
The Remington Research Group found that a strong majority of Oregonians, in all five congressional districts, support legislation to 
ban coyote killing contests. This should be enough but if it isn't...

Science does not support the premise that these contests protect livestock, but studies do show that the contests increase conflict 
between coyotes and livestock. When coyote populations drop, they are pressured to compensate with better survival rates of their 
young. As a result, coyotes will target larger prey, livestock, that they previously ignored. This has been proven repeatedly in 
practice. The contests result in increased livestock attacks. Findings have been published over the years.
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Understandably, people want opportunities to fundraise for causes in community events and that can be provided without 
counterproductive killing sprees. Contests for backing a four wheel wagon, tractor obstacle course, chainsaw competitions, or clay 
target shooting could be held. This means that these communities wouldn't have to compromise fundraising in exchange for science 
based conservation practices.

This bill specifically addresses coyote killing contests and not killings in other settings but, if they are needed, non lethal methods 
are provided for repelling coyotes. A quick search of projectcoyote.org suggests:
Fencing
Fladry
Night Corrals or shed lambing
Scare tactics or fox lighting

This means we have nothing to lose with this ban and much to gain. It's also what Oregonians want. It's also the compassionate 
thing to do.


