas are continually asked to do more with less. In the Second Special Session of 2020, the 
Statewides took a 2.5% cut. This occurred at a time where much of their programing was quickly pivoted to 
virtual settings. This past year, they have also addressed emerging issues related to public health messaging on 
COVID-19, PPE distributions to the farmworker community, assisting with wildfire evacuations and response 
and more. 
 
This funding will ensure the OSU Statewides can maintain important progress on strategic issues important to 
Oregonians and that current programs can continue in every corner of the state. 
 
More information on how the OSU Statewides impact Oregon's communities can be found here: 
https://ourimpact.oregonstate.edu/ 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Tom Jackson 
315 N Main St 
Pendleton, OR 97801 



 
 
Wednesday, March 17, 2021 
 
The Honorable Representative Bobby Levy 
900 Court St. NE, H-376 
Salem, OR 97301 
 
Subject: Support the OSU Statewides 
 
Dear Representative Levy: 
 
My family owns forest land in Morrow county. As private landowners it’s crucial to us to keep the land and 
forest healthy. 
That’s why we rely on OSU extension for advice and guidance.  
Even through this Covid pandemic family members, living in various locations throughout the state, have been 
able to learn about best forestry practices through weekly online classes organized by 
john.punches@oregonstate.edu. 
At this time, when Oregon forests are experiencing severe threat from wildfire, our dependence on OSU 
extension is even greater. We depend on them to help us manage the land and forest to keep it healthy and 
productive. 
Please support the funding increase request for OSU Extension and the Statewide Services. My family, and 
many others in Eastern Oregon, depend on them. 
Thanks, 
Tom Jackson 
Pendleton 
 
Please support funding the OSU Statewides - OSU Extension, Agricultural Experiment Stations, and Forest 
Research Labs - at $158.5 million for the 2021-23 biennium, which includes a 7.42% continued service level 
increase.  
 
These program areas are continually asked to do more with less. In the Second Special Session of 2020, the 
Statewides took a 2.5% cut. This occurred at a time where much of their programing was quickly pivoted to 
virtual settings. This past year, they have also addressed emerging issues related to public health messaging on 
COVID-19, PPE distributions to the farmworker community, assisting with wildfire evacuations and response 
and more. 
 
This funding will ensure the OSU Statewides can maintain important progress on strategic issues important to 
Oregonians and that current programs can continue in every corner of the state. 
 
More information on how the OSU Statewides impact Oregon's communities can be found here: 
https://ourimpact.oregonstate.edu/ 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Tom Jackson 
315 N Main St 
Pendleton, OR 97801 



 
 
Wednesday, March 17, 2021 
 
The Honorable Senator Ginny Burdick 
900 Court St. NE, S-223 
Salem, OR 97301 
 
Subject: Support the OSU Statewides 
 
Dear Senator Burdick: 
 
Hello:  I am a property owner in with a home in Tigard, Oregon and  forest/pasture land in the Meacham, 
Oregon area. I have interacted with numerous divisions of the extension services. These include Ag 
experimental stations, Forestry research and the Extension Service itself. Over the years I have seen the 
Extension Service struggle through cutbacks. One of the results, helped by climate change, is an increase of 
wildfires. What is needed is more educational outreach and more hands on service by extension personnel. 
Cutting back funding is not the answer, increasing funding is.  
Our forests and agriculture are too important to Oregon to not address their needs. 
 
Please support funding the OSU Statewides - OSU Extension, Agricultural Experiment Stations, and Forest 
Research Labs - at $158.5 million for the 2021-23 biennium, which includes a 7.42% continued service level 
increase.  
 
These program areas are continually asked to do more with less. In the Second Special Session of 2020, the 
Statewides took a 2.5% cut. This occurred at a time where much of their programing was quickly pivoted to 
virtual settings. This past year, they have also addressed emerging issues related to public health messaging on 
COVID-19, PPE distributions to the farmworker community, assisting with wildfire evacuations and response 
and more. 
 
This funding will ensure the OSU Statewides can maintain important progress on strategic issues important to 
Oregonians and that current programs can continue in every corner of the state. 
 
More information on how the OSU Statewides impact Oregon's communities can be found here: 
https://ourimpact.oregonstate.edu/ 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
William Hettick 
6707 SW Pine St 
Portland, OR 97223 



 
 
Wednesday, March 17, 2021 
 
The Honorable Representative Dacia Grayber 
900 Court St. NE, H-492 
Salem, OR 97301 
 
Subject: Support the OSU Statewides 
 
Dear Representative Grayber: 
 
Hello:  I am a property owner in with a home in Tigard, Oregon and  forest/pasture land in the Meacham, 
Oregon area. I have interacted with numerous divisions of the extension services. These include Ag 
experimental stations, Forestry research and the Extension Service itself. Over the years I have seen the 
Extension Service struggle through cutbacks. One of the results, helped by climate change, is an increase of 
wildfires. What is needed is more educational outreach and more hands on service by extension personnel. 
Cutting back funding is not the answer, increasing funding is.  
Our forests and agriculture are too important to Oregon to not address their needs. 
 
Please support funding the OSU Statewides - OSU Extension, Agricultural Experiment Stations, and Forest 
Research Labs - at $158.5 million for the 2021-23 biennium, which includes a 7.42% continued service level 
increase.  
 
These program areas are continually asked to do more with less. In the Second Special Session of 2020, the 
Statewides took a 2.5% cut. This occurred at a time where much of their programing was quickly pivoted to 
virtual settings. This past year, they have also addressed emerging issues related to public health messaging on 
COVID-19, PPE distributions to the farmworker community, assisting with wildfire evacuations and response 
and more. 
 
This funding will ensure the OSU Statewides can maintain important progress on strategic issues important to 
Oregonians and that current programs can continue in every corner of the state. 
 
More information on how the OSU Statewides impact Oregon's communities can be found here: 
https://ourimpact.oregonstate.edu/ 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
William Hettick 
6707 SW Pine St 
Portland, OR 97223 



 
 
Thursday, March 18, 2021 
 
The Honorable Senator Lynn Findley 
900 Court St. NE, S-403 
Salem, OR 97301 
 
Subject: Support the OSU Statewides 
 
Dear Senator Findley: 
 
John Punches and his associates at OSU have spent many hours  beyond their paid time to work with state 
forest owners and interested people to help them improve quality and productivity of Oregon’s forests. As a 
forest owner as well as a registered engineer in Oregon, I highly appreciate their dedication to helping the 
public and hope the State can find the money’s they request to continue their public services.  Thank you for 
your support. 
 
Please support funding the OSU Statewides - OSU Extension, Agricultural Experiment Stations, and Forest 
Research Labs - at $158.5 million for the 2021-23 biennium, which includes a 7.42% continued service level 
increase.  
 
These program areas are continually asked to do more with less. In the Second Special Session of 2020, the 
Statewides took a 2.5% cut. This occurred at a time where much of their programing was quickly pivoted to 
virtual settings. This past year, they have also addressed emerging issues related to public health messaging on 
COVID-19, PPE distributions to the farmworker community, assisting with wildfire evacuations and response 
and more. 
 
This funding will ensure the OSU Statewides can maintain important progress on strategic issues important to 
Oregonians and that current programs can continue in every corner of the state. 
 
More information on how the OSU Statewides impact Oregon's communities can be found here: 
https://ourimpact.oregonstate.edu/ 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Pat Whelan 
PO Box 94 
Prairie City, OR 97869 



 
 
Thursday, March 18, 2021 
 
The Honorable Representative Mark Owens 
900 Court St. NE, H-475 
Salem, OR 97301 
 
Subject: Support the OSU Statewides 
 
Dear Representative Owens: 
 
John Punches and his associates at OSU have spent many hours  beyond their paid time to work with state 
forest owners and interested people to help them improve quality and productivity of Oregon’s forests. As a 
forest owner as well as a registered engineer in Oregon, I highly appreciate their dedication to helping the 
public and hope the State can find the money’s they request to continue their public services.  Thank you for 
your support. 
 
Please support funding the OSU Statewides - OSU Extension, Agricultural Experiment Stations, and Forest 
Research Labs - at $158.5 million for the 2021-23 biennium, which includes a 7.42% continued service level 
increase.  
 
These program areas are continually asked to do more with less. In the Second Special Session of 2020, the 
Statewides took a 2.5% cut. This occurred at a time where much of their programing was quickly pivoted to 
virtual settings. This past year, they have also addressed emerging issues related to public health messaging on 
COVID-19, PPE distributions to the farmworker community, assisting with wildfire evacuations and response 
and more. 
 
This funding will ensure the OSU Statewides can maintain important progress on strategic issues important to 
Oregonians and that current programs can continue in every corner of the state. 
 
More information on how the OSU Statewides impact Oregon's communities can be found here: 
https://ourimpact.oregonstate.edu/ 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Pat Whelan 
PO Box 94 
Prairie City, OR 97869 



 
 
Thursday, March 18, 2021 
 
The Honorable Senator Bill Hansell 
900 Court St. NE, S-415 
Salem, OR 97301 
 
Subject: Support the OSU Statewides 
 
Dear Senator Hansell: 
 
the OSU Statewides are important programs that disseminate information to the public and help to maintain and 
update data.   
I support the funding of the Statewides. 
 
Please support funding the OSU Statewides - OSU Extension, Agricultural Experiment Stations, and Forest 
Research Labs - at $158.5 million for the 2021-23 biennium, which includes a 7.42% continued service level 
increase.  
 
These program areas are continually asked to do more with less. In the Second Special Session of 2020, the 
Statewides took a 2.5% cut. This occurred at a time where much of their programing was quickly pivoted to 
virtual settings. This past year, they have also addressed emerging issues related to public health messaging on 
COVID-19, PPE distributions to the farmworker community, assisting with wildfire evacuations and response 
and more. 
 
This funding will ensure the OSU Statewides can maintain important progress on strategic issues important to 
Oregonians and that current programs can continue in every corner of the state. 
 
More information on how the OSU Statewides impact Oregon's communities can be found here: 
https://ourimpact.oregonstate.edu/ 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Bob Clements 
708 H Ave 
La Grande, OR 97850 



 
 
Thursday, March 18, 2021 
 
The Honorable Representative Bobby Levy 
900 Court St. NE, H-376 
Salem, OR 97301 
 
Subject: Support the OSU Statewides 
 
Dear Representative Levy: 
 
the OSU Statewides are important programs that disseminate information to the public and help to maintain and 
update data.   
I support the funding of the Statewides. 
 
Please support funding the OSU Statewides - OSU Extension, Agricultural Experiment Stations, and Forest 
Research Labs - at $158.5 million for the 2021-23 biennium, which includes a 7.42% continued service level 
increase.  
 
These program areas are continually asked to do more with less. In the Second Special Session of 2020, the 
Statewides took a 2.5% cut. This occurred at a time where much of their programing was quickly pivoted to 
virtual settings. This past year, they have also addressed emerging issues related to public health messaging on 
COVID-19, PPE distributions to the farmworker community, assisting with wildfire evacuations and response 
and more. 
 
This funding will ensure the OSU Statewides can maintain important progress on strategic issues important to 
Oregonians and that current programs can continue in every corner of the state. 
 
More information on how the OSU Statewides impact Oregon's communities can be found here: 
https://ourimpact.oregonstate.edu/ 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Bob Clements 
708 H Ave 
La Grande, OR 97850 



 
 
Thursday, March 18, 2021 
 
The Honorable Senator Dick Anderson 
900 Court St. NE, S-303 
Salem, OR 97301 
 
Subject: Support the OSU Statewides 
 
Dear Senator Anderson: 
 
The OSU extension service has helped a lot in this past year making it possible for me to get the continuing 
education credits I need for work. 
 
Please support funding the OSU Statewides - OSU Extension, Agricultural Experiment Stations, and Forest 
Research Labs - at $158.5 million for the 2021-23 biennium, which includes a 7.42% continued service level 
increase.  
 
These program areas are continually asked to do more with less. In the Second Special Session of 2020, the 
Statewides took a 2.5% cut. This occurred at a time where much of their programing was quickly pivoted to 
virtual settings. This past year, they have also addressed emerging issues related to public health messaging on 
COVID-19, PPE distributions to the farmworker community, assisting with wildfire evacuations and response 
and more. 
 
This funding will ensure the OSU Statewides can maintain important progress on strategic issues important to 
Oregonians and that current programs can continue in every corner of the state. 
 
More information on how the OSU Statewides impact Oregon's communities can be found here: 
https://ourimpact.oregonstate.edu/ 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Shannon Roach 
100 NE Harney St 
Newport, OR 97365 



 
 
Thursday, March 18, 2021 
 
The Honorable Representative David Gomberg 
900 Court St. NE, H-471 
Salem, OR 97301 
 
Subject: Support the OSU Statewides 
 
Dear Representative Gomberg: 
 
The OSU extension service has helped a lot in this past year making it possible for me to get the continuing 
education credits I need for work. 
 
Please support funding the OSU Statewides - OSU Extension, Agricultural Experiment Stations, and Forest 
Research Labs - at $158.5 million for the 2021-23 biennium, which includes a 7.42% continued service level 
increase.  
 
These program areas are continually asked to do more with less. In the Second Special Session of 2020, the 
Statewides took a 2.5% cut. This occurred at a time where much of their programing was quickly pivoted to 
virtual settings. This past year, they have also addressed emerging issues related to public health messaging on 
COVID-19, PPE distributions to the farmworker community, assisting with wildfire evacuations and response 
and more. 
 
This funding will ensure the OSU Statewides can maintain important progress on strategic issues important to 
Oregonians and that current programs can continue in every corner of the state. 
 
More information on how the OSU Statewides impact Oregon's communities can be found here: 
https://ourimpact.oregonstate.edu/ 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Shannon Roach 
100 NE Harney St 
Newport, OR 97365 



 
 
Thursday, March 18, 2021 
 
The Honorable Senator Bill Hansell 
900 Court St. NE, S-415 
Salem, OR 97301 
 
Subject: Support the OSU Statewides 
 
Dear Senator Hansell: 
 
State of Oregon Legislators and Administrators 
 
Paul Harlan 
64080 Spring Creek Road 
Enterprise, OR  97828 
Re: OSU Extension Funding 
March 18 2021 
 
Dear Madam/Sir 
I am writing to express my concern for the current funding proposed for Extension and to provide some 
background on why I feel it is important now, more than ever, for the State of Oregon and its citizens. 
Before retiring I was VP of Resources for Collins Pine Co headquartered in Oregon with operations in 
Lakeview, Klamath Falls, California, Pennsylvania with corporate headquarters in Wilsonville.  On numerous 
occasions in my career I called upon OSU Extension to assist for example the specific chemical analysis of bark 
and sawdust waste piles for their potential use for soil amendments.  The quick and knowledgeable Extension 
staff was able to connect us up with the appropriate testing laboratories and we received back very informative 
information on the chemical makeup of the parent material and potential agricultural uses locally as a soil 
amendment.  This was a real-life example of Extension being involved in their communities and providing 
useful and scientific knowledge to solve and improve a need. 
Since retirement last winter I personally now own and operate a small woodlands tree farm here in Enterprise.  
In my professional career I managed and was responsible for the care of 310,000 acres of timberlands including 
190,000 acres on the east side of the Cascades.  With our personal tree farm I wanted to get site specific 
information on the local forest ecology and in-depth scientific information on the interactions of the species.  
OSU Extension put on their Forests of the Eastside on line webinar which I participated in that provided 
tremendous in-depth information to landowners in an easy and very well-presented format for the lay person as 
well as the professional to learn from.  Other participants on the webinar were not only land owners but 
conservationists and environmentalists that took the time to hear informed scientific information on east side 
forests and not just what they had heard or thought.  This back ground will be invaluable for the education of 
those interested in forestry and forest related subjects as Oregon deals with the issues of forest health, 
community health and safety and wildfires.  This webinar was the right thing at precisely the right time. 
It is services such as this that is invaluable to the people and communities of Oregon through the Extension 
services.  This dissemination of scientific information is important to the future of the management of 
agricultural and forestry related entities in the state.  And invaluable as well to those that may not live here but 
benefit from these resources being managed for the long term. 
 
Now is not the time to be considering budget cuts to Extension services in Oregon.  It has proven to be and will 
continue to be a valued asset for all of Oregon.  I personally want to encourage your support for Extension 
services in Oregon. 
 
Respectfully, 



  
Paul M. Harlan 
Boulder Slope Tree Farm 
OSU FE (1984) 
 
Paul Harlan 
PO Box 350 
Enterprise, OR  97828 
paulmharlan@gmail.com 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Paul Harlan 
64080 Spring Creek Rd 
Enterprise, OR 97828 



 
 
Thursday, March 18, 2021 
 
The Honorable Representative Bobby Levy 
900 Court St. NE, H-376 
Salem, OR 97301 
 
Subject: Support the OSU Statewides 
 
Dear Representative Levy: 
 
State of Oregon Legislators and Administrators 
 
Paul Harlan 
64080 Spring Creek Road 
Enterprise, OR  97828 
Re: OSU Extension Funding 
March 18 2021 
 
Dear Madam/Sir 
I am writing to express my concern for the current funding proposed for Extension and to provide some 
background on why I feel it is important now, more than ever, for the State of Oregon and its citizens. 
Before retiring I was VP of Resources for Collins Pine Co headquartered in Oregon with operations in 
Lakeview, Klamath Falls, California, Pennsylvania with corporate headquarters in Wilsonville.  On numerous 
occasions in my career I called upon OSU Extension to assist for example the specific chemical analysis of bark 
and sawdust waste piles for their potential use for soil amendments.  The quick and knowledgeable Extension 
staff was able to connect us up with the appropriate testing laboratories and we received back very informative 
information on the chemical makeup of the parent material and potential agricultural uses locally as a soil 
amendment.  This was a real-life example of Extension being involved in their communities and providing 
useful and scientific knowledge to solve and improve a need. 
Since retirement last winter I personally now own and operate a small woodlands tree farm here in Enterprise.  
In my professional career I managed and was responsible for the care of 310,000 acres of timberlands including 
190,000 acres on the east side of the Cascades.  With our personal tree farm I wanted to get site specific 
information on the local forest ecology and in-depth scientific information on the interactions of the species.  
OSU Extension put on their Forests of the Eastside on line webinar which I participated in that provided 
tremendous in-depth information to landowners in an easy and very well-presented format for the lay person as 
well as the professional to learn from.  Other participants on the webinar were not only land owners but 
conservationists and environmentalists that took the time to hear informed scientific information on east side 
forests and not just what they had heard or thought.  This back ground will be invaluable for the education of 
those interested in forestry and forest related subjects as Oregon deals with the issues of forest health, 
community health and safety and wildfires.  This webinar was the right thing at precisely the right time. 
It is services such as this that is invaluable to the people and communities of Oregon through the Extension 
services.  This dissemination of scientific information is important to the future of the management of 
agricultural and forestry related entities in the state.  And invaluable as well to those that may not live here but 
benefit from these resources being managed for the long term. 
 
Now is not the time to be considering budget cuts to Extension services in Oregon.  It has proven to be and will 
continue to be a valued asset for all of Oregon.  I personally want to encourage your support for Extension 
services in Oregon. 
 
Respectfully, 



  
Paul M. Harlan 
Boulder Slope Tree Farm 
OSU FE (1984) 
 
Paul Harlan 
PO Box 350 
Enterprise, OR  97828 
paulmharlan@gmail.com 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Paul Harlan 
64080 Spring Creek Rd 
Enterprise, OR 97828 



 
 
Thursday, March 18, 2021 
 
The Honorable Senator Bill Hansell 
900 Court St. NE, S-415 
Salem, OR 97301 
 
Subject: Support the OSU Statewides 
 
Dear Senator Hansell: 
 
To: State Legislature 
From: Robert D Winn – Louise Jaussaud Oregon Trust 
RE: Funding for OSU Extension Service – 2021 fiscal year 
 
First, by way of explanation let me tell you who I am, and why we have an interest in this funding issue for 
OSU extension services. I am a 3rd generation owner/trustee of the trust listed above. We own 6,200 acres of 
timber/grazing land in Wallowa County on the Promise Road between Wallowa and Troy. It was purchased by 
my grandfather in 1956. When he and my grandmother passed, my parents ran it from 1986 till 2011 when my 
father passed away. My mother is now 98, and I have been running it since 2011, 4,200 acres of timber and 
2000 of pasture. We harvest the timber, and lease the pasture for grazing of cattle in the summer. 
When my grandparents passed away, my parents had never been involved in the ranch (my Dad was a career 
Marine officer/ 27 yrs.) and had a 2nd career as the airport manager in Walla Walla, Wa. They immediately 
began to attend classes all over the state conducted by OSU extensions services to learn the ins and outs of 
running this business in a prudent, productive, and responsible manner for long term sustained productivity. 
Paul Oester, the extensions agent out of La Grande, Ore. became their consultant and go-to person along with 
the Oregon State forestry office in Wallowa. By the late 1990’s, they had been awarded Oregon Tree farmer of 
the year, and were honored in Salem, Oregon at a large gathering hosted by the then Governor. 
In 1995, we set up a Winn Family Trust so that I would eventually be able to manage the ranch when they no 
longer became capable due to age or passing. I immediately immersed myself in classes, field trips, and day 
long seminars conducted all over Eastern, Oregon by the OSU extensions services, to gain the knowledge they 
had acquired by the same process. I have been the sole manager of this property since my fathers passing in 
2011. Throughout this last “Pandemic year” I have been taking Thursday night seminar Zoom classes conducted 
by the OSU extension services throughout the state, led by John Punches, our extension agent in La Grande. 
Any shortfall in funding, or a reduction of the marginal increase in funding for the upcoming fiscal year, would 
impact landowners like myself and others with smaller properties or much larger operations. These extensions 
agents are our primary source of education, and consultation when problems arise like fire management, insect 
infestations, draught conditions, property tree species management, proper harvest and regeneration techniques, 
and more. 
Take it from a responsible and conscientious land owner – OSU extension services are invaluable to me and my 
family. We are currently in the process of setting up a program to pass this land to my 2 daughters and 
sons-in-law, and a grandson who is currently enrolled in Forestry and the University of Georgia. That would be 
5 generations. 
Please take this letter into consideration in your legislative deliberations of the budget of OSU Extension 
Services. 
 
Robert D. Winn 
 
Please support funding the OSU Statewides - OSU Extension, Agricultural Experiment Stations, and Forest 
Research Labs - at $158.5 million for the 2021-23 biennium, which includes a 7.42% continued service level 
increase.  



 
These program areas are continually asked to do more with less. In the Second Special Session of 2020, the 
Statewides took a 2.5% cut. This occurred at a time where much of their programing was quickly pivoted to 
virtual settings. This past year, they have also addressed emerging issues related to public health messaging on 
COVID-19, PPE distributions to the farmworker community, assisting with wildfire evacuations and response 
and more. 
 
This funding will ensure the OSU Statewides can maintain important progress on strategic issues important to 
Oregonians and that current programs can continue in every corner of the state. 
 
