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April 8,2021

ChairPam Marsh

Co-Vice Chair David Brock Smith

Co-Vice Chair Ken Helm

House Energyand Environment Committee
900 CourtSt.NE

Salem, OR 97301

RE: Supportfor HB2021 with the-5 amendments
Dear Chair Marsh, Co-Vice Chair Brock Smith, Co-Vice Chair Helm, and members of the committee:

Thank you for the opportunity to express our supportfor HB 202 1 with the -5 amendments. Portland
General Electric (PGE)is a fullyintegrated electric utility that serves approximately 900,000 customers
representing approximately 50% of the state’s populationand 75% of the commercial and industrial
activity in the state.

We share our customers’and our communities’ vision of a clean, affordable, and reliable energy future.
Late last year, PGE setambitious climate goals to reflectthe urgencyin addressing climate change and
to help meet our customers’ expectations reliably and affordably. PGE aimsto reduce greenhouse gas
emissions associated with the power we serve to customers by atleast 80% below 2010 levels by 2030.
Plus, we have an aspirational goal of zero greenhouse gas emissions associated with the power we
serve to customersby 2040. We need policy, regulatory andtechnology advancements to help us get
there.

The electric sector is already transforming -adding significantamounts of renewables to the
generation fleetand closing coal-fired generation - driven primarily by resource economics, federal
incentives and existing state polices. We added 300 megawatts(MW) of new utility scale renewable
projectsin Oregon in the lastyear. Morethan 700 MW of new renewable resources in Oregon,
including215MW of small scale, independently owned facilities are expectedto come onlineand
serve PGE customers in the nexttwo years. Even with those additions, we will need another
approximate 1,000 MW of new, renewable or non-emitting resources to meet our 2030 greenhouse
gas reduction goal.

The electricity sector is key to decarbonizing other sectors, so electricity needs to movefirstand be
decarbonized affordably andreliably. A carefully designed 100%clean electricity standard, like HB
2021 with the-5 amendments, can be an effective tool for driving greenhouse gas emissions out of
Oregon’s electric sector. The-5 amendments to HB 2021 reflecta thoughtful and effective approachto
the challenges of decarbonizing the electricity sector affordably and reliably.

HB 2021 focuseson clean resources and does not pick winnersand losers in non-emitting
technologies. To decarbonize on thetimelinethat climate science requires, all non-emitting
technologies mustbe eligible, including energy efficiency and demand response. This is an important
componentas valuingallnon-emitting resources helps keep costs to customerslow.

Oregon will play a critical role in this transition. An excellentexample of an Oregon-based clean
energy projectis the Wheatridge Renewable Energy Facility located in Morrow County, justnorth of



Lexington.Wheatridgeis a joint project with NextEra Energy Resources andis the nation’s first triple-
resourcerenewable energy complex, including wind, solar and battery storage. The 300 MW wind
farm is now complete and began delivering power to PGE customers this past December. The 50 MW
solarand 30 MW battery storage facilities are under constructionand will be completed by the end of
2021.0Ofthetotal 380 MW energy complex, PGE ownsjust 100 MW of the wind project. We have a
power purchase agreementwith NextEra for200 MW of wind and for the output ofthe solarand
battery facilities. The partnership between the utility and developer is somethingwe anticipate seeing
moreofinthe future. Almost300jobs were created at Wheatridge during construction of the wind
farm.Another 175 workers are being employed this year to build the solar and storage sites.
Approximately 10 full-time employees will work for NextEra to operate the combined facilities once all
three components are fully commissioned for service.

PGE also appreciates thatHB 2021 with the -5 recognizes the importance of voluntary customer
programs. Thisis a critical complementto the 100%clean policy as many of our customers and
communities wantto decarbonize on a faster timeframe. By establishing the framework outlined in HB
2021, local governments thatwantto accelerate thetimeline for their communities to reach their
respective climate and sustainability goals will be able to do soin partnership with their local utility.
They'll be able to draw on arange of small, large, and community owned resources to meetthe needs
and desires of their individual communities. This creates important new opportunities for the
development of community-based projectsor other energy projects with resiliency, economic
developmentor othervalues.

Finally, the HB 2021-5 amendments make needed changesto Oregon’s 1999 electricrestructuring
law. The law was passed primarilyto allow large customers to receive electricity from different
suppliers buthas been a barrier to utility proposed clean energy products for manyyears. The
amendments modernize the existing law, enabling prudent utility programs, services and investments
to reach the state’s clean energy and climate objectives to move forward on atimely basis. This critical
componentwillensurethatpursuitofthe new 100% clean energy goals is nothampered by
unanticipated effectsof a 22-year-old law, delaying or limiting actions that reduce greenhouse gases
andthatemploy Oregonians workingto build clean energy projects in communities around our state.
We appreciate stakeholders’ willingnessto work throughthis language. Whilethe changein HB 2021-
5is notour preferred approachtothisissue, itshould help provide a pathwayto ensure clean energy
projects arewell planned and broughtonlinein atimely way.

We are gratefulforthe hard work of many organizations and legislatorsin developing this policy. The
-5 amendments reflect many hours of workby a large stakeholder table. We appreciatethetime
invested on thisimportant policy by all the stakeholders participating in the process so far. We urge
the committee’s supportof HB 2021 with the -5 amendments.

Sincerely,
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Dave Robertson
Vice President of Public Affairs



