
CKaLU DePbURZ, VLce-CKaLU TKRPVRQ, aQd MePbeUV RI WKe SeQaWe EdXcaWLRQ CRPPLWWee,

M\ QaPe LV AaURQ LeZLV aQd I aP a WKLUd-\eaU SKLORVRSK\ aQd SROLWLcaO VcLeQce VWXdeQW
aW WKe UQLYeUVLW\ RI OUeJRQ. IQ P\ ILUVW WeUP RI cROOeJe, I VSeQW WKUee KXQdUed dROOaUV RQ VL[
VeSaUaWe bRRNV IRU cOaVVeV. WKeQ WKe WeUP ZaV RYeU, I Kad RQO\ Uead WKUee RI WKeP. TKe UeVW ZeUe
eLWKeU SURYLded IRU IUee b\ WKe SURIeVVRU RU ZeUe eOLPLQaWed IURP WKe V\OOabXV aOWRJeWKeU. WKeQ I
UeJLVWeUed, P\ adYLVRUV Kad XUJed Pe WR bX\ P\ VXSSOLeV aKead RI WLPe, WR ³be Uead\ IRU WKe ILUVW
da\ RI cOaVV.´ I eaJeUO\ dLd VR, XQaZaUe WKaW I ZaV SRXULQJ P\ cROOeJe VaYLQJV IXQd dRZQ WKe
dUaLQ. TKe Qe[W WeUP, I ZLVed XS, ZaLWLQJ XQWLO WKe ILUVW da\ RI cOaVV WR bX\ bRRNV. I VaYed PRQe\,
bXW WKLV WLPe, I ZaV VWUXcN b\ XQe[SecWed cRVWV²P\ PXbOLc PROLc\ cOaVV UeTXLUed a $200 We[WbRRN
IRU ZKLcK I Kad QRW bXdJeWed. NeLWKeU WKe ZaLWLQJ VWUaWeJ\ QRU WKe SOaQQLQJ VWUaWeJ\ aOORZed Pe
WR eIIecWLYeO\ VSeQd P\ PRQe\. IQ bRWK caVeV, a QRQVeQVLcaO OacN RI LQIRUPaWLRQ WacNed KXQdUedV
RI e[WUa dROOaUV RQWR P\ aOUead\ PaPPRWK WXLWLRQ bLOO.

WKLOe I ZaV IRUWXQaWe eQRXJK WR PeeW WKeVe cRVWV ZLWK VcKROaUVKLS IXQdV aQd IaPLO\
cRQWULbXWLRQV, PaQ\ VWXdeQWV acURVV WKe VWaWe caQQRW aIIRUd WKLV OacN RI WUaQVSaUeQc\. OXWdaWed
V\OOabL aQd XQNQRZQ We[WbRRN cRVWV cRQVWLWXWe a baUULeU WR eTXLWabOe edXcaWLRQ. WKeQ
ORZ-LQcRPe VWXdeQWV KaYe WR cKRRVe beWZeeQ PeaOV aQd We[WbRRNV, WKe\ ZLOO cKRRVe PeaOV. TKe
VaPe JReV IRU KRXVLQJ, WXLWLRQ, aQd WUaQVSRUWaWLRQ cRVWV; We[WbRRNV aUe WKe ILUVW WR JR IRU VWXdeQWV
RQ a WLJKW bXdJeW. TKe IaLOXUe RI OUeJRQ¶V UQLYeUVLWLeV aQd CRPPXQLW\ CROOeJeV WR SXbOLVK
cRXUVe PaWeULaO cRVWV e[aceUbaWeV WKeVe LQeTXaOLWLeV. WKeQ VWXdeQWV dR QRW KaYe adeTXaWe
LQIRUPaWLRQ, WKe\ caQQRW SURSeUO\ bXdJeW. TKe\ ZLOO cRQWLQXe WaNLQJ²aQd VWUXJJOLQJ LQ²cOaVVeV
IRU ZKLcK WKe\ caQQRW aIIRUd PaWeULaOV. LRQJ-WeUP, KLddeQ We[WbRRN cRVWV deSUeVV UeWeQWLRQ UaWeV,
KaUP acadePLc SeUIRUPaQce, aQd UeSURdXce WKe VaPe cOaVV dLYLVLRQV WKaW KLJKeU edXcaWLRQ aLPV
WR aPeOLRUaWe.

We VKRXOd QRW be aVNLQJ VWXdeQWV WR PaNe WKeVe cKRLceV. TKe SURSRVed RQ-WLPe adRSWLRQ
bLOO WaNeV aQ LPSRUWaQW VWeS WRZaUd eTXaOL]LQJ KLJKeU edXcaWLRQ LQ OUeJRQ. B\ UeTXLULQJ WKaW
cRXUVe PaWeULaO cRVWV be SXbOLVKed aW WKe WLPe RI UeJLVWUaWLRQ, LW ZLOO aOORZ VWXdeQWV WR beWWeU SOaQ
ILQaQcLaOO\, acadePLcaOO\, aQd SeUVRQaOO\. HB 2919 ILQaOO\ KROdV OUeJRQ UQLYeUVLWLeV aQd
CRPPXQLW\ CROOeJeV UeVSRQVLbOe IRU WKe ILQaQcLaO ZeOO-beLQJ RI WKeLU VWXdeQWV. B\ adYeUWLVLQJ
cRXUVe cRVWV, LW ZLOO aOVR LQceQWLYL]e cRQWLQXed UeVeaUcK aQd LQYeVWPeQW LQWR aIIRUdabOe We[WbRRNV.
AV VWXdeQWV ePbUace cRXUVeV ZLWK ORZ-cRVW PaWeULaOV, VcKRROV ZLOO Vee aQ LQcUeaVed dePaQd IRU
WKeVe cOaVVeV. HB 2919 ZLOO VSaUN a PXcK-Qeeded cRQYeUVaWLRQ beWZeeQ VWXdeQWV, IacXOW\, aQd
adPLQLVWUaWLRQV RQ WKe VN\URcNeWLQJ SULceV RI We[WbRRNV aQd LPSRUWaQW ORZ-cRVW aOWeUQaWLYeV.

I LPSORUe WKe cRPPLWWeeV WR VXSSRUW HB 2919. IW LV SaVW WLPe WKaW OUeJRQ cROOeJe VWXdeQWV
NQRZ WKe WUXe cRVW RI WKeLU edXcaWLRQ. HB 2919 LV a cRPPRQ-VeQVe aSSURacK WR We[WbRRN
aIIRUdabLOLW\. IW ePSRZeUV VWXdeQWV WR PaNe WKeLU RZQ ILQaQcLaO decLVLRQV aQd e[eUcLVe cRQWURO
RYeU WKeLU edXcaWLRQaO aQd RccXSaWLRQaO IXWXUeV.