More information on how the OSU Statewides impact Oregon's communities can be found here: 
https://ourimpact.oregonstate.edu/ 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Robert Winn 
802 W Highway 82 
Wallowa, OR 97885 



 
 
Thursday, March 18, 2021 
 
The Honorable Representative Bobby Levy 
900 Court St. NE, H-376 
Salem, OR 97301 
 
Subject: Support the OSU Statewides 
 
Dear Representative Levy: 
 
To: State Legislature 
From: Robert D Winn – Louise Jaussaud Oregon Trust 
RE: Funding for OSU Extension Service – 2021 fiscal year 
 
First, by way of explanation let me tell you who I am, and why we have an interest in this funding issue for 
OSU extension services. I am a 3rd generation owner/trustee of the trust listed above. We own 6,200 acres of 
timber/grazing land in Wallowa County on the Promise Road between Wallowa and Troy. It was purchased by 
my grandfather in 1956. When he and my grandmother passed, my parents ran it from 1986 till 2011 when my 
father passed away. My mother is now 98, and I have been running it since 2011, 4,200 acres of timber and 
2000 of pasture. We harvest the timber, and lease the pasture for grazing of cattle in the summer. 
When my grandparents passed away, my parents had never been involved in the ranch (my Dad was a career 
Marine officer/ 27 yrs.) and had a 2nd career as the airport manager in Walla Walla, Wa. They immediately 
began to attend classes all over the state conducted by OSU extensions services to learn the ins and outs of 
running this business in a prudent, productive, and responsible manner for long term sustained productivity. 
Paul Oester, the extensions agent out of La Grande, Ore. became their consultant and go-to person along with 
the Oregon State forestry office in Wallowa. By the late 1990’s, they had been awarded Oregon Tree farmer of 
the year, and were honored in Salem, Oregon at a large gathering hosted by the then Governor. 
In 1995, we set up a Winn Family Trust so that I would eventually be able to manage the ranch when they no 
longer became capable due to age or passing. I immediately immersed myself in classes, field trips, and day 
long seminars conducted all over Eastern, Oregon by the OSU extensions services, to gain the knowledge they 
had acquired by the same process. I have been the sole manager of this property since my fathers passing in 
2011. Throughout this last “Pandemic year” I have been taking Thursday night seminar Zoom classes conducted 
by the OSU extension services throughout the state, led by John Punches, our extension agent in La Grande. 
Any shortfall in funding, or a reduction of the marginal increase in funding for the upcoming fiscal year, would 
impact landowners like myself and others with smaller properties or much larger operations. These extensions 
agents are our primary source of education, and consultation when problems arise like fire management, insect 
infestations, draught conditions, property tree species management, proper harvest and regeneration techniques, 
and more. 
Take it from a responsible and conscientious land owner – OSU extension services are invaluable to me and my 
family. We are currently in the process of setting up a program to pass this land to my 2 daughters and 
sons-in-law, and a grandson who is currently enrolled in Forestry and the University of Georgia. That would be 
5 generations. 
Please take this letter into consideration in your legislative deliberations of the budget of OSU Extension 
Services. 
 
Robert D. Winn 
 
Please support funding the OSU Statewides - OSU Extension, Agricultural Experiment Stations, and Forest 
Research Labs - at $158.5 million for the 2021-23 biennium, which includes a 7.42% continued service level 
increase.  



 
These program areas are continually asked to do more with less. In the Second Special Session of 2020, the 
Statewides took a 2.5% cut. This occurred at a time where much of their programing was quickly pivoted to 
virtual settings. This past year, they have also addressed emerging issues related to public health messaging on 
COVID-19, PPE distributions to the farmworker community, assisting with wildfire evacuations and response 
and more. 
 
This funding will ensure the OSU Statewides can maintain important progress on strategic issues important to 
Oregonians and that current programs can continue in every corner of the state. 
 
More information on how the OSU Statewides impact Oregon's communities can be found here: 
https://ourimpact.oregonstate.edu/ 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Robert Winn 
802 W Highway 82 
Wallowa, OR 97885 



 
 
Friday, March 19, 2021 
 
The Honorable Senator Kate Lieber 
900 Court St. NE, S-417 
Salem, OR 97301 
 
Subject: Support the OSU Statewides 
 
Dear Senator Lieber: 
 
I am writing in support of increased funding to the OSU Extension Service. 
 
I am involved with the Master Gardener Program.  We provide the public with information on emerging issues, 
such as the effect of climate change on urban gardens, effect of neonicotinoids on pollinator populations, 
water-wise gardening, newly invasive pests.  In addition to answering gardeners’ questions on our helpline, we 
offer, through our two gardens (open to the public in regular times), free classes for visitors and provide 
information on plants, growing techniques, and beneficial insects and pests. Our speaker’s bureau and webinars 
provide other avenues to educate and engage with the public. 
 
I became a Washington County Master Gardener in 2019 when I retired and moved to Portland from New 
Jersey. As a retired librarian I have standards for authority, credibility and accuracy. I find the Master 
Gardeners’ requirements for research-based answers to the public’s questions meet those standards. 
 
The Master Gardener program is a true asset to the people of Oregon and I request that it receive the funding 
needed to continue OSU Extension Service’s mission in serving the people of Oregon. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Hope Preston 
3803 SW 90th Ave 
Portland, OR 97225 



 
 
Friday, March 19, 2021 
 
The Honorable Representative Sheri Schouten 
900 Court St. NE, H-280 
Salem, OR 97301 
 
Subject: Support the OSU Statewides 
 
Dear Representative Schouten: 
 
I am writing in support of increased funding to the OSU Extension Service. 
 
I am involved with the Master Gardener Program.  We provide the public with information on emerging issues, 
such as the effect of climate change on urban gardens, effect of neonicotinoids on pollinator populations, 
water-wise gardening, newly invasive pests.  In addition to answering gardeners’ questions on our helpline, we 
offer, through our two gardens (open to the public in regular times), free classes for visitors and provide 
information on plants, growing techniques, and beneficial insects and pests. Our speaker’s bureau and webinars 
provide other avenues to educate and engage with the public. 
 
I became a Washington County Master Gardener in 2019 when I retired and moved to Portland from New 
Jersey. As a retired librarian I have standards for authority, credibility and accuracy. I find the Master 
Gardeners’ requirements for research-based answers to the public’s questions meet those standards. 
 
The Master Gardener program is a true asset to the people of Oregon and I request that it receive the funding 
needed to continue OSU Extension Service’s mission in serving the people of Oregon. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Hope Preston 
3803 SW 90th Ave 
Portland, OR 97225 



 
 
Friday, March 19, 2021 
 
The Honorable Senator Bill Hansell 
900 Court St. NE, S-415 
Salem, OR 97301 
 
Subject: Support the OSU Statewides 
 
Dear Senator Hansell: 
 
Dear Senator Hansell and Representative Levy, 
I am writing you today to ask for your support of the continued service level funding for Oregon Statewide 
Public Service.  Programs including OSU Extension Services, Agricultural Experiment Stations, and Forest 
Research Laboratories are not only beneficial to our state, but they impact every county, community and 
Oregonian.  As a resident of Wallowa County, I have seen firsthand how the programs supported by the 
Oregon Statewide Public Service play an integral part in my community.   
While the impact of these programs can be felt in many ways, I personally volunteer in the 4-H program in 
various roles including executive board member, horse leader treasurer, and club leader.  I have witnessed the 
positive impact that 4-H has on youth and their families.  This program provides a multitude of ways for kids to 
grow their life skills, foster leadership, and follow opportunities even as high as the national level that may 
otherwise not have been available to them without our OSU Extension Services.   
One of my favorite parts of being a club leader is watching kids gain confidence in skills such as public 
speaking which will be with them for a lifetime.  I also love for them to learn the joys of serving their 
community through service projects.  With our club American Spirit program, members put up flags at 
businesses on holidays throughout the year that everyone in the community can enjoy.  We also volunteer 
annually to help put together the food and gift baskets for those in need across the county. 
While I could go on and on about all the ways my community benefits from the programs included in Oregon 
Statewide Public Service, I know your time is valuable.  Thank you both for your time and dedication to your 
constituents and our great State of Oregon.  I look forward to speaking with you virtually on March 24th during 
OSU Advocacy Day.  Thank you again for your time and your consideration in supporting the $158.5 m for the 
2021-23 biennium for Oregon Statewide Public Service. 
Sincerely, 
 
Katie Howard 
 
Please support funding the OSU Statewides - OSU Extension, Agricultural Experiment Stations, and Forest 
Research Labs - at $158.5 million for the 2021-23 biennium, which includes a 7.42% continued service level 
increase.  
 
These program areas are continually asked to do more with less. In the Second Special Session of 2020, the 
Statewides took a 2.5% cut. This occurred at a time where much of their programing was quickly pivoted to 
virtual settings. This past year, they have also addressed emerging issues related to public health messaging on 
COVID-19, PPE distributions to the farmworker community, assisting with wildfire evacuations and response 
and more. 
 
This funding will ensure the OSU Statewides can maintain important progress on strategic issues important to 
Oregonians and that current programs can continue in every corner of the state. 
 
More information on how the OSU Statewides impact Oregon's communities can be found here: 
https://ourimpact.oregonstate.edu/ 



 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Katie Howard 
400 Leone Ave 
Enterprise, OR 97828 



 
 
Friday, March 19, 2021 
 
The Honorable Representative Bobby Levy 
900 Court St. NE, H-376 
Salem, OR 97301 
 
Subject: Support the OSU Statewides 
 
Dear Representative Levy: 
 
Dear Senator Hansell and Representative Levy, 
I am writing you today to ask for your support of the continued service level funding for Oregon Statewide 
Public Service.  Programs including OSU Extension Services, Agricultural Experiment Stations, and Forest 
Research Laboratories are not only beneficial to our state, but they impact every county, community and 
Oregonian.  As a resident of Wallowa County, I have seen firsthand how the programs supported by the 
Oregon Statewide Public Service play an integral part in my community.   
While the impact of these programs can be felt in many ways, I personally volunteer in the 4-H program in 
various roles including executive board member, horse leader treasurer, and club leader.  I have witnessed the 
positive impact that 4-H has on youth and their families.  This program provides a multitude of ways for kids to 
grow their life skills, foster leadership, and follow opportunities even as high as the national level that may 
otherwise not have been available to them without our OSU Extension Services.   
One of my favorite parts of being a club leader is watching kids gain confidence in skills such as public 
speaking which will be with them for a lifetime.  I also love for them to learn the joys of serving their 
community through service projects.  With our club American Spirit program, members put up flags at 
businesses on holidays throughout the year that everyone in the community can enjoy.  We also volunteer 
annually to help put together the food and gift baskets for those in need across the county. 
While I could go on and on about all the ways my community benefits from the programs included in Oregon 
Statewide Public Service, I know your time is valuable.  Thank you both for your time and dedication to your 
constituents and our great State of Oregon.  I look forward to speaking with you virtually on March 24th during 
OSU Advocacy Day.  Thank you again for your time and your consideration in supporting the $158.5 m for the 
2021-23 biennium for Oregon Statewide Public Service. 
Sincerely, 
 
Katie Howard 
 
Please support funding the OSU Statewides - OSU Extension, Agricultural Experiment Stations, and Forest 
Research Labs - at $158.5 million for the 2021-23 biennium, which includes a 7.42% continued service level 
increase.  
 
These program areas are continually asked to do more with less. In the Second Special Session of 2020, the 
Statewides took a 2.5% cut. This occurred at a time where much of their programing was quickly pivoted to 
virtual settings. This past year, they have also addressed emerging issues related to public health messaging on 
COVID-19, PPE distributions to the farmworker community, assisting with wildfire evacuations and response 
and more. 
 
This funding will ensure the OSU Statewides can maintain important progress on strategic issues important to 
Oregonians and that current programs can continue in every corner of the state. 
 
More information on how the OSU Statewides impact Oregon's communities can be found here: 
https://ourimpact.oregonstate.edu/ 



 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Katie Howard 
400 Leone Ave 
Enterprise, OR 97828 



 
 
Saturday, March 20, 2021 
 
The Honorable Senator Ginny Burdick 
900 Court St. NE, S-223 
Salem, OR 97301 
 
Subject: Why we Need OSU Extension 
 
Dear Senator Burdick: 
 
Especially since the pandemic, more and more people are learning on-line. For myself I have discovered ways 
to add to my Master Gardener knowledge-which is used to educate the public and answer their gardening 
questions in many places and ways;  additionally a series called Managing Eastern Oregon Forests has been 
going on since last fall.  Dozens of small landowners are learning more ways to  benefit our state in they way 
they manage forest land. 
The Experiment station out near Pendleton has been awarded a large infusion into their budget, but they need 
the RESEARCHERS from OSU Extension and the Ag Experiment Station systems in order to apply the funds 
to research that is beneficial to dryland farming.  The wonderful thing about Extension and OSU overall is its' 
outreach. As I mentioned it is even more palpable now as more people can participate in lessons, shared 
research, and personal help from a distance since more of these resources are provided on line.  Oregon is a 
state full of natural resources, many of them need to be managed. The organizations in place to help; 
Oregonians manage lands, crops,  forests, and other living organisms almost can't have a price tag. BUT, there 
is a dollar figure in mind. 
 
Please support funding the OSU Statewides - OSU Extension, Agricultural Experiment Stations, and Forest 
Research Labs - at $158.5 million for the 2021-23 biennium, which includes a 7.42% continued service level 
increase.  
 
These program areas are continually asked to do more with less. In the Second Special Session of 2020, the 
Statewides took a 2.5% cut. This occurred at a time where much of their programing was quickly pivoted to 
virtual settings. This past year, they have also addressed emerging issues related to public health messaging on 
COVID-19, PPE distributions to the farmworker community, assisting with wildfire evacuations and response 
and more. 
 
This funding will ensure the OSU Statewides can maintain important progress on strategic issues important to 
Oregonians and that current programs can continue in every corner of the state. 
 
More information on how the OSU Statewides impact Oregon's communities can be found here: 
https://ourimpact.oregonstate.edu/ 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Valerie Conner 
414 NW 4th St 
Pendleton, OR 97801 



 
 
Saturday, March 20, 2021 
 
The Honorable Representative Dacia Grayber 
900 Court St. NE, H-492 
Salem, OR 97301 
 
Subject: Why we Need OSU Extension 
 
Dear Representative Grayber: 
 
Especially since the pandemic, more and more people are learning on-line. For myself I have discovered ways 
to add to my Master Gardener knowledge-which is used to educate the public and answer their gardening 
questions in many places and ways;  additionally a series called Managing Eastern Oregon Forests has been 
going on since last fall.  Dozens of small landowners are learning more ways to  benefit our state in they way 
they manage forest land. 
The Experiment station out near Pendleton has been awarded a large infusion into their budget, but they need 
the RESEARCHERS from OSU Extension and the Ag Experiment Station systems in order to apply the funds 
to research that is beneficial to dryland farming.  The wonderful thing about Extension and OSU overall is its' 
outreach. As I mentioned it is even more palpable now as more people can participate in lessons, shared 
research, and personal help from a distance since more of these resources are provided on line.  Oregon is a 
state full of natural resources, many of them need to be managed. The organizations in place to help; 
Oregonians manage lands, crops,  forests, and other living organisms almost can't have a price tag. BUT, there 
is a dollar figure in mind. 
 
Please support funding the OSU Statewides - OSU Extension, Agricultural Experiment Stations, and Forest 
Research Labs - at $158.5 million for the 2021-23 biennium, which includes a 7.42% continued service level 
increase.  
 
These program areas are continually asked to do more with less. In the Second Special Session of 2020, the 
Statewides took a 2.5% cut. This occurred at a time where much of their programing was quickly pivoted to 
virtual settings. This past year, they have also addressed emerging issues related to public health messaging on 
COVID-19, PPE distributions to the farmworker community, assisting with wildfire evacuations and response 
and more. 
 
This funding will ensure the OSU Statewides can maintain important progress on strategic issues important to 
Oregonians and that current programs can continue in every corner of the state. 
 
More information on how the OSU Statewides impact Oregon's communities can be found here: 
https://ourimpact.oregonstate.edu/ 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Valerie Conner 
414 NW 4th St 
Pendleton, OR 97801 



 
 
Saturday, March 20, 2021 
 
The Honorable Senator Bill Hansell 
900 Court St. NE, S-415 
Salem, OR 97301 
 
Subject: Support the OSU Statewides 
 
Dear Senator Hansell: 
 
Oregonians deserve the kind of assistance available from the Experiment Stations, Extension Programs and 
Forest Research. The requested amount is just a minimum of how these wonderful resources can benefit all 
Oregonians 
 
Please support funding the OSU Statewides - OSU Extension, Agricultural Experiment Stations, and Forest 
Research Labs - at $158.5 million for the 2021-23 biennium, which includes a 7.42% continued service level 
increase.  
 
These program areas are continually asked to do more with less. In the Second Special Session of 2020, the 
Statewides took a 2.5% cut. This occurred at a time where much of their programing was quickly pivoted to 
virtual settings. This past year, they have also addressed emerging issues related to public health messaging on 
COVID-19, PPE distributions to the farmworker community, assisting with wildfire evacuations and response 
and more. 
 
This funding will ensure the OSU Statewides can maintain important progress on strategic issues important to 
Oregonians and that current programs can continue in every corner of the state. 
 
More information on how the OSU Statewides impact Oregon's communities can be found here: 
https://ourimpact.oregonstate.edu/ 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Valerie Conner 
414 NW 4th St 
Pendleton, OR 97801 



 
 
Saturday, March 20, 2021 
 
The Honorable Representative Bobby Levy 
900 Court St. NE, H-376 
Salem, OR 97301 
 
Subject: Support the OSU Statewides 
 
Dear Representative Levy: 
 
Oregonians deserve the kind of assistance available from the Experiment Stations, Extension Programs and 
Forest Research. The requested amount is just a minimum of how these wonderful resources can benefit all 
Oregonians 
 
Please support funding the OSU Statewides - OSU Extension, Agricultural Experiment Stations, and Forest 
Research Labs - at $158.5 million for the 2021-23 biennium, which includes a 7.42% continued service level 
increase.  
 
These program areas are continually asked to do more with less. In the Second Special Session of 2020, the 
Statewides took a 2.5% cut. This occurred at a time where much of their programing was quickly pivoted to 
virtual settings. This past year, they have also addressed emerging issues related to public health messaging on 
COVID-19, PPE distributions to the farmworker community, assisting with wildfire evacuations and response 
and more. 
 
This funding will ensure the OSU Statewides can maintain important progress on strategic issues important to 
Oregonians and that current programs can continue in every corner of the state. 
 
More information on how the OSU Statewides impact Oregon's communities can be found here: 
https://ourimpact.oregonstate.edu/ 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Valerie Conner 
414 NW 4th St 
Pendleton, OR 97801 



 
 
Monday, March 22, 2021 
 
The Honorable Senator Betsy Johnson 
900 Court St. NE, S-209 
Salem, OR 97301 
 
Subject: Support the OSU Statewides 
 
Dear Senator Johnson: 
 
I worked at Intel Corporation, our state’s largest employer, for 28 years before retiring and was a vice president 
at the company the last 5 years of that.   My volunteer activity of choice after retiring was to become a Master 
Gardener in the program run by the OSU Extension service.    
I am now a Master Gardener volunteer, working in the education gardens and with the public to answer their 
questions to support sustainable gardening.   With the pandemic, more people than ever are turning to gardens 
for food production, to support the environment, protect our pollinators and for the comfort and joy it brings.   
It is important to the public and to Oregon citizens to have this kind of support.  
There is increasing demand for this service by the public, the amount of support has dramatically increased this 
year.   While there are ~3000 volunteers that help in this effort, thus a great return on investment with lots of 
‘free help’, the programs still need funding to operate the phone clinics, online q&a, education gardens, 
educational programs and many more activities.   
 
Last thing - Senator Johnson and Representative Witt, I have met both of you when you attended our annual 
Skyline Ridge summer picnics.   Thank you for your generous support of our community.   
 
thank you,  
Lisa Graff 
 
Please support funding the OSU Statewides - OSU Extension, Agricultural Experiment Stations, and Forest 
Research Labs - at $158.5 million for the 2021-23 biennium, which includes a 7.42% continued service level 
increase.  
 
These program areas are continually asked to do more with less. In the Second Special Session of 2020, the 
Statewides took a 2.5% cut. This occurred at a time where much of their programing was quickly pivoted to 
virtual settings. This past year, they have also addressed emerging issues related to public health messaging on 
COVID-19, PPE distributions to the farmworker community, assisting with wildfire evacuations and response 
and more. 
 
This funding will ensure the OSU Statewides can maintain important progress on strategic issues important to 
Oregonians and that current programs can continue in every corner of the state. 
 
More information on how the OSU Statewides impact Oregon's communities can be found here: 
https://ourimpact.oregonstate.edu/ 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
lisa graff 
13610 NW Skyline Blvd 
Portland, OR 97231 



 
 
Monday, March 22, 2021 
 
The Honorable Representative Brad Witt 
900 Court St. NE, H-374 
Salem, OR 97301 
 
Subject: Support the OSU Statewides 
 
Dear Representative Witt: 
 
I worked at Intel Corporation, our state’s largest employer, for 28 years before retiring and was a vice president 
at the company the last 5 years of that.   My volunteer activity of choice after retiring was to become a Master 
Gardener in the program run by the OSU Extension service.    
I am now a Master Gardener volunteer, working in the education gardens and with the public to answer their 
questions to support sustainable gardening.   With the pandemic, more people than ever are turning to gardens 
for food production, to support the environment, protect our pollinators and for the comfort and joy it brings.   
It is important to the public and to Oregon citizens to have this kind of support.  
There is increasing demand for this service by the public, the amount of support has dramatically increased this 
year.   While there are ~3000 volunteers that help in this effort, thus a great return on investment with lots of 
‘free help’, the programs still need funding to operate the phone clinics, online q&a, education gardens, 
educational programs and many more activities.   
 
Last thing - Senator Johnson and Representative Witt, I have met both of you when you attended our annual 
Skyline Ridge summer picnics.   Thank you for your generous support of our community.   
 
thank you,  
Lisa Graff 
 
Please support funding the OSU Statewides - OSU Extension, Agricultural Experiment Stations, and Forest 
Research Labs - at $158.5 million for the 2021-23 biennium, which includes a 7.42% continued service level 
increase.  
 
These program areas are continually asked to do more with less. In the Second Special Session of 2020, the 
Statewides took a 2.5% cut. This occurred at a time where much of their programing was quickly pivoted to 
virtual settings. This past year, they have also addressed emerging issues related to public health messaging on 
COVID-19, PPE distributions to the farmworker community, assisting with wildfire evacuations and response 
and more. 
 
This funding will ensure the OSU Statewides can maintain important progress on strategic issues important to 
Oregonians and that current programs can continue in every corner of the state. 
 
More information on how the OSU Statewides impact Oregon's communities can be found here: 
https://ourimpact.oregonstate.edu/ 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
lisa graff 
13610 NW Skyline Blvd 
Portland, OR 97231 



 
 
Monday, March 22, 2021 
 
The Honorable Senator Betsy Johnson 
900 Court St. NE, S-209 
Salem, OR 97301 
 
Subject: Support the OSU Statewides 
 
Dear Senator Johnson: 
 
In a time when more of our state is being opened to resource extraction and development, we need to support 
the research and outreach provided by the Extension Services. They provide sound scientific knowledge to the 
community. Oregon is built on its resources; let's continue to care for them as if our future depends on it. The 
Extension Service can help take us there. 
 
Please support funding the OSU Statewides - OSU Extension, Agricultural Experiment Stations, and Forest 
Research Labs - at $158.5 million for the 2021-23 biennium, which includes a 7.42% continued service level 
increase.  
 
These program areas are continually asked to do more with less. In the Second Special Session of 2020, the 
Statewides took a 2.5% cut. This occurred at a time where much of their programing was quickly pivoted to 
virtual settings. This past year, they have also addressed emerging issues related to public health messaging on 
COVID-19, PPE distributions to the farmworker community, assisting with wildfire evacuations and response 
and more. 
 
