April 21, 2021
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Co-Chairs Senator Johnson, Senator Steiner Hayward, Representative
Rayfield, and Members of the Committee,

My name is Lauren Sorg and | am writing to you on behalf of Food Roots as the Executive Director. Some of you are
already aware of Food Roots and our mission to grow an equitable and robust food system on Oregon’s north coast.
Our programming provides support for small and mid-sized food producers and connects our community and
visitors to this good food; increasing both economic resiliency and food access through our work. Food Roots has
been based in Tillamook County and has been serving our community as a 501c3 non-profit organization since
2006. | am writing to request your support for SB 555.

SB 555 supports the expansion of Double Up Food Bucks Oregon, a SNAP incentive program with a proven record of
success. For every dollar spent on SNAP-eligible foods at participating markets across the state, shoppers will
receive an extra dollar to spend on Oregon-grown fruits and vegetables.

Food Roots has partnered with Oregon Food Bank over the past twelve months to pilot the DUFB grocery store
project in Oregon, among other grocers and outlets. Food Roots facilitates a local food marketplace which provides
critical access to buyers for local food businesses and nutritious food to our community. In July of 2020, as a direct
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Thank you for taking the time to read this and for your service to our communities.

Lauren Sorg
Executive Director, Food Roots
Tillamook County



