Greetings Committee Members,

| am Wes Crawford, an agriculture education teacher and FFA advisor from Sutherlin, Oregon. | am also
part of the Oregon Agriculture Teacher’s Association. Thank you for the opportunity to speak briefly
with you all yesterday. As mentioned, | am including some additional details of the value and impact
your support of FFA has had in Oregon for our youth, especially this past year. Please find the included
document highlighting some of the many achievements and gains we have had for rural and urban
students alike.

| can tell you that in a year where almost everything was taken from our students, FFA was the one thing
that was able to be there for them. In less than a week last year of school’s closing, we pivoted to a
virtual convention, reorganized competitions and interviews for awards and scholarships, and made it
happen anyway. Leadership conferences and trainings were moved to virtual platforms and engaged
hundreds of students in innovative, engaging, and safe ways. This was all the direct result of the
resources and investment Oregon made that allowed FFA to accomplish this for our students.

Personally here, these were the ties that allowed me to maintain contact with students, and to keep
working to make sure our students here in Sutherlin were not alone, not forgotten, and not without
purpose as so many felt. | had some students who did nothing but engage in FFA activities, and that was
okay. It was what they needed to cope and handle these challenging times.

| am beyond excited for what the future will bring and the opportunities that we are making available
for every student and removing boundaries so all can be part of this excellent organization. Thank you
for the continued support and | look forward to continue sharing the great things to come!

Respectfully,

Wes Crawford
Teacher/FFA Advisor
Sutherlin, OR
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