This funding will ensure the OSU Statewides can maintain important progress on strategic issues important to 
Oregonians and that current programs can continue in every corner of the state. 
 
More information on how the OSU Statewides impact Oregon's communities can be found here: 
https://ourimpact.oregonstate.edu/ 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Tamara Enz 
985 Nehalem Blvd 
Wheeler, OR 97147 



 
 
Monday, March 22, 2021 
 
The Honorable Representative Suzanne Weber 
900 Court St. NE, H-483 
Salem, OR 97301 
 
Subject: Support the OSU Statewides 
 
Dear Representative Weber: 
 
In a time when more of our state is being opened to resource extraction and development, we need to support 
the research and outreach provided by the Extension Services. They provide sound scientific knowledge to the 
community. Oregon is built on its resources; let's continue to care for them as if our future depends on it. The 
Extension Service can help take us there. 
 
Please support funding the OSU Statewides - OSU Extension, Agricultural Experiment Stations, and Forest 
Research Labs - at $158.5 million for the 2021-23 biennium, which includes a 7.42% continued service level 
increase.  
 
These program areas are continually asked to do more with less. In the Second Special Session of 2020, the 
Statewides took a 2.5% cut. This occurred at a time where much of their programing was quickly pivoted to 
virtual settings. This past year, they have also addressed emerging issues related to public health messaging on 
COVID-19, PPE distributions to the farmworker community, assisting with wildfire evacuations and response 
and more. 
 
This funding will ensure the OSU Statewides can maintain important progress on strategic issues important to 
Oregonians and that current programs can continue in every corner of the state. 
 
More information on how the OSU Statewides impact Oregon's communities can be found here: 
https://ourimpact.oregonstate.edu/ 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Tamara Enz 
985 Nehalem Blvd 
Wheeler, OR 97147 



 
 
Monday, March 22, 2021 
 
The Honorable Senator Bill Hansell 
900 Court St. NE, S-415 
Salem, OR 97301 
 
Subject: Support the OSU Statewides 
 
Dear Senator Hansell: 
 
Dear Eastern Oregon Legislators, 
 
The OSU Extension Service has been a huge help to me in learning about and changing forest practices on our 
family’s little forest here in Cove, Oregon.  
 
I am writing in support of increasing the funding for OSU Extension and the Statewide Services. 
 
How have they been so helpful? OSU Extension sponsored multiple webinar series for small forest land-owners 
during the past two years. In short, these webinars have been of great quality and their topics well thought out. 
As a person with a medical condition that makes me “at-risk” for serious illness (actually death) if I were to get 
infected with the COVID, the webinar format has been perfect. 
 
In the webinars, different professors present relatively detailed information about most every aspect of owning a 
small forest. The opportunity to ask any question – and getting reliable answers – is great! The series has been 
nothing short of outstanding!  
 
Despite having an undergraduate degree in Forestry myself (long time ago), I learned a tremendous amount and 
have made many, many changes to how I manage our family’s 32 acre forest: 
 
1. Reducing the risk of devastating wildfire changed how I both prune and thin Ponderosa Pine on our 
hillsides. I now thin some tree species more aggressively and others less so in achieving newly-learned 
prescribed forest densities. I also prune our P-Pines higher up so that “fuel ladder” risk is minimized.  
 
2. Learning about the devastating impacts of the Ips bark beetles has been particularly interesting. First, I 
thought that Ips only infested true-Fir species. Once I learned that Ips can and do infest Ponderosa Pines, it was 
revealing because for years I could not figure out why some of our small pine trees were dying! It was these 
damn Ips beetles! Once I learned the Ips beetle’s life cycle and infestation targets, I realized that I was causing 
these infestations because I would leave pine slash on the ground exactly during spring and summer when the 
Ips would “fly” and infest! Last year, I changed when I prune – and have not lost a single tree since then!  
 
3. Enhancing wildlife habitat is particularly important to our family because Union County has allowed 
sub-dividing the former cherry orchards into 10 acre tax parcels while completely disregarding wildlife impacts. 
Near our family forest, two new big houses have been built and another is coming. These new homes have 
significantly and negatively impacted elk and deer herds in the eastern areas of Cove and the Mill Creek 
drainage. Herds just don’t migrate to their usual feeding and mating areas when there are people, house and 
roads now intruding into their habitat. Also, it feels like the local quail, wild turkey and forest grouse 
populations have thinned out a lot in recent years.  
 
What could I do to help counter these negative impacts? OSU Extension taught me the proper forest density and 
age-management techniques that are conducive to healthy wildlife habitat. My adjoining forest landowner 



neighbor and I have joined with other forest landowners nearby and have started consciously managing the 
woods as a “unit” for wildlife habitat enhancement. We are intentionally leaving snag trees, downed logs, and 
more understory. We are hoping our efforts result in larger elk and deer herds, and many more birds. 
 
4. Learning about tree diseases and forest insects has been eye-opening. From root rot and mistletoe to 
bark beetles, needle borers, and defoliators - there are dozens of organisms that feast on our NE Oregon forests! 
I now am able to identify these diseases and pests more readily which has changed my thinning and pruning 
practices in order to reduce tree mortality and increase forest health. Also, learning about diseases and pests has 
been personally gratifying – I can recognize them while hiking and hunting our magnificent NE Oregon forests 
whereas before I would just wonder why “all these trees were dead” or dying. It’s great.  
 
There is so much more that I have learned from the OSU Extension webinars. I really urge more funding for 
this wonderful service as I want them to continue this educational outreach to the public, and hopefully have the 
resources to visit my family’s forest to advise us how to better manage our little forest for future generations. 
Also, their help in making use of prescribed burning for small forest landowners is really going to be helpful – 
to reduce the ever-increasing risk of severe fire to our little forest – and the entire eastern slope of Mt. Fanny. 
 
Thank you for your consideration and decision to increase the financial support of OSU Extension Services. 
 
 
Chris and Janet McLaughlin 
Haefer Lane 
Cove, Oregon 
 
Please support funding the OSU Statewides - OSU Extension, Agricultural Experiment Stations, and Forest 
Research Labs - at $158.5 million for the 2021-23 biennium, which includes a 7.42% continued service level 
increase. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Chris and Janet McLaughlin 
70293 Haefer Ln 
Cove, OR 97824 



 
 
Monday, March 22, 2021 
 
The Honorable Representative Bobby Levy 
900 Court St. NE, H-376 
Salem, OR 97301 
 
Subject: Support the OSU Statewides 
 
Dear Representative Levy: 
 
Dear Eastern Oregon Legislators, 
 
The OSU Extension Service has been a huge help to me in learning about and changing forest practices on our 
family’s little forest here in Cove, Oregon.  
 
I am writing in support of increasing the funding for OSU Extension and the Statewide Services. 
 
How have they been so helpful? OSU Extension sponsored multiple webinar series for small forest land-owners 
during the past two years. In short, these webinars have been of great quality and their topics well thought out. 
As a person with a medical condition that makes me “at-risk” for serious illness (actually death) if I were to get 
infected with the COVID, the webinar format has been perfect. 
 
In the webinars, different professors present relatively detailed information about most every aspect of owning a 
small forest. The opportunity to ask any question – and getting reliable answers – is great! The series has been 
nothing short of outstanding!  
 
Despite having an undergraduate degree in Forestry myself (long time ago), I learned a tremendous amount and 
have made many, many changes to how I manage our family’s 32 acre forest: 
 
1. Reducing the risk of devastating wildfire changed how I both prune and thin Ponderosa Pine on our 
hillsides. I now thin some tree species more aggressively and others less so in achieving newly-learned 
prescribed forest densities. I also prune our P-Pines higher up so that “fuel ladder” risk is minimized.  
 
2. Learning about the devastating impacts of the Ips bark beetles has been particularly interesting. First, I 
thought that Ips only infested true-Fir species. Once I learned that Ips can and do infest Ponderosa Pines, it was 
revealing because for years I could not figure out why some of our small pine trees were dying! It was these 
damn Ips beetles! Once I learned the Ips beetle’s life cycle and infestation targets, I realized that I was causing 
these infestations because I would leave pine slash on the ground exactly during spring and summer when the 
Ips would “fly” and infest! Last year, I changed when I prune – and have not lost a single tree since then!  
 
3. Enhancing wildlife habitat is particularly important to our family because Union County has allowed 
sub-dividing the former cherry orchards into 10 acre tax parcels while completely disregarding wildlife impacts. 
Near our family forest, two new big houses have been built and another is coming. These new homes have 
significantly and negatively impacted elk and deer herds in the eastern areas of Cove and the Mill Creek 
drainage. Herds just don’t migrate to their usual feeding and mating areas when there are people, house and 
roads now intruding into their habitat. Also, it feels like the local quail, wild turkey and forest grouse 
populations have thinned out a lot in recent years.  
 
What could I do to help counter these negative impacts? OSU Extension taught me the proper forest density and 
age-management techniques that are conducive to healthy wildlife habitat. My adjoining forest landowner 



neighbor and I have joined with other forest landowners nearby and have started consciously managing the 
woods as a “unit” for wildlife habitat enhancement. We are intentionally leaving snag trees, downed logs, and 
more understory. We are hoping our efforts result in larger elk and deer herds, and many more birds. 
 
4. Learning about tree diseases and forest insects has been eye-opening. From root rot and mistletoe to 
bark beetles, needle borers, and defoliators - there are dozens of organisms that feast on our NE Oregon forests! 
I now am able to identify these diseases and pests more readily which has changed my thinning and pruning 
practices in order to reduce tree mortality and increase forest health. Also, learning about diseases and pests has 
been personally gratifying – I can recognize them while hiking and hunting our magnificent NE Oregon forests 
whereas before I would just wonder why “all these trees were dead” or dying. It’s great.  
 
There is so much more that I have learned from the OSU Extension webinars. I really urge more funding for 
this wonderful service as I want them to continue this educational outreach to the public, and hopefully have the 
resources to visit my family’s forest to advise us how to better manage our little forest for future generations. 
Also, their help in making use of prescribed burning for small forest landowners is really going to be helpful – 
to reduce the ever-increasing risk of severe fire to our little forest – and the entire eastern slope of Mt. Fanny. 
 
Thank you for your consideration and decision to increase the financial support of OSU Extension Services. 
 
 
Chris and Janet McLaughlin 
Haefer Lane 
Cove, Oregon 
 
Please support funding the OSU Statewides - OSU Extension, Agricultural Experiment Stations, and Forest 
Research Labs - at $158.5 million for the 2021-23 biennium, which includes a 7.42% continued service level 
increase. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Chris and Janet McLaughlin 
70293 Haefer Ln 
Cove, OR 97824 



 
 
Monday, March 22, 2021 
 
The Honorable Senator Sara Gelser 
900 Court St. NE, S-405 
Salem, OR 97301 
 
Subject: Support the OSU Statewides 
 
Dear Senator Gelser: 
 
I have used Oregon State's extension services for more than 10 years, and I cannot fathom the state without its 
valuable extension staff at current funding levels.  The service has played a key educational role for my family 
for the last 15 years, showing us how to garden in the Pacific NW. The extension service has also helped 
support our Albany community garden with its funding, enabling more than 65 local families to grow their own 
healthy food. I serve on the board of the garden, and I have appreciated its ongoing educational and financial 
support to our garden.   On occasion, the extension service has led educational sessions to teach Albany 
gardeners the basics of vegetable and herb gardening.    I am also so grateful to the service for its ongoing 
educational activities, which I participate in weekly.   The Forests of Eastern Oregon lectures have stimulated 
my interest in our eastern forests, which face some of the same challenges as our western Oregon forests -- 
including destructive fires and insects. 
I hereby request support for a funding increase for the extension service, which benefits Albany, Corvallis, and 
neighboring cities and towns.   As a master gardener, I simply cannot imagine what our community would be 
like without the valuable services offered by extension staff members. 
 
Please support funding the OSU Statewides - OSU Extension, Agricultural Experiment Stations, and Forest 
Research Labs - at $158.5 million for the 2021-23 biennium, which includes a 7.42% continued service level 
increase.  
 
These program areas are continually asked to do more with less. In the Second Special Session of 2020, the 
Statewides took a 2.5% cut. This occurred at a time where much of their programing was quickly pivoted to 
virtual settings. This past year, they have also addressed emerging issues related to public health messaging on 
COVID-19, PPE distributions to the farmworker community, assisting with wildfire evacuations and response 
and more. 
 
This funding will ensure the OSU Statewides can maintain important progress on strategic issues important to 
Oregonians and that current programs can continue in every corner of the state. 
 
More information on how the OSU Statewides impact Oregon's communities can be found here: 
https://ourimpact.oregonstate.edu/ 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Paul Westerberg 
2670 NW 19th Ave 
Albany, OR 97321 



 
 
Monday, March 22, 2021 
 
The Honorable Representative Shelly Boshart Davis 
900 Court St. NE, H-389 
Salem, OR 97301 
 
Subject: Support the OSU Statewides 
 
Dear Representative Boshart Davis: 
 
I have used Oregon State's extension services for more than 10 years, and I cannot fathom the state without its 
valuable extension staff at current funding levels.  The service has played a key educational role for my family 
for the last 15 years, showing us how to garden in the Pacific NW. The extension service has also helped 
support our Albany community garden with its funding, enabling more than 65 local families to grow their own 
healthy food. I serve on the board of the garden, and I have appreciated its ongoing educational and financial 
support to our garden.   On occasion, the extension service has led educational sessions to teach Albany 
gardeners the basics of vegetable and herb gardening.    I am also so grateful to the service for its ongoing 
educational activities, which I participate in weekly.   The Forests of Eastern Oregon lectures have stimulated 
my interest in our eastern forests, which face some of the same challenges as our western Oregon forests -- 
including destructive fires and insects. 
I hereby request support for a funding increase for the extension service, which benefits Albany, Corvallis, and 
neighboring cities and towns.   As a master gardener, I simply cannot imagine what our community would be 
like without the valuable services offered by extension staff members. 
 
Please support funding the OSU Statewides - OSU Extension, Agricultural Experiment Stations, and Forest 
Research Labs - at $158.5 million for the 2021-23 biennium, which includes a 7.42% continued service level 
increase.  
 
These program areas are continually asked to do more with less. In the Second Special Session of 2020, the 
Statewides took a 2.5% cut. This occurred at a time where much of their programing was quickly pivoted to 
virtual settings. This past year, they have also addressed emerging issues related to public health messaging on 
COVID-19, PPE distributions to the farmworker community, assisting with wildfire evacuations and response 
and more. 
 
This funding will ensure the OSU Statewides can maintain important progress on strategic issues important to 
Oregonians and that current programs can continue in every corner of the state. 
 
More information on how the OSU Statewides impact Oregon's communities can be found here: 
https://ourimpact.oregonstate.edu/ 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Paul Westerberg 
2670 NW 19th Ave 
Albany, OR 97321 



 
 
Monday, March 22, 2021 
 
The Honorable Senator Bill Hansell 
900 Court St. NE, S-415 
Salem, OR 97301 
 
Subject: Support the OSU Statewides 
 
Dear Senator Hansell: 
 
Hi,  
 
My family owns timberland near North Powder and we care very deeply about the stewardship and 
management of the property. Recently I have had the privilege of attending some webinars provided by the 
Eastern Oregon Extension Team.  The education received was inspiring and motivating in regards to our 
management goals for our property.  We are very concerned about the wildfire situation in the region and our 
land can use all the help it can acquire for fire mitigation management, proper stewardship and good forestry 
management and perspectives. This all begins with landowner education and buy in to accomplish the on the 
ground hard work.  The outreach provided by OSU Extension has been phenomenal in these times of covid 
restrictions and limited ability to travel over the winter season and long distances in Union County.  Please 
maintain and support this needed and important service to the people of Eastern Oregon so that going forward 
our region ,state and resources can be better managed and supported.  I cannot express our appreciation for the 
programs and services the OSU extension team provides enough. Please keep in mind that the services provided 
are crucial to the entire well being of the region.  Thank you. 
 
Sincerely 
 
The Serbonich Family 
 
Please support funding the OSU Statewides - OSU Extension, Agricultural Experiment Stations, and Forest 
Research Labs - at $158.5 million for the 2021-23 biennium, which includes a 7.42% continued service level 
increase.  
 
These program areas are continually asked to do more with less. In the Second Special Session of 2020, the 
Statewides took a 2.5% cut. This occurred at a time where much of their programing was quickly pivoted to 
virtual settings. This past year, they have also addressed emerging issues related to public health messaging on 
COVID-19, PPE distributions to the farmworker community, assisting with wildfire evacuations and response 
and more. 
 
This funding will ensure the OSU Statewides can maintain important progress on strategic issues important to 
Oregonians and that current programs can continue in every corner of the state. 
 
More information on how the OSU Statewides impact Oregon's communities can be found here: 
https://ourimpact.oregonstate.edu/ 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
William Serbonich CF 
General Delivery 



North Powder, OR 97867 



 
 
Monday, March 22, 2021 
 
The Honorable Representative Bobby Levy 
900 Court St. NE, H-376 
Salem, OR 97301 
 
Subject: Support the OSU Statewides 
 
Dear Representative Levy: 
 
Hi,  
 
My family owns timberland near North Powder and we care very deeply about the stewardship and 
management of the property. Recently I have had the privilege of attending some webinars provided by the 
Eastern Oregon Extension Team.  The education received was inspiring and motivating in regards to our 
management goals for our property.  We are very concerned about the wildfire situation in the region and our 
land can use all the help it can acquire for fire mitigation management, proper stewardship and good forestry 
management and perspectives. This all begins with landowner education and buy in to accomplish the on the 
ground hard work.  The outreach provided by OSU Extension has been phenomenal in these times of covid 
restrictions and limited ability to travel over the winter season and long distances in Union County.  Please 
maintain and support this needed and important service to the people of Eastern Oregon so that going forward 
our region ,state and resources can be better managed and supported.  I cannot express our appreciation for the 
programs and services the OSU extension team provides enough. Please keep in mind that the services provided 
are crucial to the entire well being of the region.  Thank you. 
 
Sincerely 
 
The Serbonich Family 
 
Please support funding the OSU Statewides - OSU Extension, Agricultural Experiment Stations, and Forest 
Research Labs - at $158.5 million for the 2021-23 biennium, which includes a 7.42% continued service level 
increase.  
 
These program areas are continually asked to do more with less. In the Second Special Session of 2020, the 
Statewides took a 2.5% cut. This occurred at a time where much of their programing was quickly pivoted to 
virtual settings. This past year, they have also addressed emerging issues related to public health messaging on 
COVID-19, PPE distributions to the farmworker community, assisting with wildfire evacuations and response 
and more. 
 
This funding will ensure the OSU Statewides can maintain important progress on strategic issues important to 
Oregonians and that current programs can continue in every corner of the state. 
 
More information on how the OSU Statewides impact Oregon's communities can be found here: 
https://ourimpact.oregonstate.edu/ 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
William Serbonich CF 
General Delivery 



North Powder, OR 97867 



 
 
Monday, March 22, 2021 
 
The Honorable Senator Lynn Findley 
900 Court St. NE, S-403 
Salem, OR 97301 
 
Subject: Support the OSU Statewides 
 
Dear Senator Findley: 
 
As a lifelong east-side Oregonian, I have seen firsthand how impactful the OSU statewide programs are for our 
state residents.  The extension service has 109,000 youth that are supported by 630 employees and 13,000 
volunteers.  The 14 ag experiment stations have a network of 400 scientists in 28 disciplines.  The forest 
resource labs are critical in developing adaptive forest management techniques to improve our forests, 
ecosystems, and communities. 
 
I am asking for your in funding the OSU Statewides - OSU Extension, Agricultural Experiment Stations, and 
Forest Research Labs - at $158.5 million for the 2021-23 biennium, which includes a 7.42% continued service 
level increase.  
 
These program areas are continually asked to do more with less. In the Second Special Session of 2020, the 
Statewides took a 2.5% cut. This occurred at a time where much of their programing was quickly pivoted to 
virtual settings. This past year, they have also addressed emerging issues related to public health messaging on 
COVID-19, PPE distributions to the farmworker community, assisting with wildfire evacuations and response 
and more. 
 
This funding will ensure the OSU Statewides can maintain important progress on strategic issues important to 
Oregonians and that current programs can continue in every corner of the state. 
 
More information on how the OSU Statewides impact Oregon's communities can be found here: 
https://ourimpact.oregonstate.edu/ 
 
Thank you for time and consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Michelle Kaseberg 
43338 Brown Rd 
Baker City, OR 97814 



 
 
Monday, March 22, 2021 
 
The Honorable Representative Mark Owens 
900 Court St. NE, H-475 
Salem, OR 97301 
 
Subject: Support the OSU Statewides 
 
Dear Representative Owens: 
 
As a lifelong east-side Oregonian, I have seen firsthand how impactful the OSU statewide programs are for our 
state residents.  The extension service has 109,000 youth that are supported by 630 employees and 13,000 
volunteers.  The 14 ag experiment stations have a network of 400 scientists in 28 disciplines.  The forest 
resource labs are critical in developing adaptive forest management techniques to improve our forests, 
ecosystems, and communities. 
 
I am asking for your in funding the OSU Statewides - OSU Extension, Agricultural Experiment Stations, and 
Forest Research Labs - at $158.5 million for the 2021-23 biennium, which includes a 7.42% continued service 
level increase.  
 
These program areas are continually asked to do more with less. In the Second Special Session of 2020, the 
Statewides took a 2.5% cut. This occurred at a time where much of their programing was quickly pivoted to 
virtual settings. This past year, they have also addressed emerging issues related to public health messaging on 
COVID-19, PPE distributions to the farmworker community, assisting with wildfire evacuations and response 
and more. 
 
This funding will ensure the OSU Statewides can maintain important progress on strategic issues important to 
Oregonians and that current programs can continue in every corner of the state. 
 
More information on how the OSU Statewides impact Oregon's communities can be found here: 
https://ourimpact.oregonstate.edu/ 
 
Thank you for time and consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Michelle Kaseberg 
43338 Brown Rd 
Baker City, OR 97814 



 
 
Monday, March 22, 2021 
 
The Honorable Senator Bill Hansell 
900 Court St. NE, S-415 
Salem, OR 97301 
 
Subject: Support OSU Extension 
 
Dear Senator Hansell: 
 
Dear Senator Bill Hansell and Representative Bobby Levy, 
 
I am writing to urge your support of the Oregon State University Extension Service’s 2021-23 Base Funding 
Request of $61.9M. When Wallowa County was updated its Comprehensive Wildfire Protection Plan (CWPP) 
in 2017, our Lostine Canyon Community learned that we lived in a newly-designated “Community at Risk” 
from wildfire. And furthermore, our community was evaluated to be at an “Extreme Risk” of large-scale 
wildland fire. 
 
Since then, OSU Extension has been an invaluable partner in helping us learn about what it means to transform 
ourselves into a “fire-adapted community”. With the expert assistance of OSU Extension and other Wallowa 
County-based partners, especially Wallowa Resources, the Oregon Department of Forestry, and the U.S. Forest 
Service, Lostine Canyon became Northeast Oregon’s first nationally recognized “Firewise Community” in 
2019. 
 
OSU Extension organized and led a field workshop on “Conifer Diseases and Pests” to help us better evaluate 
the health of our privately owned woodland lots so that we could develop our individual plans for thinning and 
fuels reduction to lessen our risks from wildfire. On a very short deadline, OSU Extension provided necessary 
expertise in helping us develop a “Forest Management Plan” for a large common lot that posed a particularly 
high wildfire risk to the community, so that we could apply for a thinning and fuels reduction grant being 
offered by USDA’s NRCS. 
 
