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DATE:  April 22, 2021 
 
TO:    Representative Smith Warner, Chair 
  and Members of the House Committee on Rules 
 
FROM:  Alanna Braun, MD, FAAP 
  Oregon Pediatric Society Board President 
 
SUBJECT: Support for SB 554-A, Safe Gun Storage 
 
 
My name is Alanna Braun. I am a pediatrician at Doernbecher Children’s Hospital, and the 
board president of the Oregon Pediatric Society, the state chapter of the American Academy of 
Pediatrics. I have seen over and over again the devastating toll of unintentional firearm injuries 
in children: toddlers who thought a firearm was a toy, curious school-aged children, and 
adolescents contemplating suicide. In every single case, injury would have been prevented if 
firearms had been stored safely. I write to you in strong support of SB 554 with the safe storage 
amendments, which OPS strongly endorses.  

Approximately 40% of U.S. households with children also have firearms. One in five U.S. 
households with children contains an unsecured, loaded gun, providing easy access and 
increasing the risk of youth suicide, unintentional shootings and gun violence.i In gun owning 
households, 36% of children under age 10 reported that they had handled the firearms, many 
without their parents’ knowledge.ii  

In 2018 alone, 40 Oregon children and adolescents died by firearm: 28 suicides, 8 homicides, 
two accidental deaths and two undetermined manners of death.iii,iv In the last few years, suicide 
has been the first or second leading cause of death among Oregonians 10 to 24 years old, with 
guns being the most common mechanism.v,vi In fact, Oregon has the fastest-growing rate of 
pediatric suicide by firearm in the country.vii,viii 

While data from 2019 suggests a modest decrease in teen suicide, Oregon’s teen firearm 
suicide rate over the last 20 years remains almost 60% higher than the national average. 
Approximately 90% of suicide attempts using a firearm result in death, compared with fewer 
than 5% of attempts with other means. Suicidal thoughts are incredibly impulsive. Over 50% of 
survivors of a suicide attempt report less than 10 minutes between their first thought, and their 
act.  If a child or teen cannot get to a firearm, they are much less likely to die, and the delay 
created by a safely stored firearm can save lives. The question is not what sort of burden a 
simple and common-sense rule places on owners of firearms (many of whom do safely store 
their firearms), but what will be the toll of continuing to do nothing on the children of Oregon.   
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To address this crisis, many organizations, including the American Academy of Pediatrics, 
recommend the enactment of safe storage laws, such as HB 2510.ix,x,xi Numerous studies 
indicate that these laws increase safe storage practices and decrease both pediatric suicide 
rates and accidental firearm deaths.xii,xiii,xiv,xv,xvi Currently, 29 states and the District of Columbia 
have child access prevention (CAP) laws in place.xvii Oregon, however, does not have any 
statutes governing firearm storage.xviii,xix Safe storage of household guns, meaning the simple 
act of preventing unintentional access by keeping them in a locked gun vault or safe, decreases 
the risk of self-inflicted and unintentional firearm injuries among children and teens — up to 85 
percent depending on the type of storage practice.  

Simply put, safe gun storage laws are effective in preventing both unintentional injuries and 
suicide. They save kids’ lives. 

I urge you to vote yes on SB 554A. Thank you for your consideration. Please reach out to me or 
any of the pediatrician members of OPS if we can be a resource to you.    
 
Respectfully,  
 
Alanna Braun, MD, FAAP 
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