Once COVID-19 arrived, OSU Extension quickly developed their online offerings to fill the ongoing needs for 
learning about forest management to reduce wildfire risks. A great resource for us was the six-webinar series on 
“Forests of the Northern Blues”, which included a very pertinent session on “Fire-Adapted Communities”. 
 
In summary, I would emphasize that OSU Extension has been an invaluable partner in bringing its field-based 
and online educational expertise, along with its efficient publication development capabilities, to help Wallowa 
County effectively address its significant wildfire risks and guide our residents in becoming a “fire-adaptive 
community”. Much progress is underway. Two additional “Communities at Risk” in Wallowa County are 
currently in the process of becoming nationally recognized as “Firewise Communities” and three other 
“Communities at Risk” have expressed their interest in wanting to learn more about also becoming a “Firewise 
Community”. 
 
The services provided by OSU Extension are truly valuable to the public, especially in rural areas. I am happy 
to have my tax dollars directed to fund their operations. Please give your thoughtful consideration to supporting 
their 2021-23 Base Funding Request of $61.9M. Thank you. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 



Michael Eng 
64705 Lostine River Rd 
Lostine, OR 97857 



 
 
Monday, March 22, 2021 
 
The Honorable Representative Bobby Levy 
900 Court St. NE, H-376 
Salem, OR 97301 
 
Subject: Support OSU Extension 
 
Dear Representative Levy: 
 
Dear Senator Bill Hansell and Representative Bobby Levy, 
 
I am writing to urge your support of the Oregon State University Extension Service’s 2021-23 Base Funding 
Request of $61.9M. When Wallowa County was updated its Comprehensive Wildfire Protection Plan (CWPP) 
in 2017, our Lostine Canyon Community learned that we lived in a newly-designated “Community at Risk” 
from wildfire. And furthermore, our community was evaluated to be at an “Extreme Risk” of large-scale 
wildland fire. 
 
Since then, OSU Extension has been an invaluable partner in helping us learn about what it means to transform 
ourselves into a “fire-adapted community”. With the expert assistance of OSU Extension and other Wallowa 
County-based partners, especially Wallowa Resources, the Oregon Department of Forestry, and the U.S. Forest 
Service, Lostine Canyon became Northeast Oregon’s first nationally recognized “Firewise Community” in 
2019. 
 
OSU Extension organized and led a field workshop on “Conifer Diseases and Pests” to help us better evaluate 
the health of our privately owned woodland lots so that we could develop our individual plans for thinning and 
fuels reduction to lessen our risks from wildfire. On a very short deadline, OSU Extension provided necessary 
expertise in helping us develop a “Forest Management Plan” for a large common lot that posed a particularly 
high wildfire risk to the community, so that we could apply for a thinning and fuels reduction grant being 
offered by USDA’s NRCS. 
 
Once COVID-19 arrived, OSU Extension quickly developed their online offerings to fill the ongoing needs for 
learning about forest management to reduce wildfire risks. A great resource for us was the six-webinar series on 
“Forests of the Northern Blues”, which included a very pertinent session on “Fire-Adapted Communities”. 
 
In summary, I would emphasize that OSU Extension has been an invaluable partner in bringing its field-based 
and online educational expertise, along with its efficient publication development capabilities, to help Wallowa 
County effectively address its significant wildfire risks and guide our residents in becoming a “fire-adaptive 
community”. Much progress is underway. Two additional “Communities at Risk” in Wallowa County are 
currently in the process of becoming nationally recognized as “Firewise Communities” and three other 
“Communities at Risk” have expressed their interest in wanting to learn more about also becoming a “Firewise 
Community”. 
 
The services provided by OSU Extension are truly valuable to the public, especially in rural areas. I am happy 
to have my tax dollars directed to fund their operations. Please give your thoughtful consideration to supporting 
their 2021-23 Base Funding Request of $61.9M. Thank you. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 



Michael Eng 
64705 Lostine River Rd 
Lostine, OR 97857 



 
 
Monday, March 22, 2021 
 
The Honorable Senator Sara Gelser 
900 Court St. NE, S-405 
Salem, OR 97301 
 
Subject: Support the OSU Statewides 
 
Dear Senator Gelser: 
 
I am a 1969 graduate of the College of Forestry, and the chairman of our family forestry business. We depend 
on the research and continuing education provided by OSU's state wide services. 
 
Please support funding the OSU Statewides - OSU Extension, Agricultural Experiment Stations, and Forest 
Research Labs - at $158.5 million for the 2021-23 biennium, which includes a 7.42% continued service level 
increase.  
 
These program areas are continually asked to do more with less. In the Second Special Session of 2020, the 
Statewides took a 2.5% cut. This occurred at a time where much of their programing was quickly pivoted to 
virtual settings. This past year, they have also addressed emerging issues related to public health messaging on 
COVID-19, PPE distributions to the farmworker community, assisting with wildfire evacuations and response 
and more. 
 
This funding will ensure the OSU Statewides can maintain important progress on strategic issues important to 
Oregonians and that current programs can continue in every corner of the state. 
 
More information on how the OSU Statewides impact Oregon's communities can be found here: 
https://ourimpact.oregonstate.edu/ 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
B Bond Starker 
4180 SW Brooklane Dr 
Corvallis, OR 97333 



 
 
Monday, March 22, 2021 
 
The Honorable Representative Dan Rayfield 
900 Court St. NE, H-286 
Salem, OR 97301 
 
Subject: Support the OSU Statewides 
 
Dear Representative Rayfield: 
 
I am a 1969 graduate of the College of Forestry, and the chairman of our family forestry business. We depend 
on the research and continuing education provided by OSU's state wide services. 
 
Please support funding the OSU Statewides - OSU Extension, Agricultural Experiment Stations, and Forest 
Research Labs - at $158.5 million for the 2021-23 biennium, which includes a 7.42% continued service level 
increase.  
 
These program areas are continually asked to do more with less. In the Second Special Session of 2020, the 
Statewides took a 2.5% cut. This occurred at a time where much of their programing was quickly pivoted to 
virtual settings. This past year, they have also addressed emerging issues related to public health messaging on 
COVID-19, PPE distributions to the farmworker community, assisting with wildfire evacuations and response 
and more. 
 
This funding will ensure the OSU Statewides can maintain important progress on strategic issues important to 
Oregonians and that current programs can continue in every corner of the state. 
 
More information on how the OSU Statewides impact Oregon's communities can be found here: 
https://ourimpact.oregonstate.edu/ 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
B Bond Starker 
4180 SW Brooklane Dr 
Corvallis, OR 97333 



 
 
Tuesday, March 23, 2021 
 
The Honorable Senator Dennis Linthicum 
900 Court St. NE, S-305 
Salem, OR 97301 
 
Subject: Support the OSU Statewides 
 
Dear Senator Linthicum: 
 
I live in a small community that believes in supporting each other. OSU Extension Services are a large part of 
that support structure. They support our large Agriculture community, our elderly population with an exercise 
program, our youth in 4-H programming, including in-school visits and SNAP-Ed food programs. 
 
Please support funding the OSU Statewides - OSU Extension, Agricultural Experiment Stations, and Forest 
Research Labs - at $158.5 million for the 2021-23 biennium, which includes a 7.42% continued service level 
increase.  
 
These program areas are continually asked to do more with less. In the Second Special Session of 2020, the 
Statewides took a 2.5% cut. This occurred at a time where much of their programing was quickly pivoted to 
virtual settings. This past year, they have also addressed emerging issues related to public health messaging on 
COVID-19, PPE distributions to the farmworker community, assisting with wildfire evacuations and response 
and more. 
 
This funding will ensure the OSU Statewides can maintain important progress on strategic issues important to 
Oregonians and that current programs can continue in every corner of the state. 
 
More information on how the OSU Statewides impact Oregon's communities can be found here: 
https://ourimpact.oregonstate.edu/ 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Jeannie Anderson 
613 S 3rd St 
Lakeview, OR 97630 



 
 
Tuesday, March 23, 2021 
 
The Honorable Representative Werner Reschke 
900 Court St. NE, H-377 
Salem, OR 97301 
 
Subject: Support the OSU Statewides 
 
Dear Representative Reschke: 
 
I live in a small community that believes in supporting each other. OSU Extension Services are a large part of 
that support structure. They support our large Agriculture community, our elderly population with an exercise 
program, our youth in 4-H programming, including in-school visits and SNAP-Ed food programs. 
 
Please support funding the OSU Statewides - OSU Extension, Agricultural Experiment Stations, and Forest 
Research Labs - at $158.5 million for the 2021-23 biennium, which includes a 7.42% continued service level 
increase.  
 
These program areas are continually asked to do more with less. In the Second Special Session of 2020, the 
Statewides took a 2.5% cut. This occurred at a time where much of their programing was quickly pivoted to 
virtual settings. This past year, they have also addressed emerging issues related to public health messaging on 
COVID-19, PPE distributions to the farmworker community, assisting with wildfire evacuations and response 
and more. 
 
This funding will ensure the OSU Statewides can maintain important progress on strategic issues important to 
Oregonians and that current programs can continue in every corner of the state. 
 
More information on how the OSU Statewides impact Oregon's communities can be found here: 
https://ourimpact.oregonstate.edu/ 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Jeannie Anderson 
613 S 3rd St 
Lakeview, OR 97630 



 
 
Tuesday, March 23, 2021 
 
The Honorable Senator Sara Gelser 
900 Court St. NE, S-405 
Salem, OR 97301 
 
Subject: Support the OSU Statewides 
 
Dear Senator Gelser: 
 
Dear Representative Boshart Davis, 
My name is Dylan and I live in Benton County. I’m in 10th grade and enrolled in a homeschool program called 
Baker Web Academy. I’m involved in the Benton County 4-H program and I get to be a Benton County 
Ambassador and I get to show steers. The Benton County Ambassador program is a great opportunity where I 
get to serve my community and work on life skills like public speaking, leadership, and time management. My 
favorite part of 4-H is the Benton County Fair where I get to show my steer. This year I got a Black Angus 
mixed with Charolais breed and I named him Otis. Last year was my first year of showing steers and I thought it 
was so fun even though my cow was sometimes a little stubborn. Being responsible for an animal teaches you a 
lot. I have learned diligence, responsibility, and record keeping. My 4-H club is called Midvalley Livestock and 
we have the best leader ever. I may be a little bias though. Every month on the second Sunday we have 
meetings that I get to run this year because I am one of the presidents of my club. Every meeting me and the 
other president switch who plans an icebreaker and shares information about our Large Animal Meetings. This 
year my sister is gonna start 4-H and I am so excited for her and to have someone in my family who shows 
steers with me. 4-H is such an amazing experience and has helped me prepare for the future in many ways. One 
way is that I learned leadership skills and public speaking skills which are very important for college and 
everyday life. It also has shown me different ways that I can better serve my community. Last year I got to lead 
the Junior Leader class at my county’s extension office. I learned many leadership skills and how to look 
presentable in front of a crowd. I also got to take on a lot of roles at the fair when we had in person fair. I was in 
charge of the 4-H booth and got to talk to my community about 4-H and give kids prizes for answering 4-H 
questions. Another role I had was to sign people into the fair which was really fun to get to talk to other 4-hers 
and work more on my public speaking skills. This last year with covid was different for me, but the Benton 
County Ambassadors made a way to still serve our community. I got to be an emcee for our virtual awards 
banquet which was very different for me, but I still had fun. 4-H has taught me numerous things and I am so 
excited for the years to come. Thank you so much for taking the time to read this letter and thank you for your 
continued support for the Benton County 4-H and Extension.   
Sincerely, 
Dylan Creager 
 
Please support funding the OSU Statewides - OSU Extension, Agricultural Experiment Stations, and Forest 
Research Labs - at $158.5 million for the 2021-23 biennium, which includes a 7.42% continued service level 
increase.  
 
These program areas are continually asked to do more with less. In the Second Special Session of 2020, the 
Statewides took a 2.5% cut. This occurred at a time where much of their programing was quickly pivoted to 
virtual settings. This past year, they have also addressed emerging issues related to public health messaging on 
COVID-19, PPE distributions to the farmworker community, assisting with wildfire evacuations and response 
and more. 
 
This funding will ensure the OSU Statewides can maintain important progress on strategic issues important to 
Oregonians and that current programs can continue in every corner of the state. 



 
More information on how the OSU Statewides impact Oregon's communities can be found here: 
https://ourimpact.oregonstate.edu/ 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Dylan Creager 
2501 Crocker Ln NW 
Albany, OR 97321 



 
 
Tuesday, March 23, 2021 
 
The Honorable Representative Shelly Boshart Davis 
900 Court St. NE, H-389 
Salem, OR 97301 
 
Subject: Support the OSU Statewides 
 
Dear Representative Boshart Davis: 
 
Dear Representative Boshart Davis, 
My name is Dylan and I live in Benton County. I’m in 10th grade and enrolled in a homeschool program called 
Baker Web Academy. I’m involved in the Benton County 4-H program and I get to be a Benton County 
Ambassador and I get to show steers. The Benton County Ambassador program is a great opportunity where I 
get to serve my community and work on life skills like public speaking, leadership, and time management. My 
favorite part of 4-H is the Benton County Fair where I get to show my steer. This year I got a Black Angus 
mixed with Charolais breed and I named him Otis. Last year was my first year of showing steers and I thought it 
was so fun even though my cow was sometimes a little stubborn. Being responsible for an animal teaches you a 
lot. I have learned diligence, responsibility, and record keeping. My 4-H club is called Midvalley Livestock and 
we have the best leader ever. I may be a little bias though. Every month on the second Sunday we have 
meetings that I get to run this year because I am one of the presidents of my club. Every meeting me and the 
other president switch who plans an icebreaker and shares information about our Large Animal Meetings. This 
year my sister is gonna start 4-H and I am so excited for her and to have someone in my family who shows 
steers with me. 4-H is such an amazing experience and has helped me prepare for the future in many ways. One 
way is that I learned leadership skills and public speaking skills which are very important for college and 
everyday life. It also has shown me different ways that I can better serve my community. Last year I got to lead 
the Junior Leader class at my county’s extension office. I learned many leadership skills and how to look 
presentable in front of a crowd. I also got to take on a lot of roles at the fair when we had in person fair. I was in 
charge of the 4-H booth and got to talk to my community about 4-H and give kids prizes for answering 4-H 
questions. Another role I had was to sign people into the fair which was really fun to get to talk to other 4-hers 
and work more on my public speaking skills. This last year with covid was different for me, but the Benton 
County Ambassadors made a way to still serve our community. I got to be an emcee for our virtual awards 
banquet which was very different for me, but I still had fun. 4-H has taught me numerous things and I am so 
excited for the years to come. Thank you so much for taking the time to read this letter and thank you for your 
continued support for the Benton County 4-H and Extension.   
Sincerely, 
Dylan Creager 
 
Please support funding the OSU Statewides - OSU Extension, Agricultural Experiment Stations, and Forest 
Research Labs - at $158.5 million for the 2021-23 biennium, which includes a 7.42% continued service level 
increase.  
 
These program areas are continually asked to do more with less. In the Second Special Session of 2020, the 
Statewides took a 2.5% cut. This occurred at a time where much of their programing was quickly pivoted to 
virtual settings. This past year, they have also addressed emerging issues related to public health messaging on 
COVID-19, PPE distributions to the farmworker community, assisting with wildfire evacuations and response 
and more. 
 
This funding will ensure the OSU Statewides can maintain important progress on strategic issues important to 
Oregonians and that current programs can continue in every corner of the state. 



 
More information on how the OSU Statewides impact Oregon's communities can be found here: 
https://ourimpact.oregonstate.edu/ 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Dylan Creager 
2501 Crocker Ln NW 
Albany, OR 97321 



 
 
Tuesday, March 23, 2021 
 
The Honorable Senator Lynn Findley 
900 Court St. NE, S-403 
Salem, OR 97301 
 
Subject: Support the OSU Statewides 
 
Dear Senator Findley: 
 
Dear Senator Lynn Findley and Representative Mark Owens, 
I would like to share with you how I have personally seen Grant County Extension 4-H pivot during the 
COVID-19 pandemic.  Grant County 4-H staff worked through the summer to successfully provide a modified 
livestock show August 10-14 following Oregon Health Authority Guidelines.  Other 4-H related contest that 
took place following guidelines as well were shooting sports, static exhibit judging, public speaking and dog 
shows. They were a wonderful example for our community on providing a positive experience for the local 
youth while keeping everyone safe.  I reviewed the plan myself which gave me confidence that guidelines were 
being followed and they kept me in the loop in all planning stages.  Even though the goal post kept moving 
staff kept making the necessary adjustments appropriately and remained positive.  The experience was a fine 
example of leadership during challenging times.  The kids were able to receive an educational component, 
showed growth in their skills and in the end youth were able to sell in the youth livestock auction virtually. Our 
community came forth with a record high sale.   
The current 4-H staff is just a part-time 4-H program assistant who has adjusted to Covid-19 and is continuing 
to work with volunteers and families virtually.  She is providing in school enrichment at Humbolt Elementary 
School as well as online education and opportunities to all 4-H youth.    
The continued effort of this program has been a big impact on the mental health of not just the youth but 
community members.  The 4-H program has continued to provide opportunities and personal connections all 
while responding to the changing environment, being flexible and resourceful backed by determination.  
I fully support and believe that funding for the Oregon State University Extension Service is very important to 
each county in its own unique way.  Grant County 4-H’s service to this community is very impactful.  I hope 
in the future there is funding to expand services at the local level for Grant County in 4-H and agriculture.       
Thank you for your time, 
Commissioner- Jim Hamsher 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Jim Hamsher 
201 S Humbolt St Ste 280 
Canyon City, OR 97820 



 
 
Tuesday, March 23, 2021 
 
The Honorable Representative Mark Owens 
900 Court St. NE, H-475 
Salem, OR 97301 
 
Subject: Support the OSU Statewides 
 
Dear Representative Owens: 
 
Dear Senator Lynn Findley and Representative Mark Owens, 
I would like to share with you how I have personally seen Grant County Extension 4-H pivot during the 
COVID-19 pandemic.  Grant County 4-H staff worked through the summer to successfully provide a modified 
livestock show August 10-14 following Oregon Health Authority Guidelines.  Other 4-H related contest that 
took place following guidelines as well were shooting sports, static exhibit judging, public speaking and dog 
shows. They were a wonderful example for our community on providing a positive experience for the local 
youth while keeping everyone safe.  I reviewed the plan myself which gave me confidence that guidelines were 
being followed and they kept me in the loop in all planning stages.  Even though the goal post kept moving 
staff kept making the necessary adjustments appropriately and remained positive.  The experience was a fine 
example of leadership during challenging times.  The kids were able to receive an educational component, 
showed growth in their skills and in the end youth were able to sell in the youth livestock auction virtually. Our 
community came forth with a record high sale.   
The current 4-H staff is just a part-time 4-H program assistant who has adjusted to Covid-19 and is continuing 
to work with volunteers and families virtually.  She is providing in school enrichment at Humbolt Elementary 
School as well as online education and opportunities to all 4-H youth.    
The continued effort of this program has been a big impact on the mental health of not just the youth but 
community members.  The 4-H program has continued to provide opportunities and personal connections all 
while responding to the changing environment, being flexible and resourceful backed by determination.  
I fully support and believe that funding for the Oregon State University Extension Service is very important to 
each county in its own unique way.  Grant County 4-H’s service to this community is very impactful.  I hope 
in the future there is funding to expand services at the local level for Grant County in 4-H and agriculture.       
Thank you for your time, 
Commissioner- Jim Hamsher 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Jim Hamsher 
201 S Humbolt St Ste 280 
Canyon City, OR 97820 



 
 
Wednesday, March 24, 2021 
 
The Honorable Senator Lynn Findley 
900 Court St. NE, S-403 
Salem, OR 97301 
 
Subject: Support the OSU Statewides 
 
Dear Senator Findley: 
 
I am writing in support of funding for OSU's Statewides.  The Experiment Station and accompanying 
Extension offices in the Columbia River Gorge are a vital part of our region.  Research projects funded by the 
fruit industry and completed by OSU scientists and technicians are a vital part of keeping us in business.  The 
pear industry of Oregon is centered in Hood River.  The Oregon cherry industry is centered in The Dalles.  
Both of these crops are responsible for millions of dollars and thousands of jobs in our state.  The exporting of 
both of those crops makes Oregon a leader in ag exports and income for ag in Oregon.  Without adequate 
funding for our experiment station and extension offices, our competitive edge would decline with other states 
and countries. 
Please continue to give the Oregon Statewide's the support they deserve! 
Thank you for your time. 
Jeff Heater 
 
Please support funding the OSU Statewides - OSU Extension, Agricultural Experiment Stations, and Forest 
Research Labs - at $158.5 million for the 2021-23 biennium, which includes a 7.42% continued service level 
increase.  
 
These program areas are continually asked to do more with less. In the Second Special Session of 2020, the 
Statewides took a 2.5% cut. This occurred at a time where much of their programing was quickly pivoted to 
virtual settings. This past year, they have also addressed emerging issues related to public health messaging on 
COVID-19, PPE distributions to the farmworker community, assisting with wildfire evacuations and response 
and more. 
 
This funding will ensure the OSU Statewides can maintain important progress on strategic issues important to 
Oregonians and that current programs can continue in every corner of the state. 
 
More information on how the OSU Statewides impact Oregon's communities can be found here: 
https://ourimpact.oregonstate.edu/ 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Jeff Heater 
3735 Three Mile Rd 
The Dalles, OR 97058 



 
 
Wednesday, March 24, 2021 
 
The Honorable Representative Daniel Bonham 
900 Court St. NE, H-483 
Salem, OR 97301 
 
Subject: Support the OSU Statewides 
 
Dear Representative Bonham: 
 
I am writing in support of funding for OSU's Statewides.  The Experiment Station and accompanying 
Extension offices in the Columbia River Gorge are a vital part of our region.  Research projects funded by the 
fruit industry and completed by OSU scientists and technicians are a vital part of keeping us in business.  The 
pear industry of Oregon is centered in Hood River.  The Oregon cherry industry is centered in The Dalles.  
Both of these crops are responsible for millions of dollars and thousands of jobs in our state.  The exporting of 
both of those crops makes Oregon a leader in ag exports and income for ag in Oregon.  Without adequate 
funding for our experiment station and extension offices, our competitive edge would decline with other states 
and countries. 
Please continue to give the Oregon Statewide's the support they deserve! 
Thank you for your time. 
Jeff Heater 
 
Please support funding the OSU Statewides - OSU Extension, Agricultural Experiment Stations, and Forest 
Research Labs - at $158.5 million for the 2021-23 biennium, which includes a 7.42% continued service level 
increase.  
 
These program areas are continually asked to do more with less. In the Second Special Session of 2020, the 
Statewides took a 2.5% cut. This occurred at a time where much of their programing was quickly pivoted to 
virtual settings. This past year, they have also addressed emerging issues related to public health messaging on 
COVID-19, PPE distributions to the farmworker community, assisting with wildfire evacuations and response 
and more. 
 
This funding will ensure the OSU Statewides can maintain important progress on strategic issues important to 
Oregonians and that current programs can continue in every corner of the state. 
 
More information on how the OSU Statewides impact Oregon's communities can be found here: 
https://ourimpact.oregonstate.edu/ 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Jeff Heater 
3735 Three Mile Rd 
The Dalles, OR 97058 



 
 
Wednesday, March 24, 2021 
 
The Honorable Senator Floyd Prozanski 
900 Court St. NE, S-413 
Salem, OR 97301 
 
Subject: Restore funding cuts! RE: OSU Statewides 
 
Dear Senator Prozanski: 
 
I garden.  Actually, I do more than that.  My first college degree was in Biology, focused on becoming a 
researcher.  So, I've been following the droughts we've been having in Oregon these last few years.  We're in a 
moderate drought condition right now, March 17th, in the Eugene area.  Check out drought.gov and see where 
we are now.  Point is, the Willamette Valley farmers grow a lot of things, food being one, and if we're going to 
keep being productive, we need to figure out how to deal with drought impacts on farmers -- and the people 
who depend on them -- for food.  Extension has been doing research with farmers, reaching out to farmers, to 
do just that, by using dryland farming techiques.  Last year, in my backyard garden, I tried different ways of 
growing and not using much water, with the idea of potentially developing working hypotheses that could 
potentially be tested scientifically. 
 
Here's what they say on their website about the program . . . 
 
"Questions like, 'How are we going to live with lower levels of water?' and, 'What part should each of us play in 
becoming more sustainable?' will be questions well worth asking. This is why the OSU Extension Service Small 
Farms Program, Dry Farming Collaborative, and others like it are so essential to the welfare of our state’s 
agriculture." 
 
Like, no kidding!  Here's some more . . . 
 
"Along with providing a place to share best practices, the OSU Small Farms Program hosts various Dry 
Farming Field Days where participants can see dry-farmed crops in the ground, do side-by-side taste 
comparisons of dry farmed and irrigated crops, learn about dry farming management practices that help to 
conserve soil moisture, as well as talk to soil scientists and experienced dry farmers." 
 
YES, this extension typically has field days to come on out and see what's been growing well, and not so well.  
But last year, Covid prevented that from happening, so they went virtual and kept the program going to serve 
both farmers and gardeners like me.  I attended at least one of them, and these ;programs are REALLY 
GREAT!  Great information, very practical, and very engaging . . . if you grow vegetables, of course.  I 
believe we even had folks from other states join us, too!   
 
They recently presented the results of last year's field tests during their one-day annual conference for 2021, and 
the information was so good, when I learned about an early and highly productive potato variety using dry 
farming methods, I immediately ordered that seed potato online.  I mean, while the conference session was in 
progress!  Point here is, Extension translates scientific research into everyday practical language for farmers 
and others without a science background.  My other degree is a Master's in Science Education, and as a former 
teacher, part of my job was to "translate" science into everyday understandable language for students.  In other 
words, I know whereof I speak, and Extension translates science talk into that kind of practical information to 
and for farmers. 
 
I'm not a farmer, but I appreciate farmers, and I appreciate Extension and its outreach to folks like me, too. 



Extension has a big job to do, and frankly, that means funding.  So, I'm asking you to support the requested 
budget increase so farmers and everyone whose lives Extension touches can do the kind of BIG THINGS that 
really need doing. 
 
And look, everything I've been talking about so far is about food and farming, so it's a no-brainer that the OSU 
Agricultural Research Station, well, does research important to agriculture.  Also, the OSU Forest Research 
Lab, they're obviously working on tree research.  AND, and . . . what I've already referenced about drought and 
water, that impacts forests too.  And the wildfires this last year . . . ABSOLUTELY DEVASTATING, right?  
RIGHT!  So, farmers and foresters need to do the kind of research to deal with these relatively new impacts to 
agriculture and forestry. 
 
May I add a few exclamation marks here, about everything I've said?  !!!!!!!  
 
So finally, here's what I am asking from you.  Support OSU Extension Service along with the Agricultural 
Research Station and the Forest Research Lab by restoring the 2020 funding cuts -- and add even more funding 
to, at the very least, cover cost increases.  Frankly, given all the "new stuff" out there, all the potential impacts 
from drought and probable severe impacts from last years wildfires, it would seem that increased funding like 
never before seen would be more appropriate, would be needed, would be an Excellent investment for the future 
of agriculutre and forests in Oregon.  
 
Thank you for your serious consideration in this regard. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Al LePage, M.Ed. Science, B.S. Biology 
Member, Dry Farming Institute (an offshoot of this OSU extension program) 
"Backyard Vegetable Gardener" 
1944 Cleveland Street 
Eugene, Oregon 97405 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
ALBERT LEPAGE 
1944 Cleveland St 
Eugene, OR 97405 



 
 
Wednesday, March 24, 2021 
 
The Honorable Representative Paul Holvey 
900 Court St. NE, H-277 
Salem, OR 97301 
 
Subject: Restore funding cuts! RE: OSU Statewides 
 
Dear Representative Holvey: 
 
I garden.  Actually, I do more than that.  My first college degree was in Biology, focused on becoming a 
researcher.  So, I've been following the droughts we've been having in Oregon these last few years.  We're in a 
moderate drought condition right now, March 17th, in the Eugene area.  Check out drought.gov and see where 
we are now.  Point is, the Willamette Valley farmers grow a lot of things, food being one, and if we're going to 
keep being productive, we need to figure out how to deal with drought impacts on farmers -- and the people 
who depend on them -- for food.  Extension has been doing research with farmers, reaching out to farmers, to 
do just that, by using dryland farming techiques.  Last year, in my backyard garden, I tried different ways of 
growing and not using much water, with the idea of potentially developing working hypotheses that could 
potentially be tested scientifically. 
 
Here's what they say on their website about the program . . . 
 
"Questions like, 'How are we going to live with lower levels of water?' and, 'What part should each of us play in 
becoming more sustainable?' will be questions well worth asking. This is why the OSU Extension Service Small 
Farms Program, Dry Farming Collaborative, and others like it are so essential to the welfare of our state’s 
agriculture." 
 
Like, no kidding!  Here's some more . . . 
 
"Along with providing a place to share best practices, the OSU Small Farms Program hosts various Dry 
Farming Field Days where participants can see dry-farmed crops in the ground, do side-by-side taste 
comparisons of dry farmed and irrigated crops, learn about dry farming management practices that help to 
conserve soil moisture, as well as talk to soil scientists and experienced dry farmers." 
 
YES, this extension typically has field days to come on out and see what's been growing well, and not so well.  
But last year, Covid prevented that from happening, so they went virtual and kept the program going to serve 
both farmers and gardeners like me.  I attended at least one of them, and these ;programs are REALLY 
GREAT!  Great information, very practical, and very engaging . . . if you grow vegetables, of course.  I 
believe we even had folks from other states join us, too!   
 
They recently presented the results of last year's field tests during their one-day annual conference for 2021, and 
the information was so good, when I learned about an early and highly productive potato variety using dry 
farming methods, I immediately ordered that seed potato online.  I mean, while the conference session was in 
progress!  Point here is, Extension translates scientific research into everyday practical language for farmers 
and others without a science background.  My other degree is a Master's in Science Education, and as a former 
teacher, part of my job was to "translate" science into everyday understandable language for students.  In other 
words, I know whereof I speak, and Extension translates science talk into that kind of practical information to 
and for farmers. 
 
I'm not a farmer, but I appreciate farmers, and I appreciate Extension and its outreach to folks like me, too. 



Extension has a big job to do, and frankly, that means funding.  So, I'm asking you to support the requested 
budget increase so farmers and everyone whose lives Extension touches can do the kind of BIG THINGS that 
really need doing. 
 
And look, everything I've been talking about so far is about food and farming, so it's a no-brainer that the OSU 
Agricultural Research Station, well, does research important to agriculture.  Also, the OSU Forest Research 
Lab, they're obviously working on tree research.  AND, and . . . what I've already referenced about drought and 
water, that impacts forests too.  And the wildfires this last year . . . ABSOLUTELY DEVASTATING, right?  
RIGHT!  So, farmers and foresters need to do the kind of research to deal with these relatively new impacts to 
agriculture and forestry. 
 
May I add a few exclamation marks here, about everything I've said?  !!!!!!!  
 
So finally, here's what I am asking from you.  Support OSU Extension Service along with the Agricultural 
Research Station and the Forest Research Lab by restoring the 2020 funding cuts -- and add even more funding 
to, at the very least, cover cost increases.  Frankly, given all the "new stuff" out there, all the potential impacts 
from drought and probable severe impacts from last years wildfires, it would seem that increased funding like 
never before seen would be more appropriate, would be needed, would be an Excellent investment for the future 
of agriculutre and forests in Oregon.  
 
Thank you for your serious consideration in this regard. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Al LePage, M.Ed. Science, B.S. Biology 
Member, Dry Farming Institute (an offshoot of this OSU extension program) 
"Backyard Vegetable Gardener" 
1944 Cleveland Street 
Eugene, Oregon 97405 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
ALBERT LEPAGE 
1944 Cleveland St 
Eugene, OR 97405 



 
 
Wednesday, March 24, 2021 
 
The Honorable Senator Betsy Johnson 
900 Court St. NE, S-209 
Salem, OR 97301 
 
Subject: Support the OSU Statewides 
 
Dear Senator Johnson: 
 
My name is Tully Daire, and I am a Clatsop County 4-H member and state ambassador. 4-H has been a really 
important part of my youth, and to more much of our community. 
 
Please support funding the OSU Statewides - OSU Extension, Agricultural Experiment Stations, and Forest 
Research Labs - at $158.5 million for the 2021-23 biennium, which includes a 7.42% continued service level 
increase.  
 
These program areas are continually asked to do more with less. In the Second Special Session of 2020, the 
Statewides took a 2.5% cut. This occurred at a time where much of their programing was quickly pivoted to 
virtual settings. This past year, they have also addressed emerging issues related to public health messaging on 
COVID-19, PPE distributions to the farmworker community, assisting with wildfire evacuations and response 
and more. 
 
This funding will ensure the OSU Statewides can maintain important progress on strategic issues important to 
Oregonians and that current programs can continue in every corner of the state. 
 
More information on how the OSU Statewides impact Oregon's communities can be found here: 
https://ourimpact.oregonstate.edu/ 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Martin Tully Daire 
5249 Birch St 
Astoria, OR 97103 



 
 
Wednesday, March 24, 2021 
 
The Honorable Representative Suzanne Weber 
900 Court St. NE, H-483 
Salem, OR 97301 
 
Subject: Support the OSU Statewides 
 
Dear Representative Weber: 
 
My name is Tully Daire, and I am a Clatsop County 4-H member and state ambassador. 4-H has been a really 
important part of my youth, and to more much of our community. 
 
Please support funding the OSU Statewides - OSU Extension, Agricultural Experiment Stations, and Forest 
Research Labs - at $158.5 million for the 2021-23 biennium, which includes a 7.42% continued service level 
increase.  
 
These program areas are continually asked to do more with less. In the Second Special Session of 2020, the 
Statewides took a 2.5% cut. This occurred at a time where much of their programing was quickly pivoted to 
virtual settings. This past year, they have also addressed emerging issues related to public health messaging on 
COVID-19, PPE distributions to the farmworker community, assisting with wildfire evacuations and response 
and more. 
 
This funding will ensure the OSU Statewides can maintain important progress on strategic issues important to 
Oregonians and that current programs can continue in every corner of the state. 
 
More information on how the OSU Statewides impact Oregon's communities can be found here: 
https://ourimpact.oregonstate.edu/ 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Martin Tully Daire 
5249 Birch St 
Astoria, OR 97103 



 
 
Wednesday, March 24, 2021 
 
The Honorable Senator Bill Hansell 
900 Court St. NE, S-415 
Salem, OR 97301 
 
Subject: Support the OSU Statewides 
 
Dear Senator Hansell: 
 
Growing up in the rural Northwest has been good for me and my family. When I was still in public school, I 
helped manage and operate Fanning Brothers Eggs.  Our business grew from a small 4-H project of about 30 
hens to a successful egg-production business with 3000 layers. Extension service resources and assistance 
provided research-based solutions for us: building design and construction, feed formulas, and production and 
marketing techniques. By the time I was graduated from high school our little business had paid off all its debts, 
the mortgage on our home and provided our family with additional income for several years. 
In more recent times, my wife and I have learned a great deal from local county agents and regional specialists 
through face-to-face discussion, field days and online programs: how to identify and control garden pests and 
plant diseases, how to manage forest land and approaches to timber harvest and marketing. 
Hundreds of other families in Eastern Oregon have benefitted from the continued diligent work of OSU’s 
Extension Service, Forest Research Lab and Ag Experiment Station, as much or more than I have. Growth of 
Eastern Oregon’s agricultural economy needs all the help it can get.  Please support the increases requested by 
the Oregon Statewide Public Services for $18.6 M in operational funding for the 2021-2023 biennium. 
 
Please support funding the OSU Statewides - OSU Extension, Agricultural Experiment Stations, and Forest 
Research Labs - at $158.5 million for the 2021-23 biennium, which includes a 7.42% continued service level 
increase.  
 
These program areas are continually asked to do more with less. In the Second Special Session of 2020, the 
Statewides took a 2.5% cut. This occurred at a time where much of their programing was quickly pivoted to 
virtual settings. This past year, they have also addressed emerging issues related to public health messaging on 
COVID-19, PPE distributions to the farmworker community, assisting with wildfire evacuations and response 
and more. 
 
This funding will ensure the OSU Statewides can maintain important progress on strategic issues important to 
Oregonians and that current programs can continue in every corner of the state. 
 
More information on how the OSU Statewides impact Oregon's communities can be found here: 
https://ourimpact.oregonstate.edu/ 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
James Fanning 
59518 Freezeout Rd 
Imnaha, OR 97842 



 
 
Wednesday, March 24, 2021 
 
The Honorable Representative Bobby Levy 
900 Court St. NE, H-376 
Salem, OR 97301 
 
Subject: Support the OSU Statewides 
 
Dear Representative Levy: 
 
Growing up in the rural Northwest has been good for me and my family. When I was still in public school, I 
helped manage and operate Fanning Brothers Eggs.  Our business grew from a small 4-H project of about 30 
hens to a successful egg-production business with 3000 layers. Extension service resources and assistance 
provided research-based solutions for us: building design and construction, feed formulas, and production and 
marketing techniques. By the time I was graduated from high school our little business had paid off all its debts, 
the mortgage on our home and provided our family with additional income for several years. 
In more recent times, my wife and I have learned a great deal from local county agents and regional specialists 
through face-to-face discussion, field days and online programs: how to identify and control garden pests and 
plant diseases, how to manage forest land and approaches to timber harvest and marketing. 
Hundreds of other families in Eastern Oregon have benefitted from the continued diligent work of OSU’s 
Extension Service, Forest Research Lab and Ag Experiment Station, as much or more than I have. Growth of 
Eastern Oregon’s agricultural economy needs all the help it can get.  Please support the increases requested by 
the Oregon Statewide Public Services for $18.6 M in operational funding for the 2021-2023 biennium. 
 
Please support funding the OSU Statewides - OSU Extension, Agricultural Experiment Stations, and Forest 
Research Labs - at $158.5 million for the 2021-23 biennium, which includes a 7.42% continued service level 
increase.  
 
These program areas are continually asked to do more with less. In the Second Special Session of 2020, the 
Statewides took a 2.5% cut. This occurred at a time where much of their programing was quickly pivoted to 
virtual settings. This past year, they have also addressed emerging issues related to public health messaging on 
COVID-19, PPE distributions to the farmworker community, assisting with wildfire evacuations and response 
and more. 
 
This funding will ensure the OSU Statewides can maintain important progress on strategic issues important to 
Oregonians and that current programs can continue in every corner of the state. 
 
More information on how the OSU Statewides impact Oregon's communities can be found here: 
https://ourimpact.oregonstate.edu/ 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
James Fanning 
59518 Freezeout Rd 
Imnaha, OR 97842 



 
 
Wednesday, March 24, 2021 
 
The Honorable Senator Lynn Findley 
900 Court St. NE, S-403 
Salem, OR 97301 
 
Subject: Support the OSU Statewides 
 
Dear Senator Findley: 
 
I would like to add my 2₵ from a personal prospective in regards to the upcoming budgeting for “OSU 
Statewide Public Service Programs Help Oregon Thrive” issues 
I started with learning curve The Tree School thru CCC in Oregon City; I timed my visits to the valley so I 
could attend.  I also help out @ Christmas tree farm in Clackamas county when I can.. I have 40 acres of 
woods in the John Day Valley that are in dire need of attention – or I will eventually lose them. They have been 
neglected for decades. And I learned all sorts of things – especially about fire prevention & safety  
But now that I have been participating in the Eastern Oregon Forestry webinars – I am amazed how much I DO 
NOT know that will be extremely helpful ;0) 
I also make use of the county extension offices for canning & gardening issues 
I DO NOT want to lose any of the above and I’m sure there are more programs that will be equally helpful, just 
as soon as I find them ;) 
Thank You 
Ray Pine 
 
Please support funding the OSU Statewides - OSU Extension, Agricultural Experiment Stations, and Forest 
Research Labs - at $158.5 million for the 2021-23 biennium, which includes a 7.42% continued service level 
increase.  
 
These program areas are continually asked to do more with less. In the Second Special Session of 2020, the 
Statewides took a 2.5% cut. This occurred at a time where much of their programing was quickly pivoted to 
virtual settings. This past year, they have also addressed emerging issues related to public health messaging on 
COVID-19, PPE distributions to the farmworker community, assisting with wildfire evacuations and response 
and more. 
 
This funding will ensure the OSU Statewides can maintain important progress on strategic issues important to 
Oregonians and that current programs can continue in every corner of the state. 
 
More information on how the OSU Statewides impact Oregon's communities can be found here: 
https://ourimpact.oregonstate.edu/ 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Ray Pine 
PO Box 73 
Dayville, OR 97825 



 
 
Wednesday, March 24, 2021 
 
The Honorable Representative Mark Owens 
900 Court St. NE, H-475 
Salem, OR 97301 
 
Subject: Support the OSU Statewides 
 
Dear Representative Owens: 
 
I would like to add my 2₵ from a personal prospective in regards to the upcoming budgeting for “OSU 
Statewide Public Service Programs Help Oregon Thrive” issues 
I started with learning curve The Tree School thru CCC in Oregon City; I timed my visits to the valley so I 
could attend.  I also help out @ Christmas tree farm in Clackamas county when I can.. I have 40 acres of 
woods in the John Day Valley that are in dire need of attention – or I will eventually lose them. They have been 
neglected for decades. And I learned all sorts of things – especially about fire prevention & safety  
But now that I have been participating in the Eastern Oregon Forestry webinars – I am amazed how much I DO 
NOT know that will be extremely helpful ;0) 
I also make use of the county extension offices for canning & gardening issues 
I DO NOT want to lose any of the above and I’m sure there are more programs that will be equally helpful, just 
as soon as I find them ;) 
Thank You 
Ray Pine 
 
Please support funding the OSU Statewides - OSU Extension, Agricultural Experiment Stations, and Forest 
Research Labs - at $158.5 million for the 2021-23 biennium, which includes a 7.42% continued service level 
increase.  
 
These program areas are continually asked to do more with less. In the Second Special Session of 2020, the 
Statewides took a 2.5% cut. This occurred at a time where much of their programing was quickly pivoted to 
virtual settings. This past year, they have also addressed emerging issues related to public health messaging on 
COVID-19, PPE distributions to the farmworker community, assisting with wildfire evacuations and response 
and more. 
 
This funding will ensure the OSU Statewides can maintain important progress on strategic issues important to 
Oregonians and that current programs can continue in every corner of the state. 
 
More information on how the OSU Statewides impact Oregon's communities can be found here: 
https://ourimpact.oregonstate.edu/ 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Ray Pine 
PO Box 73 
Dayville, OR 97825 



 
 
Wednesday, March 24, 2021 
 
The Honorable Senator Sara Gelser 
900 Court St. NE, S-405 
Salem, OR 97301 
 
Subject: Support the OSU Statewides 
 
Dear Senator Gelser: 
 
Senators, Ron Wyden and Jeff Merkley and All State Representatives, 
 
   Hi, my name is Rebecca Lorain. I am apart of the Benton County 4-H clubs, Young Riders and Hoskins 
Livestock. I am also apart of the Benton County Ambassador Program. I have been in 4-H for 8 years and I am 
senior this year.  
 
The Benton County extension has made a difference for me and my family by giving me a sense of community 
and learning from other people. 
 
I’ve seen Benton County extension helped with the wild fires in September by helping taking care of the 
animals with many volunteers. 
 
Benton County extension has helped with Covid-19 by still showing support for 4-Hers by having safe ways we 
can show our animals at fair, having fun actives from time to time with safe social distancing and wearing 
masks, and way more! 
 
I and the Benton County extension are requesting for a funding increase for OSU extension and the Statewide 
Services. The Statewides are looking for an increase of $158.5 M in operational funding for for the 2021-23 
biennium. This is including a 7.42% continuing level increase. 
 
Thank you so much for your time. 
 
                               Rebecca Lorain 
 
Please support funding the OSU Statewides - OSU Extension, Agricultural Experiment Stations, and Forest 
Research Labs - at $158.5 million for the 2021-23 biennium, which includes a 7.42% continued service level 
increase.  
 
These program areas are continually asked to do more with less. In the Second Special Session of 2020, the 
Statewides took a 2.5% cut. This occurred at a time where much of their programing was quickly pivoted to 
virtual settings. This past year, they have also addressed emerging issues related to public health messaging on 
COVID-19, PPE distributions to the farmworker community, assisting with wildfire evacuations and response 
and more. 
 
This funding will ensure the OSU Statewides can maintain important progress on strategic issues important to 
Oregonians and that current programs can continue in every corner of the state. 
 
More information on how the OSU Statewides impact Oregon's communities can be found here: 
https://ourimpact.oregonstate.edu/ 
 



Sincerely, 
 
 
Rebecca Lorain 
588 Canberra Dr 
Philomath, OR 97370 



 
 
Wednesday, March 24, 2021 
 
The Honorable Representative Dan Rayfield 
900 Court St. NE, H-286 
Salem, OR 97301 
 
Subject: Support the OSU Statewides 
 
Dear Representative Rayfield: 
 
Senators, Ron Wyden and Jeff Merkley and All State Representatives, 
 
   Hi, my name is Rebecca Lorain. I am apart of the Benton County 4-H clubs, Young Riders and Hoskins 
Livestock. I am also apart of the Benton County Ambassador Program. I have been in 4-H for 8 years and I am 
senior this year.  
 
The Benton County extension has made a difference for me and my family by giving me a sense of community 
and learning from other people. 
 
I’ve seen Benton County extension helped with the wild fires in September by helping taking care of the 
animals with many volunteers. 
 
Benton County extension has helped with Covid-19 by still showing support for 4-Hers by having safe ways we 
can show our animals at fair, having fun actives from time to time with safe social distancing and wearing 
masks, and way more! 
 
I and the Benton County extension are requesting for a funding increase for OSU extension and the Statewide 
Services. The Statewides are looking for an increase of $158.5 M in operational funding for for the 2021-23 
biennium. This is including a 7.42% continuing level increase. 
 
Thank you so much for your time. 
 
                               Rebecca Lorain 
 
Please support funding the OSU Statewides - OSU Extension, Agricultural Experiment Stations, and Forest 
Research Labs - at $158.5 million for the 2021-23 biennium, which includes a 7.42% continued service level 
increase.  
 
These program areas are continually asked to do more with less. In the Second Special Session of 2020, the 
Statewides took a 2.5% cut. This occurred at a time where much of their programing was quickly pivoted to 
virtual settings. This past year, they have also addressed emerging issues related to public health messaging on 
COVID-19, PPE distributions to the farmworker community, assisting with wildfire evacuations and response 
and more. 
 
This funding will ensure the OSU Statewides can maintain important progress on strategic issues important to 
Oregonians and that current programs can continue in every corner of the state. 
 
More information on how the OSU Statewides impact Oregon's communities can be found here: 
https://ourimpact.oregonstate.edu/ 
 



Sincerely, 
 
 
Rebecca Lorain 
588 Canberra Dr 
Philomath, OR 97370 



 
 
Wednesday, March 24, 2021 
 
The Honorable Senator Lynn Findley 
900 Court St. NE, S-403 
Salem, OR 97301 
 
Subject: Support the OSU Statewides 
 
Dear Senator Findley: 
 
We humans are really good responding to an immediate crisis. 
When the forest fire is raging, we take action. 
We don't recognize slow moving problems. 
Such as a private forestland growing into a more flammable state. 
This is where education, provided by OSU extension services comes in. 
This education can save lives. 
We can't fire proof a forest, but we can increase the safety by reducing the fire behavior.  
And so, escape becomes easier for residents, and firefighters can engage the fire with increased safety. 
 
You can help save the lives of Oregonians.  
What would Tom McCall Do? 
 
Please support funding the OSU Statewides - OSU Extension, Agricultural Experiment Stations, and Forest 
Research Labs - at $158.5 million for the 2021-23 biennium, which includes a 7.42% continued service level 
increase.  
 
These program areas are continually asked to do more with less. In the Second Special Session of 2020, the 
Statewides took a 2.5% cut. This occurred at a time where much of their programing was quickly pivoted to 
virtual settings. This past year, they have also addressed emerging issues related to public health messaging on 
COVID-19, PPE distributions to the farmworker community, assisting with wildfire evacuations and response 
and more. 
 
This funding will ensure the OSU Statewides can maintain important progress on strategic issues important to 
Oregonians and that current programs can continue in every corner of the state. 
 
More information on how the OSU Statewides impact Oregon's communities can be found here: 
https://ourimpact.oregonstate.edu/ 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
SCOTT MCDONALD 
PO Box 84 
Mount Vernon, OR 97865 



 
 
Wednesday, March 24, 2021 
 
The Honorable Representative Mark Owens 
900 Court St. NE, H-475 
Salem, OR 97301 
 
Subject: Support the OSU Statewides 
 
Dear Representative Owens: 
 
We humans are really good responding to an immediate crisis. 
When the forest fire is raging, we take action. 
We don't recognize slow moving problems. 
Such as a private forestland growing into a more flammable state. 
This is where education, provided by OSU extension services comes in. 
This education can save lives. 
We can't fire proof a forest, but we can increase the safety by reducing the fire behavior.  
And so, escape becomes easier for residents, and firefighters can engage the fire with increased safety. 
 
You can help save the lives of Oregonians.  
What would Tom McCall Do? 
 
Please support funding the OSU Statewides - OSU Extension, Agricultural Experiment Stations, and Forest 
Research Labs - at $158.5 million for the 2021-23 biennium, which includes a 7.42% continued service level 
increase.  
 
These program areas are continually asked to do more with less. In the Second Special Session of 2020, the 
Statewides took a 2.5% cut. This occurred at a time where much of their programing was quickly pivoted to 
virtual settings. This past year, they have also addressed emerging issues related to public health messaging on 
COVID-19, PPE distributions to the farmworker community, assisting with wildfire evacuations and response 
and more. 
 
This funding will ensure the OSU Statewides can maintain important progress on strategic issues important to 
Oregonians and that current programs can continue in every corner of the state. 
 
More information on how the OSU Statewides impact Oregon's communities can be found here: 
https://ourimpact.oregonstate.edu/ 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
SCOTT MCDONALD 
PO Box 84 
Mount Vernon, OR 97865 



 
 
Thursday, March 25, 2021 
 
The Honorable Senator Floyd Prozanski 
900 Court St. NE, S-413 
Salem, OR 97301 
 
Subject: Support the OSU Statewides 
 
Dear Senator Prozanski: 
 
In 2020, I moved to Oregon to work for a land management agency. I have been very impressed with OSU's 
Extension program and urge you to restore and increase funding for the Statewides to maintain it's services. 
Free virtual classes and valuable publication archives have allowed me to connect with specialists and get up to 
speed on management issues in Oregon's ecosystems. Extension programs have also helped local landowners 
start to recover, economically and ecologically, from the 2020 fires, and I hope they will have the resources to 
support long-term recovery, adaptation, and preparedness as fire patterns change throughout the state. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Devin McMahon 
1134 Toketee Ranger Station Rd 
Idleyld Park, OR 97447 



 
 
Thursday, March 25, 2021 
 
The Honorable Representative Cedric Hayden 
900 Court St. NE, H-492 
Salem, OR 97301 
 
Subject: Support the OSU Statewides 
 
Dear Representative Hayden: 
 
In 2020, I moved to Oregon to work for a land management agency. I have been very impressed with OSU's 
Extension program and urge you to restore and increase funding for the Statewides to maintain it's services. 
Free virtual classes and valuable publication archives have allowed me to connect with specialists and get up to 
speed on management issues in Oregon's ecosystems. Extension programs have also helped local landowners 
start to recover, economically and ecologically, from the 2020 fires, and I hope they will have the resources to 
support long-term recovery, adaptation, and preparedness as fire patterns change throughout the state. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Devin McMahon 
1134 Toketee Ranger Station Rd 
Idleyld Park, OR 97447 



 
 
Thursday, March 25, 2021 
 
The Honorable Senator Chuck Riley 
900 Court St. NE, S-303 
Salem, OR 97301 
 
Subject: Support the OSU Statewides 
 
Dear Senator Riley: 
 
March 22, 2021 
 
 
 
Dear Representative,  
 
My name is Ivette Alonso Garcia, I am a freshman at Liberty High School in Hillsboro Oregon, In the 
Washington County area. I am a first-generation college Latina woman and I am involved in the 4-H program. 
The 4-H program is for young people like me interested in leadership opportunities in the community, guide 
toward success, discovering/applying abilities and strength that guides us/prepares us for our future and so 
much more.  
 
Education is very important for every generation. My family and I are very thankful for the 4-H program it has 
a very big positive impact on us. It has brought many opportunities and without 4-H we will not be standing 
right here right now if it wasn’t for them. I have been a part of 4-H since 2016 and have learned a lot since then.  
 
Now I refer to you legislators, to continue supporting the 4-H program as it is a very good program and possibly 
expand 4-H to more communities since our best investment is in the education of our upcoming generations. 
 
In 4-H, all students learn how to critically think, be respectful and problem solve. For young students, they will 
learn to strengthen their social and emotional development. 4-H provides an environment for any age students 
to explore, play with peers, and build self-confidence. 
 
Thank you so much for your time and I hope you will take my letter into consideration and continue supporting 
the 4-H program and possibly even extending it to more communities around the state of Oregon. If you have 
any questions/ comments please don’t hesitate to contact me at aloni872@hsd.k12.or.us or (971)-323-9618.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
Ivette Alonso Garcia 
Freshman at Liberty High School 
 
Please support funding the OSU Statewides - OSU Extension, Agricultural Experiment Stations, and Forest 
Research Labs - at $158.5 million for the 2021-23 biennium, which includes a 7.42% continued service level 
increase.  
 
These program areas are continually asked to do more with less. In the Second Special Session of 2020, the 
Statewides took a 2.5% cut. This occurred at a time where much of their programing was quickly pivoted to 
virtual settings. This past year, they have also addressed emerging issues related to public health messaging on 
COVID-19, PPE distributions to the farmworker community, assisting with wildfire evacuations and response 



and more. 
 
This funding will ensure the OSU Statewides can maintain important progress on strategic issues important to 
Oregonians and that current programs can continue in every corner of the state. 
 
More information on how the OSU Statewides impact Oregon's communities can be found here: 
https://ourimpact.oregonstate.edu/ 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Ivette Alonso Garcia 
2245 NE Barberry Ct 
Hillsboro, OR 97124 



 
 
Thursday, March 25, 2021 
 
The Honorable Representative Janeen Sollman 
900 Court St. NE, H-487 
Salem, OR 97301 
 
Subject: Support the OSU Statewides 
 
Dear Representative Sollman: 
 
March 22, 2021 
 
 
 
Dear Representative,  
 
My name is Ivette Alonso Garcia, I am a freshman at Liberty High School in Hillsboro Oregon, In the 
Washington County area. I am a first-generation college Latina woman and I am involved in the 4-H program. 
The 4-H program is for young people like me interested in leadership opportunities in the community, guide 
toward success, discovering/applying abilities and strength that guides us/prepares us for our future and so 
much more.  
 
Education is very important for every generation. My family and I are very thankful for the 4-H program it has 
a very big positive impact on us. It has brought many opportunities and without 4-H we will not be standing 
right here right now if it wasn’t for them. I have been a part of 4-H since 2016 and have learned a lot since then.  
 
Now I refer to you legislators, to continue supporting the 4-H program as it is a very good program and possibly 
expand 4-H to more communities since our best investment is in the education of our upcoming generations. 
 
In 4-H, all students learn how to critically think, be respectful and problem solve. For young students, they will 
learn to strengthen their social and emotional development. 4-H provides an environment for any age students 
to explore, play with peers, and build self-confidence. 
 
Thank you so much for your time and I hope you will take my letter into consideration and continue supporting 
the 4-H program and possibly even extending it to more communities around the state of Oregon. If you have 
any questions/ comments please don’t hesitate to contact me at aloni872@hsd.k12.or.us or (971)-323-9618.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
Ivette Alonso Garcia 
Freshman at Liberty High School 
 
Please support funding the OSU Statewides - OSU Extension, Agricultural Experiment Stations, and Forest 
Research Labs - at $158.5 million for the 2021-23 biennium, which includes a 7.42% continued service level 
increase.  
 
These program areas are continually asked to do more with less. In the Second Special Session of 2020, the 
Statewides took a 2.5% cut. This occurred at a time where much of their programing was quickly pivoted to 
virtual settings. This past year, they have also addressed emerging issues related to public health messaging on 
COVID-19, PPE distributions to the farmworker community, assisting with wildfire evacuations and response 



and more. 
 
This funding will ensure the OSU Statewides can maintain important progress on strategic issues important to 
Oregonians and that current programs can continue in every corner of the state. 
 
More information on how the OSU Statewides impact Oregon's communities can be found here: 
https://ourimpact.oregonstate.edu/ 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Ivette Alonso Garcia 
2245 NE Barberry Ct 
Hillsboro, OR 97124 



 
 
Thursday, March 25, 2021 
 
The Honorable Senator Chuck Thomsen 
900 Court St. NE, S-316 
Salem, OR 97301 
 
Subject: Support the OSU Statewides 
 
Dear Senator Thomsen: 
 
Hello, my name is Daniel Johnson, I am 16 years old and I live in Clackamas County.  
I have been in 4-H for 9 years, I show sheep, goats, rabbits, cavies and pigeons. I am also involved in the 
Clackamas County and Oregon State 4-H Ambassador Teams, I am a member of the Clackamas County 4-H 
Leaders Board, Clackamas County 4-H Livestock Advisory and the Metro 4-H Awards and Recognition 
Committee. Furthermore, I am the President and Community Service Organizer for my 4-H club, which 
includes organizing meetings, helping member to achieve their goals and planning projects and activities, I am 
also the Vice Chair of the Clackamas County 4-H Small Animal Advisory.  
I also participate and organize many community service projects for my 4-H clubs, including; Making 
tie-blankets and toys for the non-profit organization, Wrapped in Love. The blankets and toys are sent to local 
animal shelters, when the animals are adopted, they take their blankets and toys with them. This project is very 
important to me because of my love for animals. My 4-H club and I also participate in the county’s 
Adopt-A-Road program, where we clean up a road of our choosing. I organize the day we clean up and I go to 
pick up and drop off the supplies from the county (vests, road signs, bags, etc.), after we are done cleaning the 
road, we leave the garbage bags for the county to pick up. Each time we clean the road, it gets more and more 
satisfying to see difference that we made.  
I feel as if these projects and 4-H in general have really helped me to become more responsible and mature, 
while also impacting my ever growing leadership and communication skills. It has also helped me to expand my 
knowledge of community service and the impact it has on others. I also believe that this program has helped me 
be more outgoing in my community and it has helped me to understand what it means to be a good role model 
as well as an even better leader.  
 
As a member of 4-H, this program has helped many youth, including myself, to further pursue their future goals 
and to become more educated in their hobbies and passions. Therefore I would like to thank you for your time 
in reading my letter and for your continuous support of 4-H. 
 
Please support funding the OSU Statewides - OSU Extension, Agricultural Experiment Stations, and Forest 
Research Labs - at $158.5 million for the 2021-23 biennium, which includes a 7.42% continued service level 
increase.  
 
These program areas are continually asked to do more with less. In the Second Special Session of 2020, the 
Statewides took a 2.5% cut. This occurred at a time where much of their programing was quickly pivoted to 
virtual settings. This past year, they have also addressed emerging issues related to public health messaging on 
COVID-19, PPE distributions to the farmworker community, assisting with wildfire evacuations and response 
and more. 
 
This funding will ensure the OSU Statewides can maintain important progress on strategic issues important to 
Oregonians and that current programs can continue in every corner of the state. 
 
More information on how the OSU Statewides impact Oregon's communities can be found here: 
https://ourimpact.oregonstate.edu/ 



 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Daniel Johnson 
41303 SE Trubel Rd 
Sandy, OR 97055 



 
 
Thursday, March 25, 2021 
 
The Honorable Representative Anna Williams 
900 Court St. NE, H-377 
Salem, OR 97301 
 
Subject: Support the OSU Statewides 
 
Dear Representative Williams: 
 
Hello, my name is Daniel Johnson, I am 16 years old and I live in Clackamas County.  
I have been in 4-H for 9 years, I show sheep, goats, rabbits, cavies and pigeons. I am also involved in the 
Clackamas County and Oregon State 4-H Ambassador Teams, I am a member of the Clackamas County 4-H 
Leaders Board, Clackamas County 4-H Livestock Advisory and the Metro 4-H Awards and Recognition 
Committee. Furthermore, I am the President and Community Service Organizer for my 4-H club, which 
includes organizing meetings, helping member to achieve their goals and planning projects and activities, I am 
also the Vice Chair of the Clackamas County 4-H Small Animal Advisory.  
I also participate and organize many community service projects for my 4-H clubs, including; Making 
tie-blankets and toys for the non-profit organization, Wrapped in Love. The blankets and toys are sent to local 
animal shelters, when the animals are adopted, they take their blankets and toys with them. This project is very 
important to me because of my love for animals. My 4-H club and I also participate in the county’s 
Adopt-A-Road program, where we clean up a road of our choosing. I organize the day we clean up and I go to 
pick up and drop off the supplies from the county (vests, road signs, bags, etc.), after we are done cleaning the 
road, we leave the garbage bags for the county to pick up. Each time we clean the road, it gets more and more 
satisfying to see difference that we made.  
I feel as if these projects and 4-H in general have really helped me to become more responsible and mature, 
while also impacting my ever growing leadership and communication skills. It has also helped me to expand my 
knowledge of community service and the impact it has on others. I also believe that this program has helped me 
be more outgoing in my community and it has helped me to understand what it means to be a good role model 
as well as an even better leader.  
 
As a member of 4-H, this program has helped many youth, including myself, to further pursue their future goals 
and to become more educated in their hobbies and passions. Therefore I would like to thank you for your time 
in reading my letter and for your continuous support of 4-H. 
 
Please support funding the OSU Statewides - OSU Extension, Agricultural Experiment Stations, and Forest 
Research Labs - at $158.5 million for the 2021-23 biennium, which includes a 7.42% continued service level 
increase.  
 
These program areas are continually asked to do more with less. In the Second Special Session of 2020, the 
Statewides took a 2.5% cut. This occurred at a time where much of their programing was quickly pivoted to 
virtual settings. This past year, they have also addressed emerging issues related to public health messaging on 
COVID-19, PPE distributions to the farmworker community, assisting with wildfire evacuations and response 
and more. 
 
This funding will ensure the OSU Statewides can maintain important progress on strategic issues important to 
Oregonians and that current programs can continue in every corner of the state. 
 
More information on how the OSU Statewides impact Oregon's communities can be found here: 
https://ourimpact.oregonstate.edu/ 



 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Daniel Johnson 
41303 SE Trubel Rd 
Sandy, OR 97055 



 
 
Thursday, March 25, 2021 
 
The Honorable Senator Bill Hansell 
900 Court St. NE, S-415 
Salem, OR 97301 
 
Subject: Support the OSU Statewides 
 
Dear Senator Hansell: 
 
Hi, I am Reagan Stanek. I am 14 years old and in 8th grade. I live in Umatilla County, and attend Oregon 
Charter Academy.  
 4-H is an amazing opportunity that every kid should have. I enjoy myself at every meeting. It gives me 
the chance to interact with other people that share my interests. My club is very supportive of every project and 
every outcome that I do or get.  They are a welcoming club that made me feel that I fit in. They are so many 
more things that I could not possibly put into words on a page. We are our own little community.  
 My mom was the person that talked me into 4-H. She did animal 4-H when she was my age, but 
personally, animals are not my forte. I am one of those people that loves to travel and have a flexible schedule. I 
already had interest in cooking, baking, and sewing. With all these interests, I ended up joining Home 
Economics 4-H. It is a great fit for me, and I really enjoy it. My 4-H group does still try and talk me into small 
animals, but I always say, ‘I can barely keep my dogs alive during baseball season.’ My 4-H leader Melody is 
so nice. She always helps me and is understanding when I need to be out of town for one of my brother’s 
baseball tournaments.  
 I think about the memories I have made, and the lessons I have learned, and I am always grateful that I 
joined 4-H. I feel like being in a 4-H club is like having another kind of family, because that is what my fellow 
members are. One big, or accurately small, 4-H family.  
 4-H gives me skills for not only the present, but the future. I learn how to follow directions, because 
believe me when you try to bake cookies with baking powder when the recipe calls for baking soda, it does not 
end well. I also have learned attention to detail, how to work as a team in some cases, and how to help the 
community. All these skills I have learned are used very day. Even now as I am writing this letter, I have 
learned the skills to do it through 4-H.  
 So, thank you, so, so, very much for your time, and continued support for 4-H Programming and 
Extension. 
 
Please support funding the OSU Statewides - OSU Extension, Agricultural Experiment Stations, and Forest 
Research Labs - at $158.5 million for the 2021-23 biennium, which includes a 7.42% continued service level 
increase.  
 
These program areas are continually asked to do more with less. In the Second Special Session of 2020, the 
Statewides took a 2.5% cut. This occurred at a time where much of their programing was quickly pivoted to 
virtual settings. This past year, they have also addressed emerging issues related to public health messaging on 
COVID-19, PPE distributions to the farmworker community, assisting with wildfire evacuations and response 
and more. 
 
This funding will ensure the OSU Statewides can maintain important progress on strategic issues important to 
Oregonians and that current programs can continue in every corner of the state. 
 
More information on how the OSU Statewides impact Oregon's communities can be found here: 
https://ourimpact.oregonstate.edu/ 
 



Sincerely, 
 
 
Reagan Stanek 
330 E Carter Dr 
Hermiston, OR 97838 



 
 
Thursday, March 25, 2021 
 
The Honorable Representative Greg Smith 
900 Court St. NE, H-482 
Salem, OR 97301 
 
Subject: Support the OSU Statewides 
 
Dear Representative Smith: 
 
Hi, I am Reagan Stanek. I am 14 years old and in 8th grade. I live in Umatilla County, and attend Oregon 
Charter Academy.  
 4-H is an amazing opportunity that every kid should have. I enjoy myself at every meeting. It gives me 
the chance to interact with other people that share my interests. My club is very supportive of every project and 
every outcome that I do or get.  They are a welcoming club that made me feel that I fit in. They are so many 
more things that I could not possibly put into words on a page. We are our own little community.  
 My mom was the person that talked me into 4-H. She did animal 4-H when she was my age, but 
personally, animals are not my forte. I am one of those people that loves to travel and have a flexible schedule. I 
already had interest in cooking, baking, and sewing. With all these interests, I ended up joining Home 
Economics 4-H. It is a great fit for me, and I really enjoy it. My 4-H group does still try and talk me into small 
animals, but I always say, ‘I can barely keep my dogs alive during baseball season.’ My 4-H leader Melody is 
so nice. She always helps me and is understanding when I need to be out of town for one of my brother’s 
baseball tournaments.  
 I think about the memories I have made, and the lessons I have learned, and I am always grateful that I 
joined 4-H. I feel like being in a 4-H club is like having another kind of family, because that is what my fellow 
members are. One big, or accurately small, 4-H family.  
 4-H gives me skills for not only the present, but the future. I learn how to follow directions, because 
believe me when you try to bake cookies with baking powder when the recipe calls for baking soda, it does not 
end well. I also have learned attention to detail, how to work as a team in some cases, and how to help the 
community. All these skills I have learned are used very day. Even now as I am writing this letter, I have 
learned the skills to do it through 4-H.  
 So, thank you, so, so, very much for your time, and continued support for 4-H Programming and 
Extension. 
 
Please support funding the OSU Statewides - OSU Extension, Agricultural Experiment Stations, and Forest 
Research Labs - at $158.5 million for the 2021-23 biennium, which includes a 7.42% continued service level 
increase.  
 
These program areas are continually asked to do more with less. In the Second Special Session of 2020, the 
Statewides took a 2.5% cut. This occurred at a time where much of their programing was quickly pivoted to 
virtual settings. This past year, they have also addressed emerging issues related to public health messaging on 
COVID-19, PPE distributions to the farmworker community, assisting with wildfire evacuations and response 
and more. 
 
This funding will ensure the OSU Statewides can maintain important progress on strategic issues important to 
Oregonians and that current programs can continue in every corner of the state. 
 
More information on how the OSU Statewides impact Oregon's communities can be found here: 
https://ourimpact.oregonstate.edu/ 
 



Sincerely, 
 
 
Reagan Stanek 
330 E Carter Dr 
Hermiston, OR 97838 



 
 
Thursday, March 25, 2021 
 
The Honorable Senator Chuck Riley 
900 Court St. NE, S-303 
Salem, OR 97301 
 
Subject: Support the OSU Statewides 
 
Dear Senator Riley: 
 
Please support funding the OSU Statewides - OSU Extension, Agricultural Experiment Stations, and Forest 
Research Labs - at $158.5 million for the 2021-23 biennium, which includes a 7.42% continued service level 
increase.  
 
These program areas are continually asked to do more with less. In the Second Special Session of 2020, the 
Statewides took a 2.5% cut. This occurred at a time where much of their programing was quickly pivoted to 
virtual settings. This past year, they have also addressed emerging issues related to public health messaging on 
COVID-19, PPE distributions to the farmworker community, assisting with wildfire evacuations and response 
and more. 
 
This funding will ensure the OSU Statewides can maintain important progress on strategic issues important to 
Oregonians and that current programs can continue in every corner of the state. 
 
More information on how the OSU Statewides impact Oregon's communities can be found here: 
https://ourimpact.oregonstate.edu/ 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Harriet Ottaviano 
347 NE Gwen Ct 
Hillsboro, OR 97124 



 
 
Thursday, March 25, 2021 
 
The Honorable Representative Janeen Sollman 
900 Court St. NE, H-487 
Salem, OR 97301 
 
Subject: Support the OSU Statewides 
 
Dear Representative Sollman: 
 
Please support funding the OSU Statewides - OSU Extension, Agricultural Experiment Stations, and Forest 
Research Labs - at $158.5 million for the 2021-23 biennium, which includes a 7.42% continued service level 
increase.  
 
These program areas are continually asked to do more with less. In the Second Special Session of 2020, the 
Statewides took a 2.5% cut. This occurred at a time where much of their programing was quickly pivoted to 
virtual settings. This past year, they have also addressed emerging issues related to public health messaging on 
COVID-19, PPE distributions to the farmworker community, assisting with wildfire evacuations and response 
and more. 
 
This funding will ensure the OSU Statewides can maintain important progress on strategic issues important to 
Oregonians and that current programs can continue in every corner of the state. 
 
More information on how the OSU Statewides impact Oregon's communities can be found here: 
https://ourimpact.oregonstate.edu/ 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Harriet Ottaviano 
347 NE Gwen Ct 
Hillsboro, OR 97124 



 
 
Thursday, March 25, 2021 
 
The Honorable Senator Fred Girod 
900 Court St. NE, S-401 
Salem, OR 97301 
 
Subject: Support the OSU Statewides 
 
Dear Senator Girod: 
 
OSU staff member Glenn Ahrens visited our property at Elkhorn, after the destruction of the Beechie Creek 
fire. He met with members of the Elkhorn Corporation to help us assess the fire damage. Glenn Ahrens gave 
recommendations that helped us to find and hire Trout Mountain Forestry Service. 99 percent of the trees were 
burned too severely to survive, and we are in the process of logging all 200 acres of our 100 year old Douglas 
Fir forest.  
 
My husband and I are shareholders at Elkhorn, a vacation retreat located in the Cascade Mountains of Oregon 
on Elkhorn Mountain. Elkhorn is a non-profit corporation, a vacation community nestled below Opal Creek and 
above Salmon Falls State Park. As share holders at Elkhorn, we enjoyed our cabin. We traveled to Oregon 
every summer to hike in the old forest and swim in the Santiam River. My husband’s grandfather bought into 
this property in the 1940s with 5 other professors from Reed College. The loss of Elkhorn forest and our cabin 
has been devastating. 
 
The OSU extension program offered a series of free Zoom classes through the Extension program. They offered 
Zoom classes on fire recovery, forest maintenance, and a variety of classes with information regarding Oregon 
forests. I took classes from my home to educate myself on fire and forest issues. These classes were very 
helpful and comforting to our family. 
 
Please support funding the OSU Statewides - OSU Extension, Agricultural Experiment Stations, and Forest 
Research Labs - at $158.5 million for the 2021-23 biennium, which includes a 7.42% continued service level 
increase.  
 
These program areas are continually asked to do more with less. In the Second Special Session of 2020, the 
Statewides took a 2.5% cut. This occurred at a time where much of their programing was quickly pivoted to 
virtual settings. This past year, they have also addressed emerging issues related to public health messaging on 
COVID-19, PPE distributions to the farmworker community, assisting with wildfire evacuations and response 
and more. 
 
This funding will ensure the OSU Statewides can maintain important progress on strategic issues important to 
Oregonians and that current programs can continue in every corner of the state. 
 
More information on how the OSU Statewides impact Oregon's communities can be found here: 
https://ourimpact.oregonstate.edu/ 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Abira Ali 
34885 N Fork Rd SE 
Lyons, OR 97358 



 
 
Thursday, March 25, 2021 
 
The Honorable Representative Jami Cate 
900 Court St. NE, H-378 
Salem, OR 97301 
 
Subject: Support the OSU Statewides 
 
Dear Representative Cate: 
 
OSU staff member Glenn Ahrens visited our property at Elkhorn, after the destruction of the Beechie Creek 
fire. He met with members of the Elkhorn Corporation to help us assess the fire damage. Glenn Ahrens gave 
recommendations that helped us to find and hire Trout Mountain Forestry Service. 99 percent of the trees were 
burned too severely to survive, and we are in the process of logging all 200 acres of our 100 year old Douglas 
Fir forest.  
 
My husband and I are shareholders at Elkhorn, a vacation retreat located in the Cascade Mountains of Oregon 
on Elkhorn Mountain. Elkhorn is a non-profit corporation, a vacation community nestled below Opal Creek and 
above Salmon Falls State Park. As share holders at Elkhorn, we enjoyed our cabin. We traveled to Oregon 
every summer to hike in the old forest and swim in the Santiam River. My husband’s grandfather bought into 
this property in the 1940s with 5 other professors from Reed College. The loss of Elkhorn forest and our cabin 
has been devastating. 
 
The OSU extension program offered a series of free Zoom classes through the Extension program. They offered 
Zoom classes on fire recovery, forest maintenance, and a variety of classes with information regarding Oregon 
forests. I took classes from my home to educate myself on fire and forest issues. These classes were very 
helpful and comforting to our family. 
 
Please support funding the OSU Statewides - OSU Extension, Agricultural Experiment Stations, and Forest 
Research Labs - at $158.5 million for the 2021-23 biennium, which includes a 7.42% continued service level 
increase.  
 
These program areas are continually asked to do more with less. In the Second Special Session of 2020, the 
Statewides took a 2.5% cut. This occurred at a time where much of their programing was quickly pivoted to 
virtual settings. This past year, they have also addressed emerging issues related to public health messaging on 
COVID-19, PPE distributions to the farmworker community, assisting with wildfire evacuations and response 
and more. 
 
This funding will ensure the OSU Statewides can maintain important progress on strategic issues important to 
Oregonians and that current programs can continue in every corner of the state. 
 
More information on how the OSU Statewides impact Oregon's communities can be found here: 
https://ourimpact.oregonstate.edu/ 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Abira Ali 
34885 N Fork Rd SE 
Lyons, OR 97358 



 
 
Thursday, March 25, 2021 
 
The Honorable Senator Art Robinson 
900 Court St. NE, S-309, 
Salem, OR 97301 
 
Subject: Support the OSU Statewides 
 
Dear Senator Robinson: 
 
My name is Josie North. I  am a freshman at South Medford Hogh School in Jackson County. I am involved in 
various things through 4H such as goat projects, cooking, table setting, and different leadership opportunities.  
 
4H has had a very big and positive impact on my life. I have been able to participate in several educational 
opportunities over the years. These opportunities have brought me friends, education, different skills, and a 
different perspective that I wouldn’t get without 4H. 
 
By doing projects 4H has helped my work ethic get better. You can’t just feed your animal and call it good. You 
have to spend time with it, work it, clean their pen, provide clean water, as well as feeding it. You can’t do 
nothing with your animal then take it to fair, I learned that the hard way. My club leaders and members helped 
me learn to better my work ethic to better my project, it ended up bettering me too.  
 
4H is a community. It’s opportunities I wouldn’t normally get. It’s something that helps me grow, something I 
can grow with. It’s educational. It’s supportive. It’s a family. It’s something I wouldn’t be the same without. I 
am so grateful to all the legislators and people who have advocated and have kept 4H funded. I am a better 
person thanks to 4H, and I hope to continue growing. Thank you for taking the time to read this, I greatly 
appreciate it. 
 
Please support funding the OSU Statewides - OSU Extension, Agricultural Experiment Stations, and Forest 
Research Labs - at $158.5 million for the 2021-23 biennium, which includes a 7.42% continued service level 
increase.  
 
These program areas are continually asked to do more with less. In the Second Special Session of 2020, the 
Statewides took a 2.5% cut. This occurred at a time where much of their programing was quickly pivoted to 
virtual settings. This past year, they have also addressed emerging issues related to public health messaging on 
COVID-19, PPE distributions to the farmworker community, assisting with wildfire evacuations and response 
and more. 
 
This funding will ensure the OSU Statewides can maintain important progress on strategic issues important to 
Oregonians and that current programs can continue in every corner of the state. 
 
More information on how the OSU Statewides impact Oregon's communities can be found here: 
https://ourimpact.oregonstate.edu/ 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Josie North 
6627 Old Stage Rd 
Central Point, OR 97502 



 
 
Thursday, March 25, 2021 
 
The Honorable Representative Duane Stark 
900 Court St. NE, H-372 
Salem, OR 97301 
 
Subject: Support the OSU Statewides 
 
Dear Representative Stark: 
 
My name is Josie North. I  am a freshman at South Medford Hogh School in Jackson County. I am involved in 
various things through 4H such as goat projects, cooking, table setting, and different leadership opportunities.  
 
4H has had a very big and positive impact on my life. I have been able to participate in several educational 
opportunities over the years. These opportunities have brought me friends, education, different skills, and a 
different perspective that I wouldn’t get without 4H. 
 
By doing projects 4H has helped my work ethic get better. You can’t just feed your animal and call it good. You 
have to spend time with it, work it, clean their pen, provide clean water, as well as feeding it. You can’t do 
nothing with your animal then take it to fair, I learned that the hard way. My club leaders and members helped 
me learn to better my work ethic to better my project, it ended up bettering me too.  
 
4H is a community. It’s opportunities I wouldn’t normally get. It’s something that helps me grow, something I 
can grow with. It’s educational. It’s supportive. It’s a family. It’s something I wouldn’t be the same without. I 
am so grateful to all the legislators and people who have advocated and have kept 4H funded. I am a better 
person thanks to 4H, and I hope to continue growing. Thank you for taking the time to read this, I greatly 
appreciate it. 
 
Please support funding the OSU Statewides - OSU Extension, Agricultural Experiment Stations, and Forest 
Research Labs - at $158.5 million for the 2021-23 biennium, which includes a 7.42% continued service level 
increase.  
 
These program areas are continually asked to do more with less. In the Second Special Session of 2020, the 
Statewides took a 2.5% cut. This occurred at a time where much of their programing was quickly pivoted to 
virtual settings. This past year, they have also addressed emerging issues related to public health messaging on 
COVID-19, PPE distributions to the farmworker community, assisting with wildfire evacuations and response 
and more. 
 
This funding will ensure the OSU Statewides can maintain important progress on strategic issues important to 
Oregonians and that current programs can continue in every corner of the state. 
 
More information on how the OSU Statewides impact Oregon's communities can be found here: 
https://ourimpact.oregonstate.edu/ 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Josie North 
6627 Old Stage Rd 
Central Point, OR 97502 



 
 
Thursday, March 25, 2021 
 
The Honorable Senator Jeff Golden 
900 Court St. NE, S-421 
Salem, OR 97301 
 
Subject: Support the OSU Statewides 
 
Dear Senator Golden: 
 
My name is Sophie Grow, I am an intermediate in 4-H and I am 14 years old. I am in the ninth grade and am 
homeschooled in Jackson County. With doing 4-H for six years now, I have had a lot of experiences and 
activities that show just how amazing the 4-H program really is. 
I show rabbits, and poultry, compete in  shooting sports and County Fair with photography, videography, 
horticulture, art, sewing and foods. I have also competed in the Foods Preparation Contest, the Presentation 
Contest (this year I was the main advocate to start an interview competition that was available this year) and the 
Record Book Contest. Through 4-H I have amazing leaders and educators that have inspired me to grow 
through my projects and interests, for example: I started out with only two little show rabbits my first year and 
now I am involved in ARBA open shows and 4-H market class, owning upwards of 30 rabbits.  
During Covid 19 there have been struggles, but the one thing that has stayed the most consistent through it all is 
our 4-H program. Different conferences and camps have changed this year, but in the past and present they are 
still extraordinary. Those I attended have had a large impact on me, include the Oregon 4-H Summer 
Conference up at OSU, 4-H Camp, and the Youth Voices in Action Conference. In 2019, Oregon 4-H Summer 
Conference was one of the greatest experiences I have ever had. The education was not only well planned, but it 
was also fun! I took an innovative class where I teamed up with teens from other counties, and made a working 
speaker pack, that hooked to my phone! And at that point I had no idea how amazing college cafeterias were. I 
had so many opportunities to learn leadership and interact with so many people from around the state with all of 
the classes,  conferences, and camps throughout the years. 
I feel I am better prepared for the future and have had amazing experiences that I would have never known of if 
I did not join. In the future, I hope to participate in the exchange program 4-H offers, and continue to learn and 
pass on my knowledge to the youth of 4-H. I want everyone to be able to have these experiences through the 
4-H program, and that is why it would mean so much to us if you would support and fund it. 
Thank you for your time, 
Sophie Grow  
If you would like to contact me for further information, please e-mail me at: 
grow.sophie@yahoo.com 
 
Please support funding the OSU Statewides - OSU Extension, Agricultural Experiment Stations, and Forest 
Research Labs - at $158.5 million for the 2021-23 biennium, which includes a 7.42% continued service level 
increase.  
 
These program areas are continually asked to do more with less. In the Second Special Session of 2020, the 
Statewides took a 2.5% cut. This occurred at a time where much of their programing was quickly pivoted to 
virtual settings. This past year, they have also addressed emerging issues related to public health messaging on 
COVID-19, PPE distributions to the farmworker community, assisting with wildfire evacuations and response 
and more. 
 
This funding will ensure the OSU Statewides can maintain important progress on strategic issues important to 
Oregonians and that current programs can continue in every corner of the state. 
 



More information on how the OSU Statewides impact Oregon's communities can be found here: 
https://ourimpact.oregonstate.edu/ 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Sophie Grow 
2953 Iris Cir 
Medford, OR 97504 



 
 
Thursday, March 25, 2021 
 
The Honorable Representative Kim Wallan 
900 Court St. NE, H-376 
Salem, OR 97301 
 
Subject: Support the OSU Statewides 
 
Dear Representative Wallan: 
 
My name is Sophie Grow, I am an intermediate in 4-H and I am 14 years old. I am in the ninth grade and am 
homeschooled in Jackson County. With doing 4-H for six years now, I have had a lot of experiences and 
activities that show just how amazing the 4-H program really is. 
I show rabbits, and poultry, compete in  shooting sports and County Fair with photography, videography, 
horticulture, art, sewing and foods. I have also competed in the Foods Preparation Contest, the Presentation 
Contest (this year I was the main advocate to start an interview competition that was available this year) and the 
Record Book Contest. Through 4-H I have amazing leaders and educators that have inspired me to grow 
through my projects and interests, for example: I started out with only two little show rabbits my first year and 
now I am involved in ARBA open shows and 4-H market class, owning upwards of 30 rabbits.  
During Covid 19 there have been struggles, but the one thing that has stayed the most consistent through it all is 
our 4-H program. Different conferences and camps have changed this year, but in the past and present they are 
still extraordinary. Those I attended have had a large impact on me, include the Oregon 4-H Summer 
Conference up at OSU, 4-H Camp, and the Youth Voices in Action Conference. In 2019, Oregon 4-H Summer 
Conference was one of the greatest experiences I have ever had. The education was not only well planned, but it 
was also fun! I took an innovative class where I teamed up with teens from other counties, and made a working 
speaker pack, that hooked to my phone! And at that point I had no idea how amazing college cafeterias were. I 
had so many opportunities to learn leadership and interact with so many people from around the state with all of 
the classes,  conferences, and camps throughout the years. 
I feel I am better prepared for the future and have had amazing experiences that I would have never known of if 
I did not join. In the future, I hope to participate in the exchange program 4-H offers, and continue to learn and 
pass on my knowledge to the youth of 4-H. I want everyone to be able to have these experiences through the 
4-H program, and that is why it would mean so much to us if you would support and fund it. 
Thank you for your time, 
Sophie Grow  
If you would like to contact me for further information, please e-mail me at: 
grow.sophie@yahoo.com 
 
Please support funding the OSU Statewides - OSU Extension, Agricultural Experiment Stations, and Forest 
Research Labs - at $158.5 million for the 2021-23 biennium, which includes a 7.42% continued service level 
increase.  
 
These program areas are continually asked to do more with less. In the Second Special Session of 2020, the 
Statewides took a 2.5% cut. This occurred at a time where much of their programing was quickly pivoted to 
virtual settings. This past year, they have also addressed emerging issues related to public health messaging on 
COVID-19, PPE distributions to the farmworker community, assisting with wildfire evacuations and response 
and more. 
 
This funding will ensure the OSU Statewides can maintain important progress on strategic issues important to 
Oregonians and that current programs can continue in every corner of the state. 
 



More information on how the OSU Statewides impact Oregon's communities can be found here: 
https://ourimpact.oregonstate.edu/ 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Sophie Grow 
2953 Iris Cir 
Medford, OR 97504 



 
 
Saturday, March 27, 2021 
 
The Honorable Senator Michael Dembrow 
900 Court St. NE, H-407 
Salem, OR 97301 
 
Subject: Support the OSU Statewides 
 
Dear Senator Dembrow: 
 
March 26, 2021 
 
Dear Senator Michael Dembrow and Representative Barbara Smith Warner, 
 
I am a resident of NE Portland and am writing in support of the OSU Extension Program. I have had the 
pleasure of serving my community as an Extension volunteer for almost thirty years, first as a 4H Leader and 
currently as an OSU Master Gardener.   
 
OSU Extension services are invaluable in terms of the expertise offered to the public of science-based, reliable 
and practical information and support.  The power of this resource is amplified through the community services 
that thousands of Extension volunteers provide.   
 
Who is an Extension volunteer?  They are your neighbor, your friend, the person you know through your kid’s 
school.  They know your community and they care about your concerns and needs.  Because of the 
comprehensive training provided by OSU Extension, 4H and Master Gardener volunteers bring the knowledge 
of the university to the public in a meaningful and practical way.   
 
In your legislative budgetary work, please do your part to help maintain Extension supports that are important to 
everyday Oregonians and ensure that the work of Extension volunteers can continue in every corner of the state. 
 
Thank you 
Corinne Thomas-Kersting 
2414 NE 62nd Avenue 
Portland, Oregon 97213 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Corinne Thomas-Kersting 
2414 NE 62nd Ave 
Portland, OR 97213 



 
 
Saturday, March 27, 2021 
 
The Honorable Representative Barbara Smith Warner 
900 Court St. NE, Room 275 
Salem, OR 97301 
 
Subject: Support the OSU Statewides 
 
Dear Representative Smith Warner: 
 
March 26, 2021 
 
Dear Senator Michael Dembrow and Representative Barbara Smith Warner, 
 
I am a resident of NE Portland and am writing in support of the OSU Extension Program. I have had the 
pleasure of serving my community as an Extension volunteer for almost thirty years, first as a 4H Leader and 
currently as an OSU Master Gardener.   
 
OSU Extension services are invaluable in terms of the expertise offered to the public of science-based, reliable 
and practical information and support.  The power of this resource is amplified through the community services 
that thousands of Extension volunteers provide.   
 
Who is an Extension volunteer?  They are your neighbor, your friend, the person you know through your kid’s 
school.  They know your community and they care about your concerns and needs.  Because of the 
comprehensive training provided by OSU Extension, 4H and Master Gardener volunteers bring the knowledge 
of the university to the public in a meaningful and practical way.   
 
In your legislative budgetary work, please do your part to help maintain Extension supports that are important to 
everyday Oregonians and ensure that the work of Extension volunteers can continue in every corner of the state. 
 
Thank you 
Corinne Thomas-Kersting 
2414 NE 62nd Avenue 
Portland, Oregon 97213 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Corinne Thomas-Kersting 
2414 NE 62nd Ave 
Portland, OR 97213 



 
 
Tuesday, April 6, 2021 
 
The Honorable Senator Sara Gelser 
900 Court St. NE, S-405 
Salem, OR 97301 
 
Subject: Support the OSU Statewides 
 
Dear Senator Gelser: 
 
Please support funding the OSU Statewides - OSU Extension, Agricultural Experiment Stations, and Forest 
Research Labs - at $158.5 million for the 2021-23 biennium, which includes a 7.42% continued service level 
increase.  
 
These program areas are continually asked to do more with less. In the Second Special Session of 2020, the 
Statewides took a 2.5% cut. This occurred at a time where much of their programing was quickly pivoted to 
virtual settings. This past year, they have also addressed emerging issues related to public health messaging on 
COVID-19, PPE distributions to the farmworker community, assisting with wildfire evacuations and response 
and more. 
 
This funding will ensure the OSU Statewides can maintain important progress on strategic issues important to 
Oregonians and that current programs can continue in every corner of the state. 
 
More information on how the OSU Statewides impact Oregon's communities can be found here: 
https://ourimpact.oregonstate.edu/ 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Danielle Lindsey 
816 Fulton St SE 
Albany, OR 97322 



 
 
Tuesday, April 6, 2021 
 
The Honorable Representative Shelly Boshart Davis 
900 Court St. NE, H-389 
Salem, OR 97301 
 
Subject: Support the OSU Statewides 
 
Dear Representative Boshart Davis: 
 
Please support funding the OSU Statewides - OSU Extension, Agricultural Experiment Stations, and Forest 
Research Labs - at $158.5 million for the 2021-23 biennium, which includes a 7.42% continued service level 
increase.  
 
These program areas are continually asked to do more with less. In the Second Special Session of 2020, the 
Statewides took a 2.5% cut. This occurred at a time where much of their programing was quickly pivoted to 
virtual settings. This past year, they have also addressed emerging issues related to public health messaging on 
COVID-19, PPE distributions to the farmworker community, assisting with wildfire evacuations and response 
and more. 
 
This funding will ensure the OSU Statewides can maintain important progress on strategic issues important to 
Oregonians and that current programs can continue in every corner of the state. 
 
More information on how the OSU Statewides impact Oregon's communities can be found here: 
https://ourimpact.oregonstate.edu/ 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Danielle Lindsey 
816 Fulton St SE 
Albany, OR 97322 



 
 
Thursday, April 8, 2021 
 
The Honorable Senator Elizabeth Steiner Hayward 
900 Court St NE, S-215 
Salem, OR 97301 
 
Subject: Support the OSU Statewides 
 
Dear Senator Steiner Hayward: 
 
Please support funding the OSU Statewides - OSU Extension, Agricultural Experiment Stations, and Forest 
Research Labs - at $158.5 million for the 2021-23 biennium, which includes a 7.42% continued service level 
increase.  
 
These program areas are continually asked to do more with less. In the Second Special Session of 2020, the 
Statewides took a 2.5% cut. This occurred at a time where much of their programing was quickly pivoted to 
virtual settings. This past year, they have also addressed emerging issues related to public health messaging on 
COVID-19, PPE distributions to the farmworker community, assisting with wildfire evacuations and response 
and more. 
 
This funding will ensure the OSU Statewides can maintain important progress on strategic issues important to 
Oregonians and that current programs can continue in every corner of the state. 
 
More information on how the OSU Statewides impact Oregon's communities can be found here: 
https://ourimpact.oregonstate.edu/ 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Eric Feldhusen 
11438 NW Post Ln 
Portland, OR 97229 



 
 
Thursday, April 8, 2021 
 
The Honorable Representative Maxine Dexter 
900 Court St. NE, H-493 
Salem, OR 97301 
 
Subject: Support the OSU Statewides 
 
Dear Representative Dexter: 
 
Please support funding the OSU Statewides - OSU Extension, Agricultural Experiment Stations, and Forest 
Research Labs - at $158.5 million for the 2021-23 biennium, which includes a 7.42% continued service level 
increase.  
 
These program areas are continually asked to do more with less. In the Second Special Session of 2020, the 
Statewides took a 2.5% cut. This occurred at a time where much of their programing was quickly pivoted to 
virtual settings. This past year, they have also addressed emerging issues related to public health messaging on 
COVID-19, PPE distributions to the farmworker community, assisting with wildfire evacuations and response 
and more. 
 
This funding will ensure the OSU Statewides can maintain important progress on strategic issues important to 
Oregonians and that current programs can continue in every corner of the state. 
 
More information on how the OSU Statewides impact Oregon's communities can be found here: 
https://ourimpact.oregonstate.edu/ 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Eric Feldhusen 
11438 NW Post Ln 
Portland, OR 97229 



 
 
Friday, April 9, 2021 
 
The Honorable Senator Tim Knopp 
900 Court St. NE S-309 
Salem, OR 97301 
 
Subject: Support the OSU Statewides 
 
Dear Senator Knopp: 
 
Please support funding the OSU Statewides - OSU Extension, Agricultural Experiment Stations, and Forest 
Research Labs - at $158.5 million for the 2021-23 biennium, which includes a 7.42% continued service level 
increase.  
 
These program areas are continually asked to do more with less. In the Second Special Session of 2020, the 
Statewides took a 2.5% cut. This occurred at a time where much of their programing was quickly pivoted to 
virtual settings. This past year, they have also addressed emerging issues related to public health messaging on 
COVID-19, PPE distributions to the farmworker community, assisting with wildfire evacuations and response 
and more. 
 
This funding will ensure the OSU Statewides can maintain important progress on strategic issues important to 
Oregonians and that current programs can continue in every corner of the state. 
 
More information on how the OSU Statewides impact Oregon's communities can be found here: 
https://ourimpact.oregonstate.edu/ 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Kirsten Burch 
2143 SW Reindeer Ave 
Redmond, OR 97756 



 
 
Friday, April 9, 2021 
 
The Honorable Representative Jack Zika 
900 Court St. NE, H-387 
Salem, OR 97301 
 
Subject: Support the OSU Statewides 
 
Dear Representative Zika: 
 
Please support funding the OSU Statewides - OSU Extension, Agricultural Experiment Stations, and Forest 
Research Labs - at $158.5 million for the 2021-23 biennium, which includes a 7.42% continued service level 
increase.  
 
These program areas are continually asked to do more with less. In the Second Special Session of 2020, the 
Statewides took a 2.5% cut. This occurred at a time where much of their programing was quickly pivoted to 
virtual settings. This past year, they have also addressed emerging issues related to public health messaging on 
COVID-19, PPE distributions to the farmworker community, assisting with wildfire evacuations and response 
and more. 
 
This funding will ensure the OSU Statewides can maintain important progress on strategic issues important to 
Oregonians and that current programs can continue in every corner of the state. 
 
More information on how the OSU Statewides impact Oregon's communities can be found here: 
https://ourimpact.oregonstate.edu/ 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Kirsten Burch 
2143 SW Reindeer Ave 
Redmond, OR 97756 



 
 
Friday, April 9, 2021 
 
The Honorable Senator Elizabeth Steiner Hayward 
900 Court St NE, S-215 
Salem, OR 97301 
 
Subject: Support the OSU Statewides 
 
Dear Senator Steiner Hayward: 
 
Please support funding the OSU Statewides - OSU Extension, Agricultural Experiment Stations, and Forest 
Research Labs - at $158.5 million for the 2021-23 biennium, which includes a 7.42% continued service level 
increase.  
 
These program areas are continually asked to do more with less. In the Second Special Session of 2020, the 
Statewides took a 2.5% cut. This occurred at a time where much of their programing was quickly pivoted to 
virtual settings. This past year, they have also addressed emerging issues related to public health messaging on 
COVID-19, PPE distributions to the farmworker community, assisting with wildfire evacuations and response 
and more. 
 
This funding will ensure the OSU Statewides can maintain important progress on strategic issues important to 
Oregonians and that current programs can continue in every corner of the state. 
 
More information on how the OSU Statewides impact Oregon's communities can be found here: 
https://ourimpact.oregonstate.edu/ 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Donald Swygard 
17522 NW Shorewood Dr 
Beaverton, OR 97006 



 
 
Friday, April 9, 2021 
 
The Honorable Representative Ken Helm 
900 Court St. NE, H-490 
Salem, OR 97301 
 
Subject: Support the OSU Statewides 
 
Dear Representative Helm: 
 
Please support funding the OSU Statewides - OSU Extension, Agricultural Experiment Stations, and Forest 
Research Labs - at $158.5 million for the 2021-23 biennium, which includes a 7.42% continued service level 
increase.  
 
These program areas are continually asked to do more with less. In the Second Special Session of 2020, the 
Statewides took a 2.5% cut. This occurred at a time where much of their programing was quickly pivoted to 
virtual settings. This past year, they have also addressed emerging issues related to public health messaging on 
COVID-19, PPE distributions to the farmworker community, assisting with wildfire evacuations and response 
and more. 
 
This funding will ensure the OSU Statewides can maintain important progress on strategic issues important to 
Oregonians and that current programs can continue in every corner of the state. 
 
More information on how the OSU Statewides impact Oregon's communities can be found here: 
https://ourimpact.oregonstate.edu/ 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Donald Swygard 
17522 NW Shorewood Dr 
Beaverton, OR 97006 



 
 
Friday, April 9, 2021 
 
The Honorable Senator Sara Gelser 
900 Court St. NE, S-405 
Salem, OR 97301 
 
Subject: Support the OSU Statewides 
 
Dear Senator Gelser: 
 
Our OSU Extension 4-H Program reached every county in Oregon with position youth development programs 
VIRUALLY during 20 months of COVID. Examples are: science kits were sent to homes to support families 
teaching; babysitting workshops were condcted to support childcare needs; "HOPE Quilts" taught sewing skills 
and youth communication to support mental health,; Family Nights helped Latinx families learn about applying 
and preparing teens  for college; and Teens as Teachers learned how to be mentors for youth during difficult 
times.  OSU Extension 4-H Programs are essential to offer youth out-of-school, hands-on learning to Oregon 
youth. 
 
Please support funding the OSU Statewides - OSU Extension, Agricultural Experiment Stations, and Forest 
Research Labs - at $158.5 million for the 2021-23 biennium, which includes a 7.42% continued service level 
increase.  
 
These program areas are continually asked to do more with less. In the Second Special Session of 2020, the 
Statewides took a 2.5% cut. This occurred at a time where much of their programing was quickly pivoted to 
virtual settings. This past year, they have also addressed emerging issues related to public health messaging on 
COVID-19, PPE distributions to the farmworker community, assisting with wildfire evacuations and response 
and more. 
 
This funding will ensure the OSU Statewides can maintain important progress on strategic issues important to 
Oregonians and that current programs can continue in every corner of the state. 
 
More information on how the OSU Statewides impact Oregon's communities can be found here: 
https://ourimpact.oregonstate.edu/ 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Marilyn Lesmeister 
2359 NW Violet Ave 
Albany, OR 97321 



 
 
Friday, April 9, 2021 
 
The Honorable Representative Shelly Boshart Davis 
900 Court St. NE, H-389 
Salem, OR 97301 
 
Subject: Support the OSU Statewides 
 
Dear Representative Boshart Davis: 
 
Our OSU Extension 4-H Program reached every county in Oregon with position youth development programs 
VIRUALLY during 20 months of COVID. Examples are: science kits were sent to homes to support families 
teaching; babysitting workshops were condcted to support childcare needs; "HOPE Quilts" taught sewing skills 
and youth communication to support mental health,; Family Nights helped Latinx families learn about applying 
and preparing teens  for college; and Teens as Teachers learned how to be mentors for youth during difficult 
times.  OSU Extension 4-H Programs are essential to offer youth out-of-school, hands-on learning to Oregon 
youth. 
 
Please support funding the OSU Statewides - OSU Extension, Agricultural Experiment Stations, and Forest 
Research Labs - at $158.5 million for the 2021-23 biennium, which includes a 7.42% continued service level 
increase.  
 
These program areas are continually asked to do more with less. In the Second Special Session of 2020, the 
Statewides took a 2.5% cut. This occurred at a time where much of their programing was quickly pivoted to 
virtual settings. This past year, they have also addressed emerging issues related to public health messaging on 
COVID-19, PPE distributions to the farmworker community, assisting with wildfire evacuations and response 
and more. 
 
This funding will ensure the OSU Statewides can maintain important progress on strategic issues important to 
Oregonians and that current programs can continue in every corner of the state. 
 
More information on how the OSU Statewides impact Oregon's communities can be found here: 
https://ourimpact.oregonstate.edu/ 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Marilyn Lesmeister 
2359 NW Violet Ave 
Albany, OR 97321 



 
 
Friday, April 9, 2021 
 
The Honorable Senator Dennis Linthicum 
900 Court St. NE, S-305 
Salem, OR 97301 
 
Subject: Support the OSU Statewides 
 
Dear Senator Linthicum: 
 
Please support funding the OSU Statewides - OSU Extension, Agricultural Experiment Stations, and Forest 
Research Labs - at $158.5 million for the 2021-23 biennium, which includes a 7.42% continued service level 
increase.  
 
These program areas are continually asked to do more with less. In the Second Special Session of 2020, the 
Statewides took a 2.5% cut. This occurred at a time where much of their programing was quickly pivoted to 
virtual settings. This past year, they have also addressed emerging issues related to public health messaging on 
COVID-19, PPE distributions to the farmworker community, assisting with wildfire evacuations and response 
and more. 
 
This funding will ensure the OSU Statewides can maintain important progress on strategic issues important to 
Oregonians and that current programs can continue in every corner of the state. 
 
More information on how the OSU Statewides impact Oregon's communities can be found here: 
https://ourimpact.oregonstate.edu/ 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Lynda Calvi 
24958 Deer Ln 
Bend, OR 97701 



 
 
Friday, April 9, 2021 
 
The Honorable Representative Vikki Breese-Iverson 
900 Court St. NE, H-395 
Salem, OR 97301 
 
Subject: Support the OSU Statewides 
 
Dear Representative Breese-Iverson: 
 
Please support funding the OSU Statewides - OSU Extension, Agricultural Experiment Stations, and Forest 
Research Labs - at $158.5 million for the 2021-23 biennium, which includes a 7.42% continued service level 
increase.  
 
These program areas are continually asked to do more with less. In the Second Special Session of 2020, the 
Statewides took a 2.5% cut. This occurred at a time where much of their programing was quickly pivoted to 
virtual settings. This past year, they have also addressed emerging issues related to public health messaging on 
COVID-19, PPE distributions to the farmworker community, assisting with wildfire evacuations and response 
and more. 
 
This funding will ensure the OSU Statewides can maintain important progress on strategic issues important to 
Oregonians and that current programs can continue in every corner of the state. 
 
More information on how the OSU Statewides impact Oregon's communities can be found here: 
https://ourimpact.oregonstate.edu/ 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Lynda Calvi 
24958 Deer Ln 
Bend, OR 97701 



 
 
Saturday, April 10, 2021 
 
The Honorable Senator Brian Boquist 
900 Court St. NE, S-311 
Salem, OR 97301 
 
Subject: Support the OSU Statewides 
 
Dear Senator Boquist: 
 
Please support funding the OSU Statewides - OSU Extension, Agricultural Experiment Stations, and Forest 
Research Labs - at $158.5 million for the 2021-23 biennium, which includes a 7.42% continued service level 
increase.  
 
These program areas are continually asked to do more with less. In the Second Special Session of 2020, the 
Statewides took a 2.5% cut. This occurred at a time where much of their programing was quickly pivoted to 
virtual settings. This past year, they have also addressed emerging issues related to public health messaging on 
COVID-19, PPE distributions to the farmworker community, assisting with wildfire evacuations and response 
and more. 
 
This funding will ensure the OSU Statewides can maintain important progress on strategic issues important to 
Oregonians and that current programs can continue in every corner of the state. 
 
More information on how the OSU Statewides impact Oregon's communities can be found here: 
https://ourimpact.oregonstate.edu/ 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Brenda Coleman 
34251 Hawk Hill Rd 
Philomath, OR 97370 



 
 
Saturday, April 10, 2021 
 
The Honorable Representative Mike Nearman 
900 Court St. NE, H-378 
Salem, OR 97301 
 
Subject: Support the OSU Statewides 
 
Dear Representative Nearman: 
 
Please support funding the OSU Statewides - OSU Extension, Agricultural Experiment Stations, and Forest 
Research Labs - at $158.5 million for the 2021-23 biennium, which includes a 7.42% continued service level 
increase.  
 
These program areas are continually asked to do more with less. In the Second Special Session of 2020, the 
Statewides took a 2.5% cut. This occurred at a time where much of their programing was quickly pivoted to 
virtual settings. This past year, they have also addressed emerging issues related to public health messaging on 
COVID-19, PPE distributions to the farmworker community, assisting with wildfire evacuations and response 
and more. 
 
This funding will ensure the OSU Statewides can maintain important progress on strategic issues important to 
Oregonians and that current programs can continue in every corner of the state. 
 
More information on how the OSU Statewides impact Oregon's communities can be found here: 
https://ourimpact.oregonstate.edu/ 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Brenda Coleman 
34251 Hawk Hill Rd 
Philomath, OR 97370 



 
 
Wednesday, April 14, 2021 
 
The Honorable Senator Bill Hansell 
900 Court St. NE, S-415 
Salem, OR 97301 
 
Subject: Support the OSU Statewides 
 
Dear Senator Hansell: 
 
I urge you to support the programs at OSU, especially those concerning ranching and farming. Agriculture is an 
economic driver in Eastern Oregon and we need a strong presence from OSU in that area, it is a land grant 
university. 
 
Please support funding the OSU Statewides - OSU Extension, Agricultural Experiment Stations, and Forest 
Research Labs - at $158.5 million for the 2021-23 biennium, which includes a 7.42% continued service level 
increase.  
 
These program areas are continually asked to do more with less. In the Second Special Session of 2020, the 
Statewides took a 2.5% cut. This occurred at a time where much of their programing was quickly pivoted to 
virtual settings. This past year, they have also addressed emerging issues related to public health messaging on 
COVID-19, PPE distributions to the farmworker community, assisting with wildfire evacuations and response 
and more. 
 
This funding will ensure the OSU Statewides can maintain important progress on strategic issues important to 
Oregonians and that current programs can continue in every corner of the state. 
 
More information on how the OSU Statewides impact Oregon's communities can be found here: 
https://ourimpact.oregonstate.edu/ 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Andy VanderPlaat 
45263 Best Rd 
Pendleton, OR 97801 



 
 
Wednesday, April 14, 2021 
 
The Honorable Representative Bobby Levy 
900 Court St. NE, H-376 
Salem, OR 97301 
 
Subject: Support the OSU Statewides 
 
Dear Representative Levy: 
 
I urge you to support the programs at OSU, especially those concerning ranching and farming. Agriculture is an 
economic driver in Eastern Oregon and we need a strong presence from OSU in that area, it is a land grant 
university. 
 
Please support funding the OSU Statewides - OSU Extension, Agricultural Experiment Stations, and Forest 
Research Labs - at $158.5 million for the 2021-23 biennium, which includes a 7.42% continued service level 
increase.  
 
These program areas are continually asked to do more with less. In the Second Special Session of 2020, the 
Statewides took a 2.5% cut. This occurred at a time where much of their programing was quickly pivoted to 
virtual settings. This past year, they have also addressed emerging issues related to public health messaging on 
COVID-19, PPE distributions to the farmworker community, assisting with wildfire evacuations and response 
and more. 
 
This funding will ensure the OSU Statewides can maintain important progress on strategic issues important to 
Oregonians and that current programs can continue in every corner of the state. 
 
More information on how the OSU Statewides impact Oregon's communities can be found here: 
https://ourimpact.oregonstate.edu/ 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Andy VanderPlaat 
45263 Best Rd 
Pendleton, OR 97801 



 
 
Tuesday, April 20, 2021 
 
The Honorable Senator Brian Boquist 
900 Court St. NE, S-311 
Salem, OR 97301 
 
Subject: Support the OSU Statewides 
 
Dear Senator Boquist: 
 
OSU Extension is a major support of the 4-H program and agriculture in the state. Without agriculture, and 
agriculture programs our world would not be the same. 
 
Please support funding the OSU Extension, Agricultural Experiment Stations, and Forest Research Labs - at 
$158.5 million for the 2021-23 biennium, which includes a 7.42% continued service level increase.  
 
These program areas are continually asked to do more with less. In the Second Special Session of 2020, the 
Statewides took a 2.5% cut. This occurred at a time where much of their programing was quickly pivoted to 
virtual settings. This past year, they have also addressed emerging issues related to public health messaging on 
COVID-19, PPE distributions to the farmworker community, assisting with wildfire evacuations and response 
and more. 
 
This funding will ensure the OSU Statewides can maintain important progress on strategic issues important to 
Oregonians and that current programs can continue in every corner of the state. 
 
More information on how the OSU Statewides impact Oregon's communities can be found here: 
https://ourimpact.oregonstate.edu/ 
 
Thank you for your consideration in supporting OSU Extension. Have a great day! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Cydney Stables 
12010 NE Flett Rd 
Gaston, OR 97119 



 
 
Tuesday, April 20, 2021 
 
The Honorable Representative Ron Noble 
900 Court St. NE, H-376 
Salem, OR 97301 
 
Subject: Support the OSU Statewides 
 
Dear Representative Noble: 
 
OSU Extension is a major support of the 4-H program and agriculture in the state. Without agriculture, and 
agriculture programs our world would not be the same. 
 
Please support funding the OSU Extension, Agricultural Experiment Stations, and Forest Research Labs - at 
$158.5 million for the 2021-23 biennium, which includes a 7.42% continued service level increase.  
 
These program areas are continually asked to do more with less. In the Second Special Session of 2020, the 
Statewides took a 2.5% cut. This occurred at a time where much of their programing was quickly pivoted to 
virtual settings. This past year, they have also addressed emerging issues related to public health messaging on 
COVID-19, PPE distributions to the farmworker community, assisting with wildfire evacuations and response 
and more. 
 
This funding will ensure the OSU Statewides can maintain important progress on strategic issues important to 
Oregonians and that current programs can continue in every corner of the state. 
 
More information on how the OSU Statewides impact Oregon's communities can be found here: 
https://ourimpact.oregonstate.edu/ 
 
Thank you for your consideration in supporting OSU Extension. Have a great day! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Cydney Stables 
12010 NE Flett Rd 
Gaston, OR 97119 



 
 
Friday, April 23, 2021 
 
The Honorable Senator Jeff Golden 
900 Court St. NE, S-421 
Salem, OR 97301 
 
Subject: Support the OSU Statewides 
 
Dear Senator Golden: 
 
OSU extension services has provided me with the opportunity to join 4-H, a program that is not only promoting 
responsibility through raising animals, but also training youth in leadership through becoming state and county 
ambassadors. I participate and raise rabbits and poultry, and compete in shooting sports. I am a Jackson County 
ambassador, and my other projects include photography, videography, horticulture, art, sewing, foods, public 
speaking, and record books. These things have made a big impact in my life and is preparing me for adulthood 
like nothing else I could be a part of. I attended 4-H summer conference at OSU and seeing the campus, and 
taking classes, it will help me decide which college to attend. Please consider supporting OSU and ultimately, 
the 4-H youth development program. 
Thank you for your time. 
 
Please support funding the OSU Statewides - OSU Extension, Agricultural Experiment Stations, and Forest 
Research Labs - at $158.5 million for the 2021-23 biennium, which includes a 7.42% continued service level 
increase.  
 
These program areas are continually asked to do more with less. In the Second Special Session of 2020, the 
Statewides took a 2.5% cut. This occurred at a time where much of their programing was quickly pivoted to 
virtual settings. This past year, they have also addressed emerging issues related to public health messaging on 
COVID-19, PPE distributions to the farmworker community, assisting with wildfire evacuations and response 
and more. 
 
This funding will ensure the OSU Statewides can maintain important progress on strategic issues important to 
Oregonians and that current programs can continue in every corner of the state. 
 
More information on how the OSU Statewides impact Oregon's communities can be found here: 
https://ourimpact.oregonstate.edu/ 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Sophie Grow 
2953 Iris Cir 
Medford, OR 97504 



 
 
Friday, April 23, 2021 
 
The Honorable Representative Kim Wallan 
900 Court St. NE, H-376 
Salem, OR 97301 
 
Subject: Support the OSU Statewides 
 
Dear Representative Wallan: 
 
OSU extension services has provided me with the opportunity to join 4-H, a program that is not only promoting 
responsibility through raising animals, but also training youth in leadership through becoming state and county 
ambassadors. I participate and raise rabbits and poultry, and compete in shooting sports. I am a Jackson County 
ambassador, and my other projects include photography, videography, horticulture, art, sewing, foods, public 
speaking, and record books. These things have made a big impact in my life and is preparing me for adulthood 
like nothing else I could be a part of. I attended 4-H summer conference at OSU and seeing the campus, and 
taking classes, it will help me decide which college to attend. Please consider supporting OSU and ultimately, 
the 4-H youth development program. 
Thank you for your time. 
 
Please support funding the OSU Statewides - OSU Extension, Agricultural Experiment Stations, and Forest 
Research Labs - at $158.5 million for the 2021-23 biennium, which includes a 7.42% continued service level 
increase.  
 
These program areas are continually asked to do more with less. In the Second Special Session of 2020, the 
Statewides took a 2.5% cut. This occurred at a time where much of their programing was quickly pivoted to 
virtual settings. This past year, they have also addressed emerging issues related to public health messaging on 
COVID-19, PPE distributions to the farmworker community, assisting with wildfire evacuations and response 
and more. 
 
This funding will ensure the OSU Statewides can maintain important progress on strategic issues important to 
Oregonians and that current programs can continue in every corner of the state. 
 
More information on how the OSU Statewides impact Oregon's communities can be found here: 
https://ourimpact.oregonstate.edu/ 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Sophie Grow 
2953 Iris Cir 
Medford, OR 97504 



 
 
Tuesday, May 4, 2021 
 
The Honorable Senator Chuck Thomsen 
900 Court St. NE, S-316 
Salem, OR 97301 
 
Subject: Support the OSU Statewides 
 
Dear Senator Thomsen: 
 
Please support funding the OSU Statewides - OSU Extension, Agricultural Experiment Stations, and Forest 
Research Labs - at $158.5 million for the 2021-23 biennium, which includes a 7.42% continued service level 
increase.  
 
These program areas are continually asked to do more with less. In the Second Special Session of 2020, the 
Statewides took a 2.5% cut. This occurred at a time where much of their programing was quickly pivoted to 
virtual settings. This past year, they have also addressed emerging issues related to public health messaging on 
COVID-19, PPE distributions to the farmworker community, assisting with wildfire evacuations and response 
and more. 
 
This funding will ensure the OSU Statewides can maintain important progress on strategic issues important to 
Oregonians and that current programs can continue in every corner of the state. 
 
More information on how the OSU Statewides impact Oregon's communities can be found here: 
https://ourimpact.oregonstate.edu/ 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Anastasiya Korovskaya 
6514 SE Dunbar Dr 
Portland, OR 97236 



 
 
Tuesday, May 4, 2021 
 
The Honorable Representative Janelle Bynum 
900 Court St. NE, H-284 
Salem, OR 97301 
 
Subject: Support the OSU Statewides 
 
Dear Representative Bynum: 
 
Please support funding the OSU Statewides - OSU Extension, Agricultural Experiment Stations, and Forest 
Research Labs - at $158.5 million for the 2021-23 biennium, which includes a 7.42% continued service level 
increase.  
 
These program areas are continually asked to do more with less. In the Second Special Session of 2020, the 
Statewides took a 2.5% cut. This occurred at a time where much of their programing was quickly pivoted to 
virtual settings. This past year, they have also addressed emerging issues related to public health messaging on 
COVID-19, PPE distributions to the farmworker community, assisting with wildfire evacuations and response 
and more. 
 
This funding will ensure the OSU Statewides can maintain important progress on strategic issues important to 
Oregonians and that current programs can continue in every corner of the state. 
 
More information on how the OSU Statewides impact Oregon's communities can be found here: 
https://ourimpact.oregonstate.edu/ 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Anastasiya Korovskaya 
6514 SE Dunbar Dr 
Portland, OR 97236 



